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Commander’s Message 

Chris Schmidt  
Commander 

 

 
 

 
This Special Bulletin is dedicated to the recogni-
tion of the ROTC and JROTC cadets who re-
ceived MOWW awards during their school’s 
award program, and to our chapter members 
who received awards and recognitions during 
our last chapter meeting of the year.   
 
We look forward to next year and the youth ed-
ucational and leadership activities that this chap-
ter is known for. 
 
Remember Chapter dues for operational year 
June 30, 2025 to July 31, 2026 are due and 
checks are payable to “MOWW Chapter 131”. 
 
Chris Schmidt, Commander 2025-2026 Email: 

chris.w.schmidt@comcast.net or call at 217-714-

1421 

 

Surgeon’s Note 

 
We look forward to the next series of Surgeons 
notes under the authorship of our new Chapter 
Surgeon, Dr. Joseph Kaufman, CDR, USN 
(Fmr). 

Breakfast Meeting 

An in-person meeting is planned for          
October 11th, 2025 at 0930 to 1130 at TBD. 
Guest Speaker: TBD 
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What 'D-Day' Actually Stands For 

The Preamble 
To cherish the memories and associations of the 

World Wars waged for humanity; 

To inculcate and stimulate love of our Country and the 
Flag; 

To promote and further patriotic education in our na-
tion; 

Ever to maintain law and order, and to defend the 
honor, integrity and supremacy of our National Gov-
ernment and the Constitution of the United States; 

To foster fraternal relations among all branches of the 
armed forces; 

To promote the cultivation of Military, Naval and Air 
Science and the adoption of a consistent and suitable 
policy of national security for the United States of 
America; 

To acquire and preserve records of individual services; 

To encourage and assist in the holding of commemo-
rations and the establishment of Memorials of the 
World Wars; 

And to transmit all these ideals to posterity; under 
God and for our Country, we unite to establish 

                        THE MILITARY ORDER  

                        OF THE WORLD WARS. 

mailto:chris.w.schmidt@comcast.net
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Chapter ROTC and JROTC Awards Meeting 

 
 
Randy Meyer, as our chapter Junior Vice,   over-
saw our MOWW awards at the end of the school 
year to deserving ROTC/Junior ROTC cadets. 
  
Our role is simple --- when our award is called, 
retrieve it from the individual handling the 
awards, we present the award and shake hands 
offering congratulations.   The ceremonies last 
about an hour.  Some schools have refresh-
ments and a “social time” before or following the 
ceremony.   The award is a certificate in a dark 
maroon folder imprinted with the MOWW logo in 
gold; medal and ribbon in a plastic box. 
 
Occasionally we have made award presenta-
tions for a number of veterans organizations 
over the years and it is always a pleasurable ex-
perience to see the sharp young cadets of the 
next generation!  
 
 
 

ROTC/JROTC 
2025 

Presenter Recipient 

Westview MCJROTC 
POC: Francisco J Cardoza 

Ferris Whitfield 
Cadet Valeria Jimenez 

Cortez NJROTC 
POC: Scott McMahon 

      Ferris Whitfield 

Sandra Day O'Connor 
AFJROTC 

POC: MSgt Mike Badey 

Chris Schmidt 
Cadet Spenser 

Thompson 

Glendale NJROTC 
POC: Ernesto Rivera 

Ferris Whitfield 

Greenway NJROTC 
POC: Endy Bowdrie 

Linda & Mel Howry 
Cadet PO Yvonne Wil-
son 

Embry Riddle AROTC 
POC: CPT Hibler, MAJ 

Reynolds 

Ken Coffman 

Embry Riddle AFROTC 
POC: Capt Adam Smith 

Chris Schmidt 
Cadets Sarah Chinn-
Gold, Preston Smith-
silver, Isabell Wilson-

bronze 

Dysart AJROTC 
POC: Jimmy Marose 

Jerry & Pam Wojtas  

Moon Valley NJROTC 
POC: Ed Lawson 

Linda & Mel 
Howry, Randy Meyer 

Apollo NJROTC 
POC: LCDR Jim McCam-

mon 

 
Cadet C/LTjg Luis 
Orellana 

Buckeye Union AFJROTC 
POC: MSgt Tammy 

Pechac 

Chris Schmidt 

Sunnyslope AFJROTC 
POC: David Malinowski 

Mel & Linda Howry 
Cadet 2Lt. Bryanna 
Zapien 

Deer Valley AFJROTC 
POC: Vaughn Whited 

Randy Meyer 

Peoria HS AFJROTC 
POC: Jacob Benke 

Jerry & Pam Wojtas 

Agua Fria AFJROTC 
POC: Col Dereck Blough 

Randy Meyer 

Thunderbird NJROTC 
POC: Erich Schmidt 

Chris Schmidt 
Cadet Nancy Solis 

Tolleson MCJROTC 
POC: MSgt Antonio Car-

rion 
Randy Meyer 

Cactus AFJROTC 
POC: LtCol Roel Zamora 

Buz Isban 
Cadet Jade Navarro 

 M auditorium 

Independence NJROTC 
POC: Rex Foster 

Buz Isban 

     
       

