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COMMANDER’S LOG 
POW/MIA Recognition Day is commemorated on the third Friday of every September, a date that's not associated with any particular war. In 1979, Congress and the president passed resolutions making it official after the families of the more than 2,500 Vietnam War POW/ MIAs pushed for full accountability.

This chapter remembers POWs and MIAs in every chapter meeting with a POW/MIA chair and reference to it at the start of every meeting.  At special meetings, the chair is replaced with a POW/MIA table and the description of the elements of the table.  In this way, we remember those fellow service members who are not with us at this time.  Let us never forget them and their sacrifice to protect the freedoms we all enjoy.  We toast them and pray for the day that all POWs are returned and all MIAs are accounted for.
  THIS MONTH’S EVENTS 

This month’s speaker Los Alamos Police Department Chief Dino Sgambellone.  Chief Sgambellone began his Law Enforcement Career in 1991 in his hometown of Mansfield, Ohio.  After rising through the ranks to Chief of Police in Mansfield, he retired and accepted the Chief’s position in Los Alamos.  While at Los Alamos, the Community has achieved record low crime and the department has become national accredited.  The Chief has a Bachelor’s and Master’s degree in Business and a PhD in Public Safety.

MEETING DETAILS

This month’s meeting will be on Tuesday September 20  th.  We are returning to the Los Alamos Research Park 2nd floor conference room. The Los Alamos Research Park building is located west of the South Mesa Fire Station. Parking is available east of the fire station [accessible from southbound lane of the Los Alamos Canyon Bridge] or east of the Research Park building [access is through the LANL control stations to West Jemez road.] Entrance to the Research Park main conference room is from the ground level by use of the ground level elevator on the east side of the building to the 2nd level.
The meeting will begin with a social period at 6:00 PM followed by a brief business meeting and dinner at 6:25 PM.  The presentation is scheduled to begin at about 7:15 PM. The Military Order of the World Wars meetings are open to interested citizens for the dinner and program with RSVP, or the program only at no cost.  The cost for dinner is $25.  Please call Robert Hull 1-505-328-1502 for reservations.  A reservation is a commitment to pay.  Dinner is scheduled to be enchiladas with appropriate sides.

Because of the ongoing COVID situation, the meeting will be a hybrid session including Zoom.  Zoom will start at about 6:25 pm.  Zoom details will be in the reminder email on the Sunday before the meeting.
LAST MONTH: SPEAKER         
Dr. Glen McDuff came to LANL in 1979 where he worked in the nuclear weapons program.  In this job, he learned many details about the nuclear weapons that have been developed, tested, and deployed by the U.S. military.  In this presentation, he focused on those developed for and deployed by the U.S. Army.
. The Army not only played an indispensable role in development of the first atomic bombs, they were in fact responsible for building them.  The soldier most responsible for the success of the Manhattan Project was Colonel Leslie R. Groves.  Colonel Groves was responsible for building the Pentagon in 16 months.  
Colonel Groves did not want any part of a CONUS 
 project in 1942.  His place was in battle, but if he must, in his opinion, if the Project was so important, it should obviously be led by a General, should have Top Priority over every other war effort, and have an unlimited budget.  So, General Groves got top priority and an unlimited budget.
Within three weeks, the U.S. detonated three atomic bombs using two different designs and two different fissile materials: Trinity, Hiroshima, and Nagasaki.  The results of dropping the bombs on Japan led to headlines “First Atomic Bomb Dropped on Japan; Missile is Equal to 20,000 Tons of TNT; Tuman Warns Foe of a ‘Rain of Ruin’”, “Japan Surrenders”’ and Peace! It’s Over”.
After the war, the Truman administration put much effort into ridding the world of atomic weapons.  In 1949, the Soviets detonated their first bomb.  The administration conceded that putting the genie back in the bottle was futile.  Also, up to this point, the Army was not allowed to have nuclear weapons; only the Air Force could have them.
Finally, Truman gave the Army permission to pursue the acquisition of atom weapons.  First on the list was large bore guns.  One of the spoils of war was the Gustav Guns.  They came in a variety of calibers from 520 mm to 800 mm and had a 15-mile range.  One model was the Krupp K5 Railway Gun.  It was a 280 mm caliber that sent a 560 lb. projectile over a 40-mile range.  Twenty five were produced with seven being sent to the U.S.  
In 1949m the Army visited LASL to discuss the need for the new concept artillery fires atomic projectile, the AFAP.  While inspecting the domestic and Nazi gun specifications, Stan Ulam commented “We could ‘button’ up our standard gun design in this 280 mm projectile, and the job is done.”  Thus the Mk 9 AFAP, “Button” was born.  The Krupp gun became Atomic Annie.
Artillery Fired Atomic Projectiles were now created.  In the presentation, a video of the firing of Atomic Annie in the Upshot-Knothole Grable event on 5/23/53 was shown.  It was broadcast in 1954 as a warning to the Soviets, and the video is available on Youtube.  

