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Commander’s Message 

John Hannan 
Commander 

 
On October 8th, we held our West 
Valley chapter 131 breakfast meet-

ing.  The meeting took place at Chef Peter’s Bistro 
in Surprise, which is very centrally located and easy 
to find.  Size wise, the room fits our needs.  We are 
able to order separately, so you can have a big 
breakfast or just coffee, it’s your choice. 
 
The meeting went well except for the speaker hav-
ing to cancel at the last minute due to a family 
emergency.  We’ll recycle him for a later date.  I, 
Commander Hannan, did my best to excite the 
group with a very interesting talk on the subject of 
Army logistics.  After that riveting talk, for those still 
awake, we agreed that hopefully the next meet-
ing speaker will show up. 
 
Updates were given on reestablishing the ASLYC 
leadership program and also the MOC which will 
take place on February 21st at the Palm Ridge 
Recreation center in Sun City West.  Please update 
your calendar as you don’t want to miss this 

important ceremony. 
 
Fred Garnett updated us on the essay contest and 
Mel Howry reported we already are receiving es-
says. This is a new program that this chapter 
has decided to support.  The program will be under 
the excellent management of Fred & Ann Garnett. 
 
Prior to the breakfast meeting, we had a business 
meeting and discussed many issues including a 
proposed budget for the coming year.  The treas-
urer stated that the required and verified audit had 
been completed.  Several mission directed issues 
were discussed in an effort to insure a well thought 
out accomplishment of our chapter’s meetings and 
events. 
 
Our primary mission this year is the recruitment of 
new members.  G.O. Jensen is in charge of that ef-
fort and we ask all of you to be on the lookout for 
new members.  Word of mouth is still our best 
method of recruiting. 
 
We were honored to have Patrick Stolze, Region 
XIII Commander present at our breakfast meet-
ing.  Patrick awarded both Buz Isