
Commander’s Time  

Dear Companions, families and friends;   

 Debbie and I hope you all enjoyed a great Thanksgiving, and we 

want to Thank You all for what you have done to support the Phoe-

nix MOWW Chapter over the years especially through the impact of 

COVID. I’m not sure that we are over that yet. It was particularly 

devastating to us and the administration/conduct of our annual AZ 

Youth Leadership Conference(s). However, we were extremely blessed to be able 

to accomplish our Massing of the Colors and support Veterans Day this year.  

  Without the conduct of an AZYLC for the past three years, we missed so many 

opportunities to teach young people what they need in Civics, Leadership and 

Free Enterprise. We also missed opportunities to create leaders to assist us as 

Team Leaders and Staff. Even though, we have begun the planning process 

again and are now on track to complete a Conference in 2023. Presently, our 

next AZYLC is programmed as a 5-day event to be held sometime in JUL 2023. 

However, we are evaluating ways to reduce the number of days, and thereby the 

cost, but without damaging our total curriculum goals. The New Director, Fred 

Garnet, is currently analyzing our options. After a short illness, he and Jeff 

Schrade, the immediate past Director, will hopefully be able to meet and come 

up with a reasonable reduction. They will make some recommendations soon so 

we can forward them to all the Chapter Commanders and AZYLC staff to evalu-

ate, and then we can make a final decision for AZYLC 2023 and start recruiting. 

   As I mentioned last month,  I encourage you to talk to your friends and neigh-

bors and tell them about MOWW. Ask them to join and help out with our mis-

sions. Talk about the effect we have on youth, at all levels of Scouting (Boy 

Scouts and Girl Scouts), ROTC, JROTC, Naval Sea Cadets, Elks Antlers, and 

Home Schooled, and stress what we can do locally to recruit our best HS stu-

dents for AZYLC 2023. For example, If you have not been involved in any of 

these groups like Scouting, look at the potential youth in your area. If you have 

any connections with these or other groups such as Civil Air Patrol, etc. let us 

know and we will make every effort to help you recruit from them. If you need 

help in recruiting either potential new Companions or candidates for AZYLC 

2023, let me know. You can contact me at email: DandDMinor@aol.com or call 

me at 480-209- 8941. 

  While Deb and I are out of the country, our Sr Vice CDR, Jeanne Blaes, and Jr 

Vice CDR/Adjutant, Mike Halpin, have stepped in to represent our Chapter at 

two 7 DEC events. Early in the morning on 7 DEC 2022, Jeanne attended the 

MOWW Apache Trail Chapter’s 29th Annual East Valley Massing of the Colors 

held at Marcos de Niza HS (MDNHS). She presented our colors and was our 

Chapter’s lead at this special gathering. The MDNHS Chamber Orchestra and 

Chamber Singers provided outstanding musical support to the program. And, as 

usual the Tempe Union HS District (TUHSD) JROTC cadets were fully  engaged  in           
        Continued on page 2 
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the carrying and presentation of Colors, in addition to providing the Troop formation. Our very own Chapter Com-

panion, Col USAF Retired Tom Kirk, was the guest speaker at this event. His recount of his POW experiences and 

being thankful for all of the opportunities that our great nation provides us, were especially poignant.  

  Directly, following the MOC, Jeanne joined Mike downtown Phoenix, at Wesley Bolin Plaza for the Pear Harbor Re-

membrance Day Ceremony, sponsored this year by Honoring America’s Veterans, AZDVS, and the TriWest 

Healthcare Alliance. The program included a Commemorative Flyover by WWII biplanes, Raising of the 48-star flag 

by the Scottish American Military Society (SAMS), and the Presentation of Wreaths. The keynote address was pro-

vided by RDML USN Retired Jim Symonds, and the Guest Speaker was RDML Terry Moulton, Deputy Surgeon Gen-

eral USN Retired, who is also the Senior Advisor to TriWest. Photos taken at both of the events that we supported 

can be viewed below and on page 3. 