As Atomic Annie, the big guns returned to Germany, and two were sent to Korea.  However, these big guns have limitations.  They are very long so they have problems turning corners in towns.  They are also heavy, 100 tons.  In Korea, the Atomic Annies sat on the dock for two years before being returned because no road in Korea was strong enough to support them.  Many were in Germany because it had good road.  However, if they went off road including onto the shoulders, they would sink into the dirt and require rescue.  An Atomic Annie is on display at the National Nuclear Museum in Albuquerque and other places.
As a result, the Army settled for just guns.  The Air Force didn’t want to have anything to do with missiles.  They wanted bombers because pilots don’t fly rockets.  SO the Army moved to southern New Mexico near the site of the first atomic test.  Robert Goddard had been testing rockets in the area since 1930.  The army effort started with the Private missile in 1945.  Four hundred train cars of Nazi V-2 rockets along with Werner Von Braun joined the effort.
The first large ballistic missile was the Redstone.  It was in service from 1958 to 1964 and was used to launch Alan Shepard into space.  It had a speed of Mach 5+ with a 60- mile range.  128 were produced

This description was followed by a description if the Army’s succeeding rockets, many with video clips of launches.  [ed. note: The W numbers refer to the nuclear weapon model used by the weapon.] The Honest John (!953-1985) (YCMTSU) was a major Army missile and was launched from a vehicle.
The W31 Nile Hercules (1958-1989) was the quintessential air defense missile.  265 Nike Hercules bases were spread over 26 states protecting metropolitan areas and military bases from evil Commie bombers.  
The W45 Little John missile (1962-1965) had a 260 lb. warhead and was air transportable.  It did not stay in the stockpile long because some parts had to be replaced every four years.
The W50 Pershing (1953-1991) was the first medium-range high-accuracy missile.  It was mounted on a tracked vehicle so it could hide.  It was in service until the end of the Cold War.

W52 Sergeant (1963-1977) replaced the Corporal missile.  The Private was never produced.  The Sergeant was deployed to Europe.

The Army also defended Conus missile systems.  The Stanley Mickelsen Safeguard Complex was built north of Nekoma, ND to protect Minuteman ICBMs.  The radar and missile site became operational for one day in Sept. 1975 because the next day Congress cut off funds for it.  The base was closed in Feb. 1976.  It was the only anti-ballistic missile defense system in the U.S.  The 431-acre site was sold for $530,000 in 2012.
The system contained two different missiles.  The W66 Sprint (1974-1986) was an atmospheric interceptor that went from 0 to Mach 10 in 5 seconds.  It’s skin became white hot in 2 seconds.  One hundred silos were built at the ND site.  It was tested in the South Pacific with tests postponed so the Soviets could watch the tests.  The planned 264 missile deployment was scheduled for 1971-1973.  
The W71 Spartan (1974) an exo-atmospheric interceptor was the other missile. It was designed to destroy reentry vehicles in the higher atmosphere.  It would disable the reentry vehicle with a nuclear burst.  It had a planned 120 missile deployment.  
The W70 Lance (1973-1992) was the last Army nuclear missile and was actually an artillery piece.  It carried an enhanced radiation bomb as its warhead.  This gave President Carter problems.