MOWW Chapter Leadership – 

2025-6 
Commander: Chris Schmidt 

Senior Vice: Vacant 

Junior Vice: Randy Meyer 

Treasurer: Buz Isban 

Marshal: Mel Howry 

Surgeon: Chris Schmidt 

Chaplain: Tom Troxell 

Bulletin Editor: Carlton Bjerkaas (Acting) 

Web Master: Ken Coffman 

Recruitment Committee: Ann Garnett and   

Linda Howry 

Historian: Ken Coffman 

AZYLC Member at Large: Linda Howry 

MOC: Ken Coffman 

Essay Contest: Fred Garnett 

Immediate Past Commander: Mel Howry 
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Peoria High School AFJROTC Award 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Jerry Wojtas presenting MOWW AFJROTC 
award at Peoria HS on May 5th. 

 

Dysart High School Army JROTC Award 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Jerry Wojtas presented our award to Cadet 
Bianca Puence, Dysart High School Army 
JROTC.  

 

Cactus High School AFJROTC Award 

 
 

Buz Inman presenting MOWW AFJROTC award 
at Cactus High School to Cadet Jade Navarro.  

. 
 

Annual Chapter Awards and Recognitions 
 

The Gathering 
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The Meeting 

 

Commander Mel Howry leads things off.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Ken Blanchard reading the Preamble. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Ken Blanchard explains the Purple Star School 
program. 

 
Awards and Recognition: Certificates of Ap-
preciation  

 
Buz Isban Reading the citations 
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Randy Meyer - Junior Vice 
 

 Chris Schmidt - Senior Vice, Surgeon 

Buz Isban - Treasurer 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Carlton Bjerkaas – Bulletin Editor (Acting) 
 

 
Susan Blanchard – Purple Star School Program 
 

John Kusmit – IT Support 
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Tom Troxell – Chaplain 

 
Ann Garnet - Recruiting 

 
Ken Blanchard – Marshall, Purple Star School 
Leader 
 
 
 
 

 
The Closing 

 
Benediction 

 
New Commander Chris Schmidt making closing 
comments. 
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Summer Celebrations 

 

Happy Birthdays - June 

 

16 June         Barbara Meyer     
28 June  Gary Yerk  
 

Happy Birthdays - July 

 
2 July  Cary Meriwether 
10 July Linda Howry 
27 July Ed Williams 
 

Happy Birthdays - August 

  
10 August Pam Wotjas 
12 August Tom Troxell 
  

Happy Birthdays - September  

 
10 September Marsha Hanson 
14 Septemberr    Ken Blanchard 
21 September Raymond Deane 

           23 September Gerald Jenson 
 

Happy Anniversaries - June 

 
 33 Years         Ken Williams    
 

Happy Anniversaries – August 

 
2 Years  Gary Yerk 

 

Happy Anniversaries - September 

 
39 Years  Gerrie Cooper 

  

 
 

Future Events 

   

5-10 August 2025 - MOWW National Conven-
tion Tucson, AZ  
11 Oct 2025 – Chapter Meeting  
08 Nov 2025 – Chapter Meeting  
13 Dec 2025 – Chapter Meeting  
10 Jan 2026 – Chapter Meeting  
14 Feb 2026 – Chapter Meeting  
14 Mar 2026 – Chapter Meeting  
11 Apr 2026 – Chapter Meeting  
09 May 2026 – Chapter Meeting  
 
 

Did You Know 

 
June 24, 1948 - Soviet Russia began a blockade 
of Berlin. Two days later the Allies responded 
with an emergency airlift to relieve two million 
isolated West Berliners. During the Berlin Airlift, 
American and British planes flew about 278,000 
flights, delivering 2.3 million tons of food, coal 
and medical supplies. A plane landed in Berlin 
every minute from eleven Allied staging areas in 
West Germany. The Russians lifted their block-
ade of Berlin on May 12, 1949; however, the air-
lift continued until September 30th. 
 
