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The Preamble

To cherish the memories and associations of the
World Wars waged for humanity;

To inculcate and stimulate love of our Country and the
Flag;

To promote and further patriotic education in our na-
tion;

Ever to maintain law and order, and to defend the
honor, integrity and supremacy of our National Gov-
ernment and the Constitution of the United States;

To foster fraternal relations among all branches of the
armed forces;

To promote the cultivation of Military, Naval and Air
Science and the adoption of a consistent and suitable
policy of national security for the United States of
America;

To acquire and preserve records of individual services;

To encourage and assist in the holding of commemo-
rations and the establishment of Memorials of the
World Wars;

And to transmit all these ideals to posterity; under
God and for our Country, we unite to establish

THE MILITARY ORDER
OF THE WORLD WARS.
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Mel Howry
Commander

February 8th found our MOWW meeting at Kim-
bles Kitchen with 22 individuals in attendance.
Our speaker for this meeting was Karen Friddle
from the AZ Honor Flight. Her presentation was
informative and educational. We will have our
next meeting at Kimbles Kitchen and Ken Coff-
man will discuss Vietnam

Current/Future Events

MOWW National Convention, August 5-9
2025, at Tucson, AZ in the Desert Diamond Ca-
sino. The Chapters in Tucson are asking at-
tendees and their spouses for pre-convention
activities, they would like for entertainment, like
golfing, shopping, etc.

AZYLC summer conference, July 8 — 12
2025, at the Papago Park Military

Reservation in Phoenix. Information on the
AZYLC tax credit can be found on our website
moww131.org. This credit helps send students
to the AZYLC summer conference.

Breakfast Meeting
An in-person meeting is planned for
March 8, 2025 at 0930 to 1130 at Kimbles
Kitchen. Guest Speaker: Ken Coffman

Address: 7300 N Sun Village Pkwy Unit D,
Surprise, AZ 85374.




Email: melhowry@aol.com or call 928-252-6340

MOWW Chapter Leadership —

2024-5

Commander: Mel Howry

Senior Vice: Chris Schmidt

Junior Vice: Randy Meyer

Treasurer: Buz Isban

Marshal: Ken Blanchard

Surgeon: Chris Schmidt

Chaplain: Tom Troxell

Bulletin Editor: Carlton Bjerkaas (Acting)
Web Master: Ken Coffman

Recruitment Committee: Ann Garnett and
Linda Howry

Historian: Ken Coffman

AZYLC Member at Large: Linda Howry
MOC: Ken Coffman

Essay Contest: Fred Garmett

Immediate Past Commander: Linda
Howry

By Chris W. Schmidt, MD

Significant Contributions by Military Physi-
cians #12: William and Charles Mayo

Quick, tell me 5 things you know about the Mayo
Brothers
1) They were brothers. Clever, | gave
you that one
2) They were doctors. True
3) They started the Mayo Clinic. Partly
true
4) Their clinic is in Minnesota. True
5) You know someone who went to their
clinic and received excellent care.
Probably true

The story of the Mayo brothers begins with their
father. William Worrall Mayo was born May 31,

1819 in Manchester, England. He studied medi-
cine and migrated to the U.S. in 1845. He con-
tinued his medical education in Indiana and Mis-
souri. By 1863 he had established a surgical
practice in Rochester, Minnesota. He volun-
teered for service in the Army as a regimental
surgeon, but his application was denied. In-
stead, he was appointed as an examining sur-
geon for the Union Army. His skill and integrity
prevented draft dodgers from feigning impair-
ment or using a bribe to avoid induction, thus
providing a vital service to the Union cause.

His son William James Mayo was born June 29,
1861 and his son Charles Horace Mayo was
born July 19, 1865. The elder Mayo was a life-
long learner and began teaching his sons chem-
istry, anatomy, and laboratory techniques at an
early age. They often accompanied their father
on his patient visits and assisted him in surgical
procedures. Both sons followed their father into
the medical profession. William received his MD
degree from the University of Michigan in 1883
and Charles from Northwestern University in
1888. Likewise, both William and Charles re-
turned to Rochester to join their father in his
practice.

St. Mary’s Hospital opened in Rochester in
1889. The three Mayo’s assisted the Sisters of
St. Francis in planning the hospital and recruit-
ing additional doctors. The father/son group
practice formed a surgical clinic within the hospi-
tal. The group continued to recruit skilled physi-
cians to join their practice, and the senior Mayo
retired in 1892. The two Mayo brothers and six
physician partners renamed their group practice
the Mayo Clinic in 1903. Initially solely a surgi-
cal clinic, by 1915 it had evolved into a compre-
hensive medical and surgical referral center.

President Wilson named William and Charles to
the Committee of American Physicians for Medi-
cal Preparedness in 1916. Their major respon-
sibility was to source and stockpile medical and
surgical supplies and equipment in the event the
US was drawn into the war. This was a difficult
assignment as Germany was the primary source
of the finest medical and surgical equipment.
The committee worked tirelessly to urgently find
alternative sources and upgrade US production.
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With the US entry into World War | in 1917, both
William and Charles were commissioned as
colonels in the medical corps. They shared the
role of chief advisor for surgical services to the
Army Surgeon General. The two brothers alter-
nated between responsibilities in Washington,
DC and the Mayo Clinic. When one was in
Washington, the other was in Rochester. Their
administrative experience proved invaluable in
the reorganization of the Medical Department on
the scale demanded by the war.

Furthermore, the
Mayo brothers were
instrumental in devel-
oping the concept of
base hospitals near
the front lines.

There, trains and mo-
torized ambulances
could quickly bring
the wounded for tri- \ o2 \
age and care. These
hospitals would be Figure 1. William James Mayo
staffed with surgeons trained in the latest tech-
nigques, have sterile operating rooms, x-ray facili-
ties, and be equipped to handle special condi-
tions like gas poisoning. In partnership with the
University of Minnesota, they provided the fi-
nancing and training to create Base Hospital 26.
This was the first hospital sent with the Ameri-
can Expeditionary Force to Europe. Based in
Allerey, France, it provided care for over 6,000
patients through 1919.

The Mayo Clinic became a major center for the
training of inductees into the medical corps.
Courses were offered that provided the most up-
to-date scientific and surgical knowledge to
nurses and physicians bound for the European
base hospitals.

The Clinic continued to fully function as a major
surgical center. In addition, it served as a physi-
cal examination center for draftees. Even ex-
panding into adjacent buildings to meet the de-
mands of the huge influx of patients during the
Spanish flu epidemic.

A major change in the clinic occurred in 1918.
William became ill with jaundice and was unable
to work for nearly two months. This served as
the impetus to change the Mayo Clinic from a
private practice to a not-for-profit entity. The
concept under which it operates today.

Both William and
Charles were promoted
to the rank of brigadier
general in the Army Re-
serve and awarded the
Distinguished Service
Medal after the War.
They are an excellent
example of civilian phy-
sicians making signifi-
cant contributions to the
military in time of war.

‘Figure 2. Charles Horace Mayo‘

The Mayo Clinic became a major research and
referral center for both medicine and surgery in
the post-war years. Many of the contacts Wil-
liam and Charles made during their wartime ser-
vice were instrumental in the growth and suc-
cess of the clinic.

The brothers retired from their practices in the
early 1930’s and purchased neighboring winter
homes in Tucson, AZ. Charles died May 26,
1939 and William died July 28, 1939. A few
years before his death, William spoke concern-
ing the medical advances during his lifetime. At
that time, the life expectancy of a male was fifty-
eight years. He predicted that by the turn of the
twenty-first century, science would increase life
expectancy to seventy years. He was of course
wrong-- it was seventy-eight. The Mayo broth-
ers and the Mayo Clinic are recognized as major
contributors to that advancement.

Photo Credits
Figure 1. William James Mayo, Public Domain,
Source: https://www.worldwar1centennial.org

Figure 2. Charles Horace Mayo, Source:
https://www.welomeimages.org/indexplus/im-
age/M0017957 .html
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The February meeting speaker was Karen Frid-
dle from the AZ Honor Flight.

Senior Vice Commander Chris Schmidt ad-
dressing the companions on the Region 13 Win-
ter Conference. held on 16-19 January 2025.

AW

Marshall Ken Blanchard reading the PREAM-
BLE to our Constitution.

Our Chapter’s Massing of the Colors (MOC) and
Service of Remembrance was held on Tuesday,
February 11th at the Palm Ridge Recreation
Center in Sun City West. Some of you were ac-
tive participants but all of you are companions
and enjoyed the Massing and heard a great
speaker as well as a great Band perform.

Our MOC is one of the best in the nation. Last
year we had almost 350 people in attendance.
This year we had again almost 350 attendees in-
cluding some from Nebraska, whose family
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member was posting the colors. We continue to
grow. We had almost 100 youth in the form of
Army ROTC cadets, Junior ROTC cadets from
the Air Force, Navy, and Marine Corps and 15
Luke Elementary Purple Star 7th and 8th grad-

ers.

Units posting their colors at the bginning of the
MOC.

Peoria wigh School Junior AFROTC Cadets
posted the colors.

1)
1 -
-«

We had 43 flags at this year's MOC. Retired
Rear Admiral, Dr. Connie Mariano, spoke to us.
She was a White House doctor for 3 presidents.
How many other people have had that type of
experience? Not many. She talked about Life
Experiences in the military and her philosophy
that helped her be successful. Good life lessons
were discussed. She was available to talk to af-
ter the ceremony. The fabulous Desert Brass
Band once again played inspirational and out-
standing patriotic music for us.

One of our guests was a 100 year old D Day
veteran of World War Il who jumped into Nor-
mandy with the 505th PIR (Parachute Infantry
Regiment) of the 82nd Airborne Division. He
also jumped into Holland for Market Garden.
There are not many of those guys still around.
George Cross is a character.

Next month’s bulletin will have more pictures
from the 2025 MOC.

Coming Soon
MOWW National Convention
5-10 August 2025
Tucson, AZ
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Buz Isban
Treasurer

Financial Report
As of 15 February 2025

General Fund $9,725.52
Petty Cash $50.00
TOTAL $9,775.52
Patriotic Savings

Account $4,107.31
Endowment Fund $16,357.36
GRAND TOTAL $30,240.19

Chapter Dues Are Due

Please make checks payable to “MOWW Chap-
ter 131” and mail your payment to our treasurer
Michael Isban at 8980 W. Runion Drive, Peoria,
AZ 85382. You can also pay at the breakfast
meeting instead. And finally, thank you to those
who have already paid.

Happy Birthdays - February

2-Feb Ken Coffman
15-Feb Emil Seaman
18-Feb Chris Schmidt
21-Feb Pat Paya
Happy Anniversaries - February
26 Years Robert S. Peake
25 Years Michael Miech
25 Years Marylin Miech
19 Years Stephen Fribley
2 Years Chris Schmidt (Doc)
2 Years Julia Schmidt
Future Events

8 Mar 2025 — Chapter Meeting
12 Apr 2025 — Chapter Meeting
10 May 2025 — Chapter Meeting

On February 3, 1865, President Abraham Lin-
coln (1809-65) and Secretary of State William H.
Seward (1801-72) met with three Confederate
officials, including Vice President Alexander H.
Stephens (1812-83), to discuss the possibility of
negotiating an end to the American Civil War,
which had begun almost four years earlier in
April 1861.

The deadline for submission of articles for the
March 2025 Bulletin is the 16! of March.

Email articles to carltonbjerkaas@gmail.com

Breakfast Meeting: March 8™, 2025 at 0930 to
1130 at Kimbles Kitchen. Guest Speaker: Ken
Coffman

SPECIAL FEATURE
5 Notable Irishmen Who Served in
the US Military
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SPECIAL FEATURE