The W85 Pershing II (1983-1988) was pushed by President Reagan.  It had both airburst and surface options.  It had a 400-500-mile range with pinpoint accuracy.  It led to the Intermediate- Range Nuclear Forces Treaty signed on Dec. 8, 1987.  It was the first nuclear-related treaty to ever reduce the actual number of weapons banning weapons with 200-2000-mile ranges. 

Atomic Demolition Munitions (ADMs) were another class of Army weapons.  The Mk 6 and Mk13 “XM-1” were the first in this class.  They were large trailer-mounted devices.  Then there was the Mk 7 “T2” or “Project B”.  It was only 30 inches in diameter.  Picatinny Arsenal developed these.  They were designed to be preplaced to collapse bridges, mountain passes, and dams during a Soviet attack.  THeT2 had various fusing options: timer, radio, and tamper detection.  They were deployed in Europe and the Far East.  
The T4 had a telephone dial which used a 3-digit code.  It came with was 3 1-mile-long command cable spools.  It required a 4-man team.
The W30 Tactical ADM used the same device as the Nike Hercules missile.  It was stored outside placed in corrugated sewer pipe.  It was obvious because Europe does not use corrugated pipe.  It was replaced by the W45 MADM which was smaller and pre-emplaced.
The W54 SADM was a small nuclear weapon.  It could be delivered by parachute container that weighed 30 lbs. or be carried by a jumper.  The full backpack weight was 51 lbs. 

It was deployed all over Europe and the Far east, and SADM jumpers were active until 1959.
The W54 Day Crocket was propelled by a mortar shell from a recoilless rifle that was carried on a Jeep or tracked vehicle.  It used a 5-man team.  It’s primary effects were heat, blast, and nuclear radiation.  It was fired in Operation Ivy Flats, the last above ground test in the Nevada Test Site.  There were many Davy Crocket brigades in Germany especially defending the Fulda Gap.  It was big in the Army and movies against such creatures as Godzilla and Mothra.
In the 1950s and 1960s, nuclear weapons were big in the public.  They were in magazine ads, a Cracker Jack ring, and a toy Atomic Cannon duplicate by Ideal that was 4 feet long.  “Every Child should have one.”  There was also a U.S. Army Atomic Train electric train.  The Army was good for promotions.

After all this, the report “ Dept. of Defense Narrative Summaries of Accidents Involving U.S. Nuclear Weapons 1950-1990” noted that the U.S. Army had never experience an event serious enough to be included in the report.  The Navy and the Air Force had such events.  This even though the Army operated under the worse conditions.  This is the highest commendation to the skill, the focus, and attentiveness of military organization that (shows a picture of a recoilless rifle mounted on the back of a mule).
In the question period following, it was noted that the LaCrosse air defense missile was not included in the presentation.  It may not have officially been in the Army.  You may note that some of the warhead were repackaged for other uses.  This was done by LASL as it was faster and cheaper than developing new warheads.
LAHS NJROTC news
Hello there, welcome back for this month’s issue of the NJROTC monthly newsletter. This month we are happy to announce that we will be holding a car wash at Daniel’s Cafe on Saturday September 10th from 9am to 12pm. Stop by and get your vehicles cleaned, all the proceeds of this event will go towards the NJROTC funds for competitions throughout the year. We are also promoting a 22-mile run on Friday September 9th from 9:30am to 11:15am. Each cadet signed up will run a mile, in total 22 cadets will run to meet the 22 miles. This run was created to promote awareness of veteran suicide and the national mental health hotline (988). We are doing 22 miles in total because on average 22 veterans commit suicide every day. We would appreciate your support during this time, the event will be held at Sullivan Field. Thank you for your time and support, we will see you in the next issue of the NJROTC monthly newsletter.
C/ENS Miranda Lopez
AWARDS  

