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COMMANDER’s Comments:

Companions:

We had a great turnout at the February Chapter
Meeting. Famous Daves’s meeting room had every
seat full. Therefore, the Staff reviewed other locations
for future meetings. It was decided to continue
meeting at Great American Steakhouse on Mesa Hills
for the upcoming meetings based upon the
anticipated attendance for the meetings. Remember if
you can’t make it to the in-person meeting, all our
meetings are available on ZOOM as well.

Ideas are needed for upcoming anniversary events. As
you are aware, this year is American 250, celebrating
250 years of American History.

Also, this year will be the 50t Massing of the Colors.
We need your ideas on activities for participation &
sponsorship; ideas to make our Massing of the Colors
a memorable event. We will be discussing ideas at our
Chapter meetings as a standing agenda item. All ideas
are welcome!

For the Good of the Order:
HPM Dan Maher, Chapter Commander

Future Meetings:

¢ Monthly Hybrid Chapter meetings:
Please watch the meeting invites for
location and date. We have changed
our meetings to the 15t Saturday of
each month. All our meetings are also
HYBRID on ZOOM.

+  Saturday, March 7, 2026, March
Hybrid Chapter Meeting.
Great American Steakburger, Mesa
Hills. Lunch 11-12; meeting starts at 12
noon. SPEAKER LTC Beckwith at
UTEP ROTC.

e Saturday, April 4, 2026 April Hybrid Chapter

Meeting. First Responders Recognition.
Great American Steakburger, Mesa Hills.
Lunch 11-12; meeting starts at 12 noon.

e  Saturday, May 2, 2026 May Hybrid Chapter
Meeting. Recognition of Eagle Scouts. Great

American Steakburger, Mesa Hills. Lunch 11-
12; meeting starts at 12 noon.

e Saturday, June 6, 2026. Great American
Steakburger, Mesa Hills. Lunch 11-12;
meeting starts at 12 noon.

¢ SAVE THE DATE: Future meetings
will be held on the 15t Saturday of
each month.

February 2026 MEETING

SUMMARY: Thanks to everyone who attended
the February meeting. We had a great turnout—we
filled the room! Sr Vice CINC LtCol Marlon Ruiz
joined our meeting via ZOOM. We inducted one new
member, SFC Maria Gonzalez. Cadets from Franklin
High School Air Force JRTOC shared information
about their activities. Certificates of appreciation
were distributed to those present who participated in
the Ozzie Challenge. Everyone also signed Valentines
Day Cards to be sent to local Veterans. Enjoyed lunch
and companionship at Famous Daves.
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HAPILAIN’s UPDATE

From our Chaplain, HPM Laura
Beltran: Please keep the following
e COmpanions in our prayers:

Sister Teresa Barton and Col

Maureen Lofberg who are in assisted

living/rehab facilities. Also, CPT David
Thackston is currently in the hospital and
undergoing treatments.

Condolences to the family of MG James P.

Maloney who passed on February 6, 2026
at the age of 94 MG Maloney was a long-
time perpetual member of the Chapter who
frequently participated in Veterans Forums
and other activities. Services were held on
February 17, 2026. Here’s the link to his
obituary Major General James Parker Maloney,
U.S. Army Ret. Obituary - El Paso Times

Condolences also to Sr. Vice David
Thackston and family on the passing of his
Aunt MaryLou Birney, a former member
of the Chapter who attended meetings,
MOCs,and parades when she was in town
(she lived most recently in Odessa, TX).

REASURER’S UPDATE:

Maj. Bill Tarpley (Ret) provided a
detailed update on our budget at the

February meeting.

ISTORIAN’S COMMENTS:
LTC John Hamilton (Ret)
shares the following:

History Note #22
Past El Paso MOWW Commander honored

On Oct 31, 1970, the El Paso MOWW
Chapter honored a past commander, Col. Paul Van
Tuyl. The meeting took place at the Empire Club at
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2814 Montana. Col. Van Tuyl was a veteran of World
Wars I and IT and the Korean War. He retired from
active duty in 1961 and moved to El Paso, where he
joined the faculty of Clint High School. When he
retired from that job, he took up residence in
Caparica, a beach town suburb of Lisbon, Portugal.
He occupied a four-room furnished apartment with
food for himself and two full-time domestics at a cost
of $123 per month. He had recently attended the
MOWW national convention as the sole delegate from
El Paso and rendered a report on the activities. The
3L Ak m current