Love—Guess Who! Valentine’s Letters from World War 11

Forced apart by war, newlyweds and expectant parents Richard and Jean Porritt celebrated Valentine’s Day the
only way they could: through greeting cards and love letters.
February 14, 2022

fu?
L

During World War 11, the simple act of sending a valentine assumed a tremendous signif-
icance. Servicemen fighting overseas wrestled with homesickness as they endured dread-
ful conditions and faced constant danger, while stateside sweethearts and family members
agonized over the fate of loved ones in the Armed Forces. Correspondence dramatically
boosted morale and composing letters eased anxieties both on the Home Front and
abroad.
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So, when Valentine’s Day arrived, partners, friends, and family felt more compelled than
ever to deliver heartwarming sentiments of love and affection to their significant others,
children, relatives, and pals. This was often in the form of mass-produced greeting cards
with handwritten notes inside. A large number, specifically designed with military per-
sonnel and objectives in mind, featured patriotic color schemes and combat-related puns.

= WILL | BE

% A GPOTC ¢)
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YU WONDER «

WHERE
L

A varied collection of service-related valentines. The National WWII Museum, Gift of Pamela and Marshall Lacey, 2013.354.
The Museum possesses an extensive array of wartime Valentine’s Day letters. One par-
ticularly moving collection of correspondence highlights just how much lovers relied on
cards and letters to maintain contact, provide solace and support, strengthen emotional
bonds, and foster love. Hundreds of exchanges between a newlywed couple over the
course of a single year tell the intimate story of their unrelenting passion, dreams and de-
sires, fears and failings, and growth—both personal and shared.

February 2025 Page 8



A TRAIN CABIN CRUSH

Richard Porritt Sr. and Jean Wadsten (“Dick” and “Jeannie” in their correspondence) met
in June 1944 aboard a westbound train headed for San Francisco. Ensign Porritt, commis-
sioned in September the year prior, had orders to report to the USS Tazewell (APA-209),

while Jean accompanied her visiting sister and four year old niece on their return journey

home to the West Coast. Neither anticipated falling in love.

Richard first saw Jean, alongside her niece, during a stopover in Chicago. He found her
extraordinarily beautiful but presumed that she was married. Back in the compartment
Richard shared with two friends, he told of the stunning woman he sighted on the plat-
form, and they proposed investigating her marital status further. Family lore claims that
the men flipped a coin to decide who would break the ice and, as fate would have it,
Richard won the honors of approaching Jean at the next terminal.

Upon discovering that she was unwed and Janet her niece, the guys became regular
guests in her cabin. Jean considered them an amusing and convivial bunch but especially
enjoyed Richard’s company, sharing laughs and good conversation with him for the re-
mainder of the journey.

The two formed an unlikely bond—1Jean, part of a close-knit family and the product of
strict Lutheran rearing, and Richard, an impetuous child of divorced parents who spoke
coarsely and acted without constraint. Yet, despite their wildly different upbringings and
personalities, the two fell fast in love.

A SUMMER COURTSHIP

Whenever time permitted, Richard arranged dates across San Francisco. He and Jean
dined and danced their way through the city, often stopping to amble about in local parks.
With each departure, their fondness for each other grew stronger, and before the sum-
mer’s end, Richard knew he wanted to get married. He proposed in a movie theater
shortly thereafter, and Jean responded with an emphatic “Yes!”

The bride and groom tied the knot in September 1944 and honeymooned briefly in San
Francisco. They explored the metropolis and enjoyed the varied entertainment it afforded,
passing their evenings in classy restaurants and the nights in stylish hotels. Before long,
the USS Tazewell was officially commissioned and ordered to Seattle, Washington, to
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load men and supplies before departing for Hawaii to embark garrison troops and join a
convoy bound for the Philippines. That meant an extended period of separation.

LOVE LETTERS AT SEA

Writing letters was the only recourse the pair had for an imminent and painful parting.
The correspondence started at the beginning of December 1944 and continued through to
the following November.

Out at sea, Richard begged for letters, as many as Jean was willing to write. He ex-
plained,

“You see, darling, mail is a fellow’s whole life out here and it’s the greatest mo-
rale builder there is.”

Richard Porritt Sr.