Companion Roberta Troxell of the Sun City Center Chapter had the honor of presenting Mrs. Eleanor Pinyan, a hereditary perpetual member of the MG Miles Chapter 229, a National Citation for Exceptional Service on 14 September. Mrs.Pinyan had relocated to Tampa following many years in Los Alamos, NM. The Citation recognized her extraordinary service as the Chapter Adjutant for five years, during which time she prepared meeting

agenda and press releases. She was very pleased to receive this award and thank her chapter and the

national office for this honor.
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FOR THE GOOD OF THE CHAPTER  
. 
Companions:
During the "For the Good of the Order" time at the National Convention, I introduced the subject of MOWW Companions providing financial support to the National Medal of Honor Museum (NMOH) Foundation.  The NMOW museum is currently under construction in Arlington TX and scheduled to open in 2024.  For more information on the museum, visit: www.mohmuseum.org
This effort is in keeping with our Preamble "To encourage and assist in the holding of commemorations and the establishment of memorials to the world wars." 

Based on the positive support I received from those present and the approval of my motion to move forward with this effort, I have been working with the NMOW Museum Foundation support team to create a link which will permit the Companions to donate directly to the museum/foundation and at the same time track those donations made by MOWW Companions.

Please find attached the Announcement Page.  Request your assistance in forwarding the attached to your Chapter Commanders and Region Staffs - at the same time including the Announcement Page on your Region websites and social media pages.  Chapters should do the same as well as putting the announcement in their newsletters.

Your support of this effort is greatly appreciated.

Robert J. Williams, Major, USAF Retired

MOWW NMOH Museum Support Team

Military Order of the World Wars

Cell:  817-308-1386

 NATIONAL OFFICERS

· COMMANDER IN CHIEF 
LTC Michael A. Okin M.D. USA (Ret)
maokin1953@gmail.com
· VICE COMMANDER IN CHIEF
Lt Col Marlon Ruiz, USAF (Ret)
ruizmarlon08@gmail.com
· REGION XIII COMMANDER
LTC Patrick C. Stolze, USA (Ret)

pstolze40@gmail.com 
website www.MOWWSCV.com

 NATIONAL STAFF

· CHIEF OF STAFF & COO
Col Michael Farrell, USMC (Ret) | chiefofstaff@moww.org
· DIRECT OF FINANCE
 finance@moww.org
· MANAGER, MEMBERSHIP PROGRAMS (including dues payments)
HPM Justin Hiller | membership@moww.org 
· MANAGER, MOWW STORE
Mrs. Sunny Alley | merchandise@moww.org 

Website www.moww.org
 MG MILES CHAPTER OFFICERS

Commander


LTC Gregg Giesler USA (Ret)
    
Home: 505-662-5574

    
 g.giesler@computer.org
Senior Vice Commander

MAJ Robert Hull USAF (Ret)

Home: 505-662-7950
rhull@lata.com
Adjutant
Vacant

Treasurer

MAJ Robert Hull USAF (Ret)

Home: 505-662-7950
rhull@lata.com
Assistant Treasurer

COL Gerald Bolme USAF (Ret)

Home: 505-672-1233

bolme@earthlink.net
Chaplain
MAJ Donald B. Davidson, Jr., USA (Ret)

Home: 505-672-3794

dbd1alamos@msn.com
COMING EVENTS 
September
National Emergency Preparedness Month

12
Staff Meeting –


20
Chapter Dinner – LAPD Chief Dino Sgambellone - 
October

8
Region XIII meeting


10
Staff Meeting

18
Chapter Dinner – Sig Hecker – Conversation on the World Nuclear Weapons Situation
November

7
Staff Meeting

11
Veteran’s Day 

15
Chapter Dinner - 
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