- Chapter vice
commander,
Col. R.M.
Twitchell,
presided.
Joining him
were charter
members and
past
commanders,

including
VISITOR FROM PORTUGAL—Col. (USA-Ret) Paul Van Tuyl,
second from left, past commander of El Paso Chapter, MOWW, Cols. W.M.

i Lisbor lks with friends the E .
b Welcoming Van Tupl ‘were, from left, Col. (usaRes  Britten, G.B.
M. H. Thomlinson, eldest member in the chapter, Col. (USA-

Ret) T. R. Sharp, past Texas State commander, MOWW, and L. Hudson, O.P.

Col. (AUS-Ret) R. M. Twitchell, vice commander of the chapter. Lance H T
, f. 1.

Moses, L. Neprud, H.E. Robinette, T.R. Sharp, and
M.H. Thomlinson. Col. F. R. Lafferty, USAF retired,
and Commander M.G. McKinney, US Navy retired,
were also in attendance. Col Thomlinson was the
oldest member there. Col Thomlinson was a former
Fort Bliss garrison commander during World War II,
and author or “The Garrison of Fort Bliss, 1849-1916,
copies of which are still around on used book
websites. Cmdr McKinney was a collector of old Fort
Bliss photos, many of which are in the Fort Bliss
Museum archive, the El Paso County Historical
Society archive, and the UTEP library.

From the El Paso Herald Post, Saturday, Oct. 31,

1970

COUTING:

There were no new Eagle Scout Awards
this month. Award of a special
scholarship to two scouts from Troop
8T5 will take place at March 2026 meeting. The
scholarships are in honor of Scout Anthony
Smith, of Troop 37, who passed in 2025.
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Who:
Pack
3029 Cub
Scouts,
Adrian
Munguia
(Den
Leader)
and
Alakai
Munguia
(Den
Chief)
What:
Scouting

for Food

When: 7 & 14 February 2026

Where: West El Paso, TX

Why: to help families fight hunger
Thanks to Pack 3029 for their community
services.

OMPANION ACTIVITIES:

**Please submit information

on your activities for the
Newsletters to
gep.moww@gmail.com.

Companions Ivette Champion and Lucille
Samuel were among others attending the February
meeting of the El Paso Tx Women’s Veterans.

Companions Carl Dwyer and Paula Mitchell
completed a 16-hour training program on Group
Crisis Intervention on February 18-19, 2026.
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Companion Chrystal
Martinez recently
donated baby items,
women’s clothing, and
toys to a church in
Northeast El Paso.
Thanks for your support
of the community!

W'J’S HEARS
JEUVERANCE
T MINISTRY

ATIONAL & HOMELAND
SECURITY:

*The Chapter needs a Chair for the
National & Homeland Security—any volunteers?

There’s a current advisory from the State
Department about travel to Mexico due to recent
Cartel activities following the death of a Cartel
Boss by the Mexican Military on February 21,
2026. Travel advisories also exist for other
countries. Please check the State Department for
current advisories at Travel Advisories |

Travel.State.gov.

UBLIC SAFETY, LAW &
ORDER:

January 2026 started the nomination
s pTrOCesS for the Chapter’s First Responder
Awards. Nominations are due by March 6, 2026.
Awardees will be recognized at the April 4, 2026
meeting. Please contact Companions Paula Mitchell
OR Ivette Champion for more information and a copy
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of the nomination form. Two nominations have been

received to date.

ETERANS AFFAIRS: our

chapter is a member of the El Paso United

Association of Veterans Organizations

(UAVO). CPT David Thackston & LTC
Jesus Beltran are our liaisons. Meetings are held
monthly. They bring back information about
activities from other organizations as well as sharing

our upcoming events.

Several Companions participated recently in the
annual Borderplex Veteran & Family Caregiver expo
on February 20-21, 2026. Please send photos to

gep.moww@gmail.com.

Upcoming events:

A2, WELCOME HOME

VIETNAM VETEFlgN'S

JOIN THE NATION....THANK A VIETNAM VETERAN
FOR SERVICE TO GUR NATION!