  I hope you have remembered to put our next Chapter Quarterly Meeting on your calendar! It is scheduled for 17 

DEC 2023 at our home (the Minor’s), and you are all invited!! Please give a call to those people outside the Chap-

ter membership who have been helping us to meet our goals this past year - like the Wardons, Irene Ploski and 

Maverick, Marion Cartland, etc - and be sure they are extended an invitation to join us. There will be a short meet-

ing to recognize what some of you have done since the last meeting. We will have our Patriotic Education Story 

Boards on Massing of the Colors and AZYLC on display, as well. So, bring any potential members that you might 

know, to this Holiday Gathering/Meeting to learn what we are all about! We are grateful and excited that our great 

Mahar Family, with their string instruments, will be able to play for us again, this year. Two of the three young adult 

Mahars will be participating in the musical program. 

  Even if you are not able to have your possible new member attend this Quarter’s Meeting, be sure they get this 

Newsletter and ask us if you need any help to finalize their membership. 

  As we are half way though our OY, I have asked Jeanne to re-publish our 2022-2023 Annual Plan in this Newslet-

ter for everyone’s review (see page 9). If you have any thoughts as to how we can accomplish more of our goals, or 

want to provide any other news that maybe useful to our membership, please furnish it to our Outstanding News-

letter Editor, Jeanne Blaes. 

 Merry Christmas and Happy Holidays to all those who will not be able to attend our meeting!  

         Richard “Dick” Minor, Chapter CDR   

Commander’s Time continued 

DECEMBER 2022  

28th Annual East Valley MOC & Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day Ceremony ~ 7 DEC 2022 

7 DEC 2022 - 29th EVMOC: (L to R) 

MDNHS Color Guard; Organization 

Colors; Col (Ret) Tom Kirk; Region 

XIII CDR/Dept of AZ CDR/Apache 

Trail Chapter CDR, LTC (Ret) Pat 

Stolze; MOC Companions  
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Program Reports 

7 DEC 2022 Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day (L to R): Region XIII CDR/Dept of AZ CDR/Apache Trail 

Chapter CDR, Pat Stolze and Phoenix Chapter Jr Vice CDR, Mike Halpin present our MOWW wreaths; 

WWII Biplane flyover: Pearl Harbor Anchor; Companions R. Boucher, J. Blaes, S. Farrell and M. Halpin     

VOLUNTEERS: HELP WANTED! Will you make a time commitment and volunteer to help our Chapter fill the many 
vacancies that we have in our Staff and Chair positions? Several of the following positions have been vacant for 
over a year! Please, won’t you help?  

* STAFF JAG  A current or former civil or military Attorney; someone with a  background in legal affairs  (this is a 

critical staff position)  

* HISTORIAN  Someone to capture the history of the Chapter in publications, photos, documents, etc. 

* COMMITTEE CHAIRS: VETERANS AFFAIRS, MONUMENTS & MEMORIALS, NATIONAL/HOMELAND SECURITY and 

LAW & ORDER 

Many THANKS to Jim Moye who has volunteered to be our new Chapter TREASURER!!!  

2nd Qtr Chapter Meeting & Chapter Christmas Party ~ 17 DEC 2022 

WHAT: 2nd Quarter Phoenix Chapter MOWW Meeting and Chapter Christmas Party  

WHERE: Dick and Debbie Minor’s home, 8300 E. Dixileta Drive #276, Scottsdale, AZ 85266 

WHEN: Saturday, 17 DEC 2022 at 11 AM  

The Minor’s will have food and drinks prepared, but don’t forget, you too are invited to 
bring a main dish or side dish or dessert to share. The chapter will also conduct a wine 
raffle, so bring some cash to help us with our Chapter Fund. If you would like to do a gift 
exchange, you please coordinate with Dick a head of time. 

VETERANS AFFAIRS PROGRAM : (Jeanne J. Blaes, PhD) Committee Chair Vacant  

16 DEC 2022, 1-4 PM EST/11-2 PM AZ time, Virtual PACT Act Symposium: Honoring Our Promise - In-
creasing Awareness; click the following LINK to join; use Webinar #2763 374 0710 or Phone 404-397-1596 
Access Code 2763 374 0710; for more info on this seminar call the Phoenix VA 
Regional Office 602-627-2734, Jesus Rodriguez 

17 DEC 2022, 10 AM, Wreaths Across America Remembrance, National Me-
morial Cemetery of AZ, 23029 N. Cave Creek Road, Phoenix 5024 (Patricia Kelly 
at: phxpatkelly@aol.com) 

17 DEC 2022, 10 AM, Wreaths Across America Remembrance, Green Acres 
Cemetery, 401 North Hayden Road, Scottsdale, AZ, 85257  

You can find more local veterans events and news published on the Unified Arizona Veterans Facebook 
page located at the following link: https://www.facebook.com/groups/unifiedarizonaveterans/ 

For additional opportunities contact Jeanne Blaes (blaesjj@gmail.com)                           Continued on page 4 

https://veteransaffairs.webex.com/veteransaffairs/j.php?MTID=md8c3ba24222d04df1030dd33a6352519
https://www.facebook.com/groups/unifiedarizonaveterans/
https://www.wreathsacrossamerica.org/
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Program Reports Continued 

PATRIOTIC  EDUCATION PROGRAM:  

ARIZONA YOUTH LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE (AZYLC) 2023 - Dick Minor, Special Assistant to the Di-
rector 
  As previously mentioned in the Commander’s Time, the AZYL Inc Board and our New Director, Fred Gar-
net, are currently in the process of making plans for AZYLC 2023 and identifying what, if any, changes might 
be made to the length and content of the Leadership Conference, without impacting our overall curriculum 
goals. At the present time, we are planning on conducting AZYLC 2023 in JUL 2023. You are encouraged to 
check with the www.azylc.org website and AZYLC Facebook site, periodically, for updated information on 
further plans for holding AZYLC 2023.  
  Be aware that we will also continue to focus on addressing potential challenges that may arise concerning 
the health and safety of our future delegates. Based upon our past year’s experiences regarding COVID vac-
cinations and medical certifications of Youth Conference attendees, we will explore ways to conduct single-
day, individual Chapter-centric, local Youth Leadership Seminars (YLSs) to be held on multiple dates and 
various locations in AZ to meet the needs of our youth, while also achieving our PE goals. Please contact 
Dick if you have some ideas on conducting targeted groups for YLSs during the next school year and/or 
ways to ensure a successful AZYLC 2023. Our 2023 AZYLC curriculum goals continue to be:     

50% Leadership, 30% Patriotism, US Government (Constitution) & US History, and 20% Free Enterprise 

JROTC Report - Jeanne Blaes for MAJ Kirk Loving, SAI Betty Fairfax HS  
As schools begin to break for the Holidays and a new year in in sight, keep in mind that we are getting that 
much closer to the time that we will be looking for presenters to help our Chapter with the presentation of 
JROTC Awards at the different High Schools throughout the Phoenix School District and beyond (i.e. where 
ever located in our Chapter footprint). Kirk Loving will be our coordinating liaison between school representa-
tives and Chapter Companions, as ceremony dates and times are made known at the end of the school year.   

SCOUTING PROGRAM:  

GIRL SCOUTS: Debbie Kerr-Minor &  BOY SCOUTS: Jeanne J. Blaes, PhD 
Deb has been working with the Girls Scouts to stay in the loop on future Gold Award Presenta-
tions and Jeanne has been talking to Boy Scout Troop Leaders in our Phoenix Chapter’s foot-
print, in order to spread the word about presenting Eagle Scout recipients with an MOWW Certifi-
cate of Recognition. If you should know of any Troop Leaders who would be interested in working 
with our Chapter, please have them contact Jeanne Blaes.   

MONUMENTS & MEMORIALS: (Jeanne J. Blaes, PhD) Committee Chair Vacant   
   Vietnam Veterans Memorial at Wesley Bolin Memorial Plaza in Phoenix, AZ. The memorial was dedicated 
9 NOV 2005. It consists of 10 columns of black granite engraved with the names of 
Arizonans killed or reported missing in action in Vietnam. Jasper D’Ambrosi nationally 
acclaimed bronze artist of Tempe, Arizona, created the “Fallen Warrior” sculpture. It 
portrays young soldiers as war’s victims as much as war’s heroes.  
  Wesley Bolin Memorial Plaza is located in front of the AZ state capitol complex in 
downtown Phoenix. The manicured grounds serves as a home to a number of memo-
rials honoring prominent figures in AZ history and other events that have had an im-
pact on the state. The Plaza is a work-in-progress, under the control of the AZ House 
of Representatives and the Governor. Wesley Bolin was the 15th Governor of AZ.  