That was the Berlin Candy Bomber’s moment to 
shine. Pilot Gail Halvorson began to drop candy 
to the children of Berlin; in what he called Opera-
tion Little Vittles.   

 
 
 

Coming Soon 

MOWW National Convention 

5-10 August 2025 

Tucson, AZ 



June 2025 Page 8 
 

Bulletin Deadline 

The deadline for submission of articles for the 
October 2025 Bulletin is the 16th of Oct.     

Email articles to carltonbjerkaas@gmail.com  

 

Luke AFB Retired News 

  
The next Retiree Appreciation Day at Luke AFB 
will be held on Saturday, October 18th from 9 
am until noon.  The location will be the Naval 
Reserve Center at 14160 W. Marauder St., Bldg. 
300.  Featured that day will be Annual Vaccines, 
ID Cards, Finance and Legal Inquiries.  

 

Preview of Next Months Activities and Bulletin 

 

Breakfast Meeting: Oct 11th, 2025 at 0930 to 
1130 at TBD. Guest Speaker: TBD.    Stay tuned 
for an email announcing the details for the Octo-
ber meeting.  Have a break summer break.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:carltonbjerkaas@gmail.com
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SPECIAL FEATURE 

What 'D-Day' Actually Stands For 
 

 
Landing craft put troops ashore on Omaha Beach on D-Day, June 6, 1944. (U.S. National Archives photo) 

Military.com | By Stephen Ruiz 

Published May 28, 2024 at 9:00 am 

 

Twenty years after planning the Allied invasion of Normandy, Gen. Dwight D. Eisenhower received a 

letter that asked him how the June 6, 1944, amphibious assault came to be commonly called D-Day. 

Answering through his executive assistant, Eisenhower replied that "any amphibious operation has 

a 'departed date'; therefore, the shortened term 'D-Day' is used." 

But retired Army Lt. Col. Mark Calhoun, a senior historian at the National WWII Museum in New Or-

leans, does not buy Eisenhower's explanation, reasoning that it took more than one day to load the Al-

lies' ships and landing craft for their journey across the English Channel to fight the Germans on the 

beaches of France. 

  

"Some soldiers departed a couple of days earlier than others did, so it has to be the date that you actu-

ally arrive," Calhoun told Military.com in a phone interview. "Otherwise, it's going to be different 

days." 

Facebook X Pinterest Email Email Email Share

https://www.military.com/author/stephen-ruiz
https://time.com/5599811/d-day-meaning/
https://time.com/5599811/d-day-meaning/
https://time.com/5599811/d-day-meaning/
https://www.military.com/army
https://www.military.com/#facebook
https://www.military.com/#x
https://www.military.com/#pinterest
https://www.military.com/#email
https://www.military.com/#sms
https://www.military.com/#copy_link
https://www.addtoany.com/share#url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.military.com%2Fhistory%2Fwhat-d-day-actually-stands.html&title=What%20%27D-Day%27%20Actually%20Stands%20For


June 2025 Page 10 
 

 
The USS Nevada fires on positions ashore during the landings at Utah Beach on D-Day, June 6, 1944. (Wiki-

media Commons) 

 

What the "D" in D-Day actually stands for has been a source of debate almost from the time that the 

Allies first landed on the French coast. It is one of the most frequently asked questions that the tour 

guides at the National WWII Museum, known as the National D-Day Museum when it opened in 2000, 

receive from visitors. 

The magnitude of D-Day -- the 150,000 Allied service personnel who participated, the 4,415 Allied 

troops killed, the 12 countries that were part of the invasion -- is plain for everyone to see, but pinning 

down the name's origin has proved elusive for many military historians and observers. Some have as-

serted that D-Day stands for "Decision Day" or "Designated Day," while others have surmised it is 

short for "Deliverance Day" or have gone a darker route to "Doomsday" or "Death Day". 