% o K ..
SAVE THE DATE
MARCH 29, 2026 2:00PM
OLD GLORY MEMORIAL, VIETWAM MEMORIAL WALL
9550 GATEWAY NORTH
RSVF: OLDGLORYMEMORIAL@GMAIL. COM
WALK-INS WELCOME
TEXT (915)474-8619 OR (915)526-1273

M|I|tary .
Veterans Ball

114.26

5PM -TIPM

| CENTENNIAL BANQUET AND CONFERENCE CENTER
" 1199 SERGEANT £, CHURCHILLST.
FORT BLISS, TX 79916

ElPaso 2026 e
Blnc HISTORY

MONTH PARADE

A CENTURY OF BLACK HISTORY
COMMEMORATIONS

@hotmail.cor

CELEBRAT LEBR&TE -

k

BLACK HISTORY =
MONTH

ACHIEVEMENTS CONTRIBUTIONS
THROVGHOUT HISTORY

*Check our Facebook
Page for updated events
from other UAVO
members or updates on
times/locations for some
of these events.

BREAKOUT SESSIONS FOR: | WHAT WE'LL COVER

o Youth Azes 10-13 erenrdmgnm nds
L

o Parents & Grandparer r.' € Healhy enping sk

@ Intemet & sacial media
15 March 28,2026 |
10:00AM-2:00pp | B Bulling prevention
& Team building &
scholarship opporturities

1390 Northwestern Dr
Outpatient Campus

and mare!

HOSTED BY COMMUNITY COLLABORAT|
RSVP (915) 319-1839

%nnm FlPaso A RIO

LopeETa7

ASSING OF THE COLORS

It’s time to start planning for the 2026

event. The Chapter is asking for your

ideas since the 2026 MOC will be the
Chapter’s 50th Massing of the Colors and 2026 is also
America’s 250t Anniversary!_Let us know your
ideas to really celebrate.

ATRIOTIC EDUCATION:

SGM Anthony Rausch is working on
plans for a future Youth Leadership

s Scminar. Stay tuned for more information.

ROTC/ROTC:

Highlights of recent activities
from some of our JROTC
Thanks to the Cadets from Franklin for
attending the February meeting and sharing
their activities. Certificates were also presented
to the participants.
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Please send
highlights of
ROTC or
JROTC cadet
activities for
the next &
future
newsletters!

3 o & >

W /.s.n- Force’ 4

TROIC Cad®ls discuss theif |
- agtivities. b

Email to gep.moww@gmail.com by the 20t of

each month.

EW MEMBERS:

Let’s welcome our new
members yet to be inducted.

«  SCPO Omar Gonzalez, USN

(Retired)

«  SGT Anna M. Harris Howell, USA
(Retired)

«  SSGT Sonia Hernandez, USA
(Retired)

«  SGT Bonita Johnson, Ret., (USA)
¢ SGT Donna Juarez, USA (Former)
« LCDR John Kind, Ret. (USN)

« SgtMaj Robert Way, Ret. (USMC)

Next meeting is scheduled for March 7,
2026. Please try to attend and be
inducted!

Companions:

l ntroducing our New

SFC Maria Gonzalez was inducted at the
February Chapter luncheon!
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New Members are encouraged to submit a
photo and/or a brief introduction so everyone
can get to know you! Email to

gep.moww@gmail.com. Welcome!

EBRUARY BIRTHDAYS
include:

CSM Paul D. Albright 1 Feb
MAJ Joseph A. Cancellare 3 Feb
MAJ Larry D. Spradlin 3 Feb
CSM Carl B. Dwyer 7 Feb

Mr. James M. Smith 8 Feb

SGT Donna Juarez 11 Feb

MAJ J. Kenneth Lucius 13 Feb
SGM Velton Locklear, Jr., 16 Feb
Ms. Laura S. Beltran 20 Feb
Mr. Matthew M. Holland 21 Feb
Ms. Jazmin P. Lombrana 24 Feb
CW3 Michael B. Moore 25 Feb

ARCH BIRTHDAYS
include:

Mr. Scott Ylinen 1 Mar
MAJ Rubin Dinwiddie, Jr. 6 Mar
CAPT Herve Leboeuf III 7 Mar
SFC Maria Gonzalez 21 Mar
LTC Webster Powell III 22 Mar
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LTC Bruce Gramlich 23 Mar