NATIONAL/HOMELAND SECURITY & LAW & ORDER: Vacant, Committee Chair  
  The National Terrorism Advisory System (NTAS) is designed to communicate information about terrorist 
threats by providing timely, detailed information to the American public. All Americans share responsibility for 
the nation's security, and should always be aware of the heightened risk of terrorist attack in the United 
States and what they should do. 
   The U.S. Department of Homeland Security (DHS) has responsibility/oversight for the Advisory System and 
has a NTAS web page, which contains current advisories (both Alerts and Bulletins), archived copies of ex-
pired advisories, and additional information on the NTAS system. 
  In 2011, DHS replaced the color-coded alerts of the Homeland Security Advisory System (HSAS) with the 
National Terrorism Advisory System (NTAS).                                                                   Continued on page 5                                                      

http://www.azylc.org
http://www.azylc.org
http://www.azylc.org
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NATIONAL/HOMELAND SECURITY & LAW & ORDER   

  The most current Advisory is an NTAS Bulletin dated 30 NOV 2022 entitled Summary of Terrorism Threat to 
the U.S. - “The U.S. remains in a heightened threat environment. Lone offenders and small groups motivated 
by a range of ideological beliefs and/or personal grievances continue to pose a persistent and lethal threat to 
the Homeland.  Domestic actors and foreign terrorist organizations continue to maintain a visible presence 
online in attempts to motivate supporters to conduct attacks in the Homeland.  Threat actors have recently 
mobilized to violence, citing factors such as reactions to current events and adherence to violent extremist 
ideologies. In the coming months, threat actors could exploit several upcoming events to justify or commit 
acts of violence, including certifications related to the midterm elections, the holiday season and associated 
large gatherings, the marking of two years since the breach of the U.S. Capitol on January 6, 2021, and po-
tential sociopolitical developments connected to ideological beliefs or personal hostility. Targets of potential 
violence include public gatherings, faith-based institutions, the LGBTQI+ community, schools, racial and reli-
gious minorities, government facilities and personnel, U.S. critical infrastructure, the media, and perceived 
ideological opponents.” 
This Bulletin can be viewed at https://www.dhs.gov/ntas/advisory/national-terrorism-advisory-system-bulletin-
november-30-2022  

The Military Order of the World Wars ~ Phoenix Pacesetter Chapter 

Program Reports (Continued) 

 Chaplain’s Corner   

CHRISTMAS, A TIME TO GIVE. CHAP Max Butler 

  Christmas is such a great time of the year because this gives us all 
an excuse to gather with families, to give gifts to those we love, to 
eat great food and fellowship with family and friends and to thank 
God for His many blessings. 

  But Christmas is not always that way for many people.  I have the 
privilege to work with the Palliative Care Team at a local hospital. 
This team deals with many who are going through tremendous phys-
ical struggles, and some do not survive. As a chaplain I often hear 
the sadness in the voices of those who have lost a loved one, I hear the grief and loneliness that exudes from 
their hurting souls. Christmas is not a time of celebration and joy, but a time of sorrow and loss. 

  Then I think that these are just a few of the people that are undergoing difficulties in this world. I heard about a 
company that recently let thousands of their working force go due to the down swing in economy.  As one person 
commented on the loss of a job and income the person said, “It just is not fair.  It is not fair to lose your job right 
before Christmas.” Or what about the family that is struggling to make rent, provide food for everyday meals and 
children that wonder what tomorrow will bring. Here in the USA, we are blessed as no other nation, but many mil-
lions of people will go hungry today and tomorrow. Many will not look forward to Christmas because they feel hun-
gry, alone and worried about the future. 

  What are we to do for all these hurting people? Can we give all our income to the impoverished to make their 
lives better?  Can we send food and clothes to those in greatest need?  Where is God in all of this? 

  Leo Tolstoy wrote a classic short story named “Where God Is, Love Is.”  Here is a synopsis of the story written 
many years ago (1885). 