Jean did her best to oblige. In one of her earliest letters right before Christmas, she in-
formed Richard that—if her suspicions were correct—he could plan to be a father.
Though his absence pained him, the news filled him with unbridled excitement. Jean also
kept her husband apprised of family affairs and current events at home. In return, he told
Jean what he could reveal of his adventures and detailed his efforts to cut back on gam-
bling and pick up a Bible. Ironically, he even vowed to get rid of his “sailor’s mouth.”

WARTIME VALENTINES

The Porritt’s routinely professed their love for one another, but Valentine’s Day was a
special occasion to show affection in a purposeful and meaningful way. Apparently, Jean
could not restrict her boundless love to a single card and, instead, articulated her feelings
in a series of romantic and uplifting Valentine’s Day letters.

The first she sent was in January, well in advance of the holiday. Inside of an illustrated
fold-out card, complete with a self-deprecating poem, she wrote in her characteristic,
teal-toned ink a short phrase that would become a common feature in her letters: “Love—
guess who!” Below she doodled an arrow as if to instruct, “Flip to reveal the answer.” On
the reverse, she wrote of how desperately she yearned for Richard’s return—as well as
his touch—and how eagerly she awaited feeling the baby’s first kicks.
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Less than a week passed before she dispatched two additional valentines. Even if Jean
was exhausted and lacked the requisite energy to “write a real letter,” she could always
depend on a greeting card to convey her emotions. In her opinion, a card could communi-
cate “an awful lot of sentiment for a quarter.”

A VALENTINE FER yuli /-
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Jean Porritt’s first valentine to her husband. The National WWII Museum, Gift of the Children of Richard H. and Jean W. Por-
ritt, 2014.442.025
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The second in a succession of valentines that Richard Porritt received while in service. The National WWII Museum,

Gift of the Children of Richard H. and Jean W. Porritt, 2014.442.027.
In early February, Jean shipped off what she referred to as Richard’s “real valentine,” her
portrait to keep by his bedside to make his solitude a little more bearable. Then, just two
days before Valentine’s Day—Iikely lonelier and more lovesick than usual—she penned
one of her more intimate letters. She reminisced about the passionate nights they spent
together before the exigencies of war forced them apart. On the final page she left an im-
pression of her kiss in red lipstick and spritzed the stationary with the perfume she wore
during the wedding and honeymoon, hoping the scent would evoke pleasant memories.

The final valentine Jean sent a month after the holiday passed. She conveniently had an
unused card and appreciated its sentiment, so she simply struck through a few words to
transform it into a general-purpose greeting card. Richard thoroughly enjoyed all of his
letters, writing to Jean that he loved each one and read them many times. That he saved
all her cards and letters is a testament to their significance during his service.
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A modified and repurposed valentine Jean sent to tell Richard she missed him. The National WWII Museum, Gift of the
Children of Richard H. and Jean W. Porritt, 2014.442.056
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A modified and repurposed valentine Jean sent to tell Richard she missed him. The National WWII Museum, Gift of the
Children of Richard H. and Jean W. Porritt, 2014.442.056
LOOKING TO THE FUTURE
The end to hostilities could not come soon enough. Richard worried the war might steal
the best years of his life and regularly ruminated about what the future held. He thought
briefly about turning his naval stint into a career but detested the thought of any more
separations. He also contemplated becoming a teacher but could not see himself as “the
professor type.” As to where they would settle, he envisioned living near family along the
North Atlantic seaboard or somewhere in California. Jean, on the other hand, did not care
about the details—so long as they were together.

As the letters make clear, the one constant in their joint vision of the future was the plan
to have a large family. In that regard, they were quite successful. Jean delivered their first
child in August 1945, while Richard (then a Lieutenant Junior Grade) was still in the Pa-
cific. They ultimately had four more children, though one sadly died in infancy.
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Richard and Jean Porritt were happily married for 64 years and never missed a chance to
convey their devotion to one another. The life they shared together, and the letters that
kept them close when they were most distant, left an enduring legacy of the power of un-
conditional love and the importance of expressing it.

CONTRIBUTOR

Chase Tomlin

Chase Tomlin is an Associate Curator at The National WWII Museum.

SOURCE: https://www.nationalww2museum.org/war/articles/valentines-letters-

~ world-war-ii
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