PO3 Chrystal Martinez 27 Mar

Ms. Maria Holland 28 Mar

CPT Donald Willimas 29 Mar
ATIONAL MOWW
NEWS.

e SAVE THE DATE; The 2026 National
Convention will be in San Antonio, TX,
11-16 August 2026. Hotel: The Westin
Riverwalk, 420 W. Market Street, San
Antonio, TX.

e The Officer Review will become_The
MOWW Review beginning in 2026. This
change reflects the changes in
membership and activities of the Order.

e MOWW America 250 Challenge Coins
are available online at the MOWW
Store. You can also purchase shirts,
caps, and other items online.

e  MOWW Outreach Committee met to
discuss planning & coordinating the
upcoming national convention and

recruitment materials.

® In honor of America’s 250th
Anniversary, MOWW National and the
MOWW San Diego Chapter have
created Freedom Bells — a free bell
tolling web app designed to unite
Americans in a synchronized moment of
reflection and celebration. On July 4,
2026, FreedomBells.org will count
down to 12 noon local time, allowing
Chapters, individuals, families, schools,
and communities to toll bells together in
a shared national moment proclaiming
liberty. Whether gathered in a public
ceremony, participating from home, or
far from home, Freedom Bells makes it
possible for everyone to take part in this
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historic moment. Learn more and
register at FreedomBells.org .

e March 15, 2026. Constitution &
Bylaws Amendment Submission
Deadline.

e June1, 2026. End of Year Chapter
Activity Report (CAR) Submission:
National Citation Nomination Deadline;
National Officers Annual Report
Deadline; Chapter Program Award
Submission Deadline!

Please help us grow our Chapter!
A copy of the Membership
Application is at the back of the
newsletter!

ALL VETERANS

ARE ELIGIBLE FOR
MEMBERSHIP

The Military Order of the World Wars

TRATEGIC PLANS 2023-
2028 MOWW Strategic Plan

e MIOWW VISION: A strong
America, dedicated to preserving and
advancing American Ideals and
Founding Principles.

MOWW MISSION: The Military
Order of the World Wars serves our
nation and local communities b
providing and supporting activities that
promote and encourage responsible

GREATER EL PASO CHAPTER (#70) NEWSLETTER

Page6



The Greater El Paso Chapter of the
Military Order of the World Wars #70

It is Nobler to Serve Than to be Served

FEBRUARY 2026 NEWSLETTER

In Our 2md Century of Serving Youth, Community and Nation

citizenship, patriotism, youth
leadership, military and public service,
veteran support, and strong national
security.

Strategic Goal One (SG1):
Consistently develop and deliver
attractive, and high-impact community
outreach programs and activities.

Strategic Goal Two (SG2): Expand
our impact through alliances and
strategic partnerships with
organizations that align with our
mission.

Strategic Goal Three (SG3):
Increase visibility of the Order at the
national and local community labels
through focused communication,
marketing strategies, and local
community engagement.

Strategic Goal Four (SG4): Annually

grow engaged and sustainable MOWW
membership.

Strategic Goal Five (SG5): Increase
revenues ensuring adequate financial
resources to fulfill the Order’s mission.
Strategic Goal Six (SG6): Increase
the number of chapters and strengthen
existing chapters.

HAPTER ACTION
PLAN FOR OY
2025-2026:

Strategic Goal One (SG1): Consistently
develop and deliver attractive, and high-
impact community outreach programs and
activities.

1. Increase public attendance and unit
participation at our annual Massing of the
Colors Ceremony.

2. Continue and increase Veterans’ Day/Week
forums at local grade schools.

3. Continue to support and promote awareness of
Homeland & National security needs and
efforts.

4. Increase focus on more community
participation and involvement in scheduled
activities and events.

5. Infuse more Chapter Outreach & Networking
Program planning in our Chapter Awards &
Recognition Program.

6. Sponsor at least one student to either the
Arizona or Rocky Mountain Youth Leadership
Conference annually.

Strategic Goal Two (SG2): Expand our impact
through alliances and strategic partnerships with
organizations that align with our mission.