  In a certain town there lived a cobbler, Martin Avdeitch by name. He lived in a small basement room whose one 
window looked out onto the street, and all he could see were the feet of people passing by. But since there was 
hardly a pair of boots that had not been in his hands at one time for repair, Martin recognized each person by his 
shoes. Day after day, he would work in his shop, watching boots pass by. One day he found himself consumed 
with the hope of a dream that he would find the Lord’s feet outside his window. Instead, he found a lingering pair 
of worn boots belonging to an old soldier. Though at first disappointed, Martin realized the old man might be hun-
gry and invited him inside to a warm fire and some tea. He had other visitors that evening, and though sadly none 
were Christ, he let them in also. Sitting down at the end of day, Martin heard a voice whisper his name as he read 
the words: “I was hungry and you gave me meat; I was thirsty and you gave me drink; I was a stranger and you 
took me in. Inasmuch as you did for the least of these, you did unto me.”  

Continued on page 6 
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Program Reports (Continued) 

DECEMBER 2022  

 MEDIC’s CORNER: TOP 10 WAYS TO BEAT THE CHRISTMAS 
BLUES 

What do you do when you are feeling blue? You don’t need to feel help-
less! Many of us experience depression at a significant holiday like Christ-
mas. Especially this year….Sometimes it’s the loss of a loved one, a job or 
your health. Sometimes it’s isolation, fear and depression. Here are a few 
practical steps you can take to beat the doldrums. 

1. Socialize and Think Positively!  When a person is feeling blue or de-
pressed, often the last thing they want to do is be around others or social-
ize. The fact is, however, when we are feeling blue or down, if we choose to isolate ourselves and hold up in our 
room or home, we will tend to focus on the same mental tapes that are causing us to feel down in the first place! If 
you will force yourself to call a friend and meet for coffee, a movie, a walk, a talk – anything to get out and change 
your atmosphere, the chances are good that will have a good effect on changing your mood for the better. For all 
but those who have a severe depression problem re-quiring a doctor’s help, try and remember, we are what we 
think. Our thoughts can propel us into ecstasy or into the depths of the blues. And most of us have control over 
our thoughts. It takes being conscious of them, and it takes practice. Remember: We are always at choice as to 
thought, actions, etc. 

2. Do Something Just for Yourself!  Be totally selfish here. Think of something you want to do for yourself… a 
short trip, a manicure, a haircut, buying yourself the coat or scarf you have been wanting. It does not have to be 
extravagant or costly. The point is you are being good to yourself, and that will sink in, and a part of yourself will 
say, “Gee, I deserve this, and things aren’t so bad after all.” This is not going to necessarily get to the root of what 
caused you to feel down or blue, but it will make you feel better long enough that maybe you can put the cause in 
a different perspective, or simply not take it as seriously. 

3. Give Something to Another Person.  One of the best ways we can get beyond our own physical and emo-
tional self is to find something bigger than our own familiar problems upon which to concentrate! Think about your 
friends, relatives, the poor people in your church, or the local charities. Pick a person or cause that appeals to you 
and decide to give to that person or that cause.  It can be your time or money, a toy, or whatever. Giving to others 
makes most people feel good in their heart. Feeling good in our heart can have a great impact on how we feel in 
our mind and body. It is the thought and the symbolism. The gift may be small, but the thought is all. You will feel 
better! 

4. Rent or Go See a Happy/Funny Movie. 

Laughter has long been a quick and effective panacea for ills of all kinds. Medical studies show that it creates en-
dorphins (body hormones that act as natural pain killers as well as mood elevators) as well as red blood cells and 
t-cells (the good cells which make up a part of the body’s auto-immune system and help us fight disease). When 
we laugh we also force our mind (although there is not any real struggle) to change modes and to be up and to 
feel up, not down or blue or depressed. We substitute our own thoughts and feelings for those of the people on 
the movie or television screen. Watching an hour long comedy where we laugh and take our mind off our daily 
problems can last for hours or days as far as reducing chronic pain, a blue mood feeling, etc. It is cheap, easy, 
and if we allow it to be it is fun!        

Continued on page 7 

  For the last few Christmases, I have read the story of Martin the Cobbler as an aid to my celebration. Tolstoy’s 
words offer something of a creative attempt to capture the wonder of a God who comes near and helps us picture 
the gift of Christ among us in accessible terms.  