  

Then, there are those who apparently are just fans of repetition, alliteration or both, believing the "D" 

stands for Day. And they would be generally correct, according to Calhoun, a former military planner 

who taught for 14 years at the Army's School of Advanced Military Studies at Fort Leavenworth, Kan-

sas. He explained that "D-Day" -- the date a military operation begins -- is a term favored by strategists 

in plotting out a mission when the precise date is not known. D-Day is part of a common terminology 

for military planners that also includes H-Hour (the hour a military operation begins -- for D-Day, it 

was 6:30 a.m. local time) and M-Day (the date that mobilization for an operation begins). 

https://time.com/5599811/d-day-meaning/
https://www.nationalww2museum.org/about-us
https://www.dday.org/
https://www.army.mil/e2/downloads/rv7/d-day/the-meaning-of-dday-fact.pdf
https://theddaystory.com/discover/what-is-d-day/#:~:text=The%20&apos;D&apos;%20does%20not%20stand,which%20a%20military%20operation%20begins.
https://www.army.mil/e2/downloads/rv7/d-day/the-meaning-of-dday-fact.pdf
https://www.army.mil/e2/downloads/rv7/d-day/the-meaning-of-dday-fact.pdf
https://www.nationalww2museum.org/contributors/dr-mark-t-calhoun
https://www.military.com/base-guide/fort-leavenworth
https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/americanexperience/features/dday-meaning/
https://time.com/5599811/d-day-meaning/
https://time.com/5599811/d-day-meaning/
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A World War II veteran talks to a soldier at the end of a ceremony to mark the 75th anniversary of D-Day at the 

Bayeux War Cemetery in Bayeux, Normandy, France, on June 6, 2019. (Francisco Seco/AP File Photo) 

 

Such jargon proved especially useful in the planning to invade Normandy, which Calhoun said actually 

began in early 1942, more than two years before Germans spotted the first Allied paratroopers on the 

French coast. Relying on all-encompassing terms instead of actual dates also can avoid confusion when 

the plan changes, such as when D-Day was originally scheduled for June 5, 1944, but pushed back a 

day because of a forecast for bad weather. 

Adding or subtracting days from an operation's start is much easier, too, under this planning method, 

according to Calhoun. For example, military planners use "D-2" to mean "two days before D-Day" and 

"D+6" to indicate "six days after D-Day," avoiding exact dates and maintaining operational security. 

"So you can't say, 'It's June 1, so this has to happen on May 1,' but you can say 'D-Day' and then you 

can say 'D-30,' and now you can do all of your planning and you can have this long, detailed timeline 

where you've got a D-Day and you've got things … that are going to have a D plus and a D minus," 

Calhoun explained. 

"Once you finally pick your D-Day, then all you have to do is insert '6 June' where D-Day is, and then 

your minuses and your pluses, you can do the math and you know all the dates." 

The first time that the U.S. Army is believed to have referenced a "D-Day" was on Sept. 7, 1918, about 

two months before World War I ended. Field Order No. 9, First Army, American Expeditionary 

Forces, stated: "The First Army will attack at H hour on D Day with the object of forcing the evacua-

tion of the St. Mihiel Salient [in France]." Calhoun, though, said such military terminology goes back 

further than that, to the mid-19th century and the Prussian general staff under Helmuth von Moltke the 

Elder. 

https://www.dday-overlord.com/en/d-day/timeline
https://www.military.com/daily-news/2023/12/28/irish-woman-whose-weather-forecast-changed-course-of-d-day-dies-100.html
https://history.army.mil/faq/ddaydef.htm
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Helmuth-von-Moltke
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Helmuth-von-Moltke
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World War II included other "D-Days" besides the one at Normandy, including in North Africa and 

Sicily, but in the public consciousness, only one invasion comes to mind. The impact of what that day 

represents in U.S. military, American and world history cannot be overstated, and as D-Day's anniver-

sary approaches, those four letters still stir a sense of reverence for and pride in what the Allies endured 

that day. 

"I have full confidence in your courage, devotion to duty and skill in battle," Eisenhower wrote in 

his "Order of the Day" on D-Day. "We will accept nothing less than full Victory! Good Luck and let us 

all beseech the blessings of Almighty God upon this great and noble undertaking." 

In that message to the troops, Eisenhower never referenced "D-Day." Somehow, it didn't seem neces-

sary. 

Stephen Ruiz 

 

 
Stephen Ruiz is an associate editor and content writer for Military.com. He previously worked for more than 30 

years as a copy editor, writer and online producer for various newspapers. Stephen enjoys running, spending 

time with his girlfriend, Audrea, and dog, Holly, and rooting on his favorite sports teams, including his alma 

mater, LSU.  

 

© Copyright 2025 Military.com. All rights reserved 
 
 
Source:  What 'D-Day' Actually Stands For | Military.com

https://time.com/5599811/d-day-meaning/
https://time.com/5599811/d-day-meaning/
https://www.eisenhowerlibrary.gov/sites/default/files/research/online-documents/d-day/order-of-the-day.pdf
http://military.com/
https://www.military.com/history/what-d-day-actually-stands.html
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