7. Continue a Scouting recognition program.

8. Recognize outstanding Public Safety, Law
Enforcement and First Responder personnel.

9. Recognize a Citizen-of-the- Year annually.

10. Recognize outstanding Youth and ROTC and
JROTC Cadets.

11. Invite 3 to 4 SROTC/JROTC units to each
Chapter luncheon during the academic year.

12. Participate with Ft. Bliss in Memorial Day,
Armed Forces Day and Retirement
Appreciation Day activities and events.

13. Sustain and increase upon our current MOWW
brand outreach and partnership efforts in our
local community through regular submission of
press releases

14. Invite potential Community Patriotic
Organization Partners to every Chapter
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luncheon. Recognize their efforts with a special
Partner certificate.

Strategic Goal Three (SG3): Increase visibility

of the Order at the national and local
community labels through focused
communication, marketing strategies, and
local community engagement.

15. Sustain and continue to build upon our invited
Chapter meeting speaker and special invited
guest planning efforts at a regular monthly
meeting.

16. Continue zoom / hybrid monthly chapter
meeting capabilities.

17. Continue and Increase the number of “Display
the Flag” awards to local businesses.

18. Increase community awareness of the purpose
of the Order and the Chapter.

19. Continue Chaplain greeting card program to
Chapter Companions who are ill or families of
deceased Companions.

20. Continue participation in Independence Day,
Veterans’ Day and Easter Parades in the El
Paso community.

21. Publish at least 6 electronic newsletters.

22. Have an electronic on-line visibility through
social media.

23. Continue exploration, awareness and
promotion of our local Chapter history to our
membership and our community.

Strategic Goal Four (SG4): Annually grow
engaged and sustainable MOWW membership.

24. Increase regular and perpetual chapter
membership over last year.

25. Meet the 75% veteran membership
requirement.

26. Increase attendance at monthly chapter
meetings and Companion participation in
chapter activities.

27. Honor our Deceased Perpetual Members at one
of our monthly membership meetings during
the year.
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Strategic Goal Five (SG5): Increase revenues
ensuring adequate financial resources to
fulfill the Order’s mission.

28. Focus on the Chapter’s fund-raising activities
to support ongoing projects.

Strategic Goal Six (SG6): Increase the
number of chapters and strengthen existing
chapters.

29. Continue to build upon our already very
successful Chapter Awards & Recognition
Program and recognize contributing
Companions and the Chapter Companion-of-
the-Year.

30. Publish an annual membership
roster/directory.

31. *Continue to be competitive at the annual
MOWW National Convention Awards &
Recognition Program by submitting Chapter
Award Applications by June 1, 2026.

32. Recognize our octogenarian and nonagenarian
companions at one of our monthly membership
meetings during the year.

hapter Officers:

|

Commander: HPM Dan Maher

Sr. Vice: CPT David Thackston, USA(Former)
Jr. Vice: SGM Anthony Rausch, USA (Retired)
Adjutant/Newsletter Editor: CPT Paula Mitchell,
USA (former)

Treasurer: MAJ Bill Tarpley, USA (Retired)
Chaplain: HPM Laura Beltran

Historian: LTC John Hamilton, USA (Retired)
Staff Officer: LTC Jesus Beltran, USA (Retired)
Staff Officer: VACANT (Homeland/National
Security)

Marshal: SGM Velton Locklear, USA (Retired)
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If you’re willing to volunteer to be the
Staff Officer (Homeland/National
Security), please let us know!

( :hapter Committees:
NOTE: All committee chairs
need a vice-chair & members.
There are some vacancies. Please talk

to a chapter staff officer to volunteer!
We need your assistance!