  The Christmas story that defines the Christian calendar in that it gives followers of the Christ child time and op-
portunity to remember the coming of the Messiah in a specific context—in Bethlehem, in the Nativity, in Palestine 
under the rule of the Roman Empire. But it also presents repeated opportunities and reminders to prepare for the 
coming of Christ again and again. Like Martin eagerly waiting at the window for Jesus to come visit, the Christian 
worldview is one that asks us every day of every year: Will Christ come near today? Will I wait for him? Am I 
ready for him? Am I even expecting to find him? We are reminded to keep watch, to be prepared, and to continu-
ally ready our hearts and minds for the one who is already near. At the same time, the Christian story would also 
have us remember how unexpectedly Christ at times appears—as a baby in Bethlehem, a man on a cross, or as 
a person in need. 
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 MEDIC’s CORNER: TOP 10 WAYS TO BEAT THE CHRISTMAS BLUES (continued) 

5. Volunteer Your Time.  One of the best ways we can help pull ourselves out of feeling sorry for ourselves, or 
feeling blue, or concentrating on our own aches and pains, is by helping other people who have problems of their 
own … often much more severe. Jobless families need a “leg up” right now. World Vision, Samaritan’s purse and 
a host of other organizations need your help. Giving time to others is a very good way to get outside of our own 
situation.  Every city has volunteer bureaus and other places that need help, even if it is for an hour a day or a 
week! Giving to others will come back to us many times over in positive ways if we allow ourselves to try it. Of 
course, minister safely and observe guidelines for contact with others. 

6. Get Out of the Past and Into The Present!  Most bad moods and mental attitudes are a result of what has 
happened to us in the past. This can be the recent past, or long ago. It is vital to your body and energy and life as 
a whole that you stay in the present with your thought and feelings. The past is over! Hanging onto old hurts, 
pains, anger, etc. will do you much harm emotionally and physically over time. We can choose to focus on creat-
ing a positive and healthy present for ourselves, or dwell in the past, creating anxiety, depressed moods, anger, 
guilt, etc. Do you want to live your life in the present or live it based on the past onto which you are still hanging? 
Let old hurts and pains and anger go! Doing so will free up all kinds of positive energy and your body and mind 
will have a chance to be much healthier as a result.                                                                      

7. Walk to Cheer Up. Walking is prescribed by many doctors to help depression.  Maybe your finances are what 
have you down in the dumps. If that is the case, drive to the closest mall and walk and just look in the windows. 
Buy an orange freeze or soda, sit on a bench and watch the people and the children. Realize that every person 
you see has their own problems, and has days when they are blue or down. Some may feel much worse, and 
even be clinically depressed. Taking action fights the blues and the funk one feels by sitting or lying down at home 
brooding indulging in self-blame or pity. Remember misery loves company? Well, at a mall you can be assured 
you have hundreds if not thousand of men and women who have felt or are feeling just as bad or worse than you 
at the very time you are there! You are not alone. Life will go one … things can get better. You must make the 
choice to help make them better. 

8. Call or Skype Someone You Like Who Is a Positive Person and Chat.  The idea here is to get out of your-
self, and have some interaction, and hear about someone else’s life and take your mind off your own stuff for a 
while. It’s okay to let them know you are feeling a bit low or down, and if they ask, you can briefly tell them what is 
going on. But, ask them about their life and job and family, etc. Get involved with someone else, and your mind 
will take a turn as well.  Let them talk about their life and current situation. The more you listen to them and talk 
about things other than your own current situation, the better the chances are your mood will lift and you’ll feel 
better after connecting in times of isolation. 

9. Meditate or Listen To Relaxation or Ministry Resources.  Meditation can be a very good way to change 
your mood. It works whether you are depressed/down, or anxious/hyper. We suggest taking a course or getting 
good quality tapes which teach meditation and prayer. It is amazing what it can do to quiet down the mind and 
release the stress caused by both anxiety and depressed feelings. Abide and Pray are both relaxation apps as 
well as self-affirmation. Louise Hay and Wayne Dyer are two of the most well known authors of books and tapes 
on health issues, specializing in “positive thinking” and how they affect our physical and emotional health. They 
can be found in most bookstores, or on the Internet. The investment in these tapes is quite small compared to the 
benefits they can give the user. 

10. Be Creative!  Creating things alters our mood. It shifts us from the right side of our brain to the left side, etc. 
Creating can be through cooking foods, painting (walls or on canvas or paper) making something using needle 
and thread, yarn, or Legos! It is also “creating” to play music if you are musical. Play what you wish as loud or as 
soft as you wish.  Make up a song. Music (hearing it or playing it) has long been used by people of all cultures to 
create or alter a mood. Whatever type of music makes you feel good… play it or create it. It will change your 
mood for the better if you allow it to and if you concentrate on the music and creating and forget how you have 
been “feeling.” 