Chaplain/Hospitality: Laura Beltran
Historian: John Hamilton
Homeland/National Security: Vacant
JROTC/ROTC; Bill Tarpley

Marshall: Velton Locklear

Massing of the Colors: Jesus Beltran
Newsletter/Social Media: Paula Mitchell
Patriotic Education: David Thackston
Photographer: Laura Beltran

Public Safety, Law & Order: Paula Mitchell
Scouting: Jesus Beltran/Laura Beltran
Veterans Affairs: Paula Mitchell

ollow us on Social
Media:

e Facebook: Greater El Paso
Chapter, Military Order of the
World Wars
Chapter Email:
gep.moww@gmail.com
- Instagram: greaterelpasochapter,
MOWW

» Region XIII website:
www.mowwwscv.com/home
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- National website: moww.org

« National Facebook: Military Order
of the World Wars

 Linked In: The Military Order of
the World Wars (MOWW)

» National Instagram: mowwhq:
Military Order of the World Wars

**More photos of our events are on our
Chapter Facebook page!

EMBERSHIP
APPLICATION:

All U.S. veterans are now eligible for
membership in the Military Order of the
World Wars! The Delegates at the 2025
MOWW National Convention voted to
approve this historic change, ensuring
that every veteran who has honorably
served our nation may now join our
ranks as a Companion.
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HQMOWW/DA (Memibership) | 435 North Lee 5t ; Alexandria, VA 22312301

A APPLICANT'S INFORMATION
Full Name (Firse, Middle, Last, Suffix):
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Military Order of the World Wars #70

It is Nobler to Serve Than to be Served

FEBRUARY 2026 NEWSLETTER

HQUMOWY USEQNY;
Member Bumber:
Date Received by WO
Date HQ Proceszed:

C. APPLICANT'S CREDIT CARD INFORMATION
Credit Card Type:

Maiing Address (Street, Apartment, etc )

(Caty, State, ZIP Code):

OMastercard O Visz
O Discover O American Express

Cell: Can I? N
Email Address:
Birthdate (Day, Month, Year): Spouse’s/Partner’s Name: Card Number:
Applicant’s Service Branch {choose): Expiraton Dot
Ousa Ousuc OUSN  CUSAF  OJUSSE  OJUSCG  [TUSPHS  CINOAA WV Number:

Applicant's Veteran Status (choose/fillin):
DacweDuty DReserve Rt O Former [ National Guard:

Applicant's Dates of Service (MM/YY]: w© Rank:

b
‘authorize The Military Order of the Worid Wars
t0 charge my credit card above for the agreed

Hereditary Membership Linkage (if appiicable):

|understand that my credit
card information will NOT be saved.

How did you hear of MOWW?

% Cardholder's (Payor's] Signature:

AUSA Partnership: O Optin O optOut
B, X
yetean ereditary s INFORMA
O Perpetuat 1:$50000 1 Perpetust(sge 211 1x S500.00 D. SPONSOR'S IN TION
Dinstoment: 4. 5125 00 g o Spo Name, Rank, Service:

srterly
Perpetusi(1* year o Cammisson/Warrant: 11 520000
1 Reguier: $60.00/year fone-time paymer)
3 Reguler: $60.00yea fone-time payment]
IMemoris Perpetunt: 11 525000

Requested MOWW Chapter of Affliation:

# Sponsor's Signature:

X,

» Applicant’s Signature:

X Date;

Date:

Note: Online application available at
Become a Member - Military Order of

the World Wars

*MOWW-

MILITARY ORDER
OF THE WORLD WARS

About Us

MOWW serves our
nation and local
communities by
providing and
supporting activities
that promote and
encourage responsible
citizenship, patriotism,
youth leadership,
military and public
service, veteran
support, and strong
national security.

Get Involved

MOWW has 72
chapters with over
6,300 membersin 32
states and Puerto
Rico. Find a Chapter
near you and join us
in our good work.

uth, Community and Nation

OWW IMPACT:

2024-2025 PROGRAM IMPACT SHEET

EDICATED TO SERVING
MUNITY, AND NATION

PATRIOTIC EDUCATION

78 YOUTH LEADERSHIP EVENTS

over 1,260 students impacted

EMPOWERING YOUTH &
SUPPORTING COMMUNITIES

839 1,842

ROTC MEDALS JROTC MEDALS

1,256 712
SCOUTING AMERICA GIRL SCOUTS USA
AWARDS AWARDS

MOWW SUPPORTED 1,558 JROTC AND 263 ROTC UNITS

 Veterans
2 345+ + Law Enforcement
’ & First Responders
EVENTS « National Security

TO SUPPORT: + Homeland Security
¥ Local Communities

Advancing Resp ( @

Patriotism, and Youth Leadership
Across the Couniry

TO LEARN MORE VISIT MOWW.ORG
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