Dr Chet Weld, Renewal Centers Counseling Services at https://preachitteachit.org/articles/detail/top-10-ways-to-beat-
the-christmas-blues/ 

AZ LEGISLATIVE UPDATE: The General Effective Date for the reconvene of the AZ 55th Legislature, 2nd 
Regular Session was 24 SEP 2022. ADVS Military and Veterans Legislative updates for the 2022 Session 
can be found posted at https://dvs.az.gov/about/legislative-updates. Upcoming / Active AZ Bills can be 

found at: https://legiscan.com/AZ  The AZ Legislative calendar can be viewed at https://www.azleg.gov/.  

https://preachitteachit.org/articles/detail/top-10-ways-to-beat-the-christmas-blues/
https://preachitteachit.org/articles/detail/top-10-ways-to-beat-the-christmas-blues/
https://dvs.az.gov/about/legislative-updates
https://legiscan.com/AZ
https://www.azleg.gov/
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The Military Order of the World Wars (MOWW) founding 

resulted from General of the Armies John J. Pershing’s 

request that his officers continue serving America after 

their active military service ended following World War 

I. Since MOWW’s establishment in 1919, MOWW mem-

bers (“Companions”) have lived by the Military Order’s 

motto: “It is nobler to serve than to be served”. 

• MOWW Outreach Programs involve the local com-

munity, state and nation. They include : 

Patriotic Education — ROTC & JROTC Programs — 

Scouting Program — Monuments & Memorials —

National Security — Homeland Security — Law & Order 

— Veterans Affairs Program 

• MOWW members receive the following award-

winning Publications: the quarterly Officer Review; the 

Phoenix Pacesetter Chapter monthly Newsletter 

• MOWW holds an Annual Convention where mem-

bers convene to exchange ideas, honor selfless ser-

vice, attend educational workshops and business ses-

sions, and listen to guest speakers.  

• Monthly Luncheons:  The Chapter meets four 

times a year (SEP, DEC, MAR, JUN) on the fourth Satur-

day of the month. Currently, we are meeting at Ameri-

can Legion Post #44 located at 7145 E. 2nd St, Scotts-

dale, AZ 85251. Staff meetings are open to all mem-

bers with Check-in/Set-up/Meetings starting at 11:00 

am. Sometimes items are raffled off at luncheon or a 

50-50 raffle is held, with collected funds going to sup-

port our Patriotic Education Youth Programs. Guest 

speaker topics address any one of the Outreach Pro-

grams previously mentioned. *Note COVID-19 impact: 

hybrid Zoom meetings may be held  

To Join: Have potential members view “The MOWW 

Movie” at http://www.moww.org/ and click on the 

“JOIN US” tab at the top left of the screen. Just fill in 

the application form dated 18 OCT 2022; new mem-

bers can use their credit card to pay!  

Membership Categories:  

Veteran Regular (Annual) Membership @ $40/year 

Veteran Perpetual Membership (1st year of Commis-

sion/Warrant) @ 1 x $200 or 4 x $50 quarterly 

Veteran Perpetual Membership @ 1 x $350 or  

4 x $87.50 quarterly 

Hereditary Regular (Annual) Membership @ $40/year  

Hereditary Perpetual Membership (age 18-20) @ 1x 

$200 or 4 x $50 quarterly 

Hereditary Perpetual Membership (age 21+) @ 1x 

$350 or 4 x $87.50 quarterly 

Memorial Perpetual @ 1x $200.00 

 The Military Order of the World Wars  - The Phoenix Pacesetter Chapter 

Membership  

DECEMBER 2022  

17 DEC 2022  ~  Chapter/Staff Meeting 2nd QTR Christmas Party, Dick and Debbie Minor’s home, Scottsdale 

25 MAR 2023  ~  Chapter/Staff Meeting 3rd QTR and Lunch, Club Room, American Legion Post #44, Scottsdale   

 24 JUN 2023  ~  Chapter/Staff Meeting 4th QTR and Lunch, Club Room, American Legion Post #44, Scottsdale 

** Have any ideas for our quarterly meeting programs? Contact Dick or Jeanne with your input!! 

  2022-2023 Chapter Meeting Schedule & Important Dates:  

BIRTHDAY WISHES go out to the following Compan-

ions/friends who were born in this month and in the up-

coming Quarter ~  DEC: Bert Terrazas (5th), Rob Welch 

(11th), Neil Erwin (22nd), Tim Yuhas (23rd), & Rebekah 

Fountain (28th). JAN: Keith McSpadden (2nd), Mike Hal-

pin (3rd), Sandra Garcia (5th) & Gavin Holtz (27th). FEB: 

Loriann Kaps-Harnish (4th), Joe Kress (9th), Tristan Minor 

(27th) & Jack Rail (27th). Happy Birthday to all of you!  If 

anybody's name has been omitted from this list, please forward your birth date to 

the Chapters’ Adjutant so that we may update our records.  

We wish you all A VERY MERRY DEC HOLIDAYS ~ Hanukkah, Kwanzaa, 
Dwiali, Boxing Day, & Christmas … & a HAPPY & HEALTHY 2023 NEW YEAR! 

http://www.moww.org/about-moww/


Page 9 The Military Order of the World Wars ~ Phoenix Pacesetter Chapter DECEMBER 2022  



Page 10 DECEMBER 2022  

Chapter Commander/Adjutant 

COL (Ret) Dick Minor 

(480) 595-8089 

danddminor@aol.com 

Pride of the Valley of the Sun! 

MOWW Preamble 

• To cherish the memories and associations of the 
World Wars waged for humanity; 

• To inculcate and stimulate love of our country and 
flag; 

• To promote and further patriotic education in our 
nation; 

• Ever to maintain law and order, and to defend the 
honor, integrity, and supremacy of our national 
government and the Constitution of the United 
States; 

• To foster fraternal relations among all branches of 
the armed forces; 

• To promote the cultivation of military, naval, and 
air science and the adoption of a consistent and suit-
able policy of national security for the United States 
of America; 

• To acquire and preserve records of individual ser-
vices; 

• To encourage and assist in the holding of commem-
orations and the establishment of memorials of the 
World Wars; and 

• To transmit all these ideals to posterity; under God 
and for our country, we unite to establish … 

The Military Order of the World Wars. 

Military Order of the World Wars 

Phoenix Pacesetter Chapter 

http://www.facebook.com/mowwphoenixchapter/ 

"It is nobler 

to serve 

than to be 

served"   

Newsletter Editor        

Jeanne J. Blaes, PhD          

COL (Ret) USA 

Chapter Organizational Leadership Contact Information 

COMMANDER  COL (Ret) Richard Minor  (480) 595-8089  danddminor@aol.com 

SR VICE CDR / ATTENDANCE  COL (Ret) Jeanne J. Blaes, PhD (602) 377-8764 blaesjj@gmail.com 

JR VICE CDR  Capt Mike Halpin (480) 848-0174  usmcf4gib@yahoo.com  

ADJUTANT / MARSHALL  Capt Mike Halpin  (480) 848-0174  usmcf4gib@yahoo.com  

AZYL INC REP  COL (Ret) Jeanne J. Blaes, PhD (602) 377-8764 blaesjj@gmail.com 

TREASURER  COL (Ret) Jim Moye  (602) 510-4996   jmoye@cox.net 

STAFF JAG  VACANT   

CHAPLAIN  CHAP/COL (Ret) Daniel Butler TBP daniel.butler@va.gov 

HISTORIAN / ARCHIVIST VACANT    

SURGEON (NURSE)  LTC (Ret) Jeannine Dahl  (480) 945-5517  colonelrn1@cox.net 

IMMEDIATE PAST CDR  COL (Ret) Pat Little-Upah  (480) 820-8773  patupah@gmail.com 

NEWSLETTER EDITOR COL (Ret) Jeanne J. Blaes, PhD (602) 377-8764 blaesjj@gmail.com 

The Military Order of the World Wars ~ Phoenix Pacesetter Chapter 

https://www.facebook.com/militaryorder 

https://www.moww.org/ 

https://www.mowwscv.com 

http://www.facebook.com/mowwphoenixchapter/
https://www.facebook.com/militaryorder
https://www.moww.org/
https://www.mowwscv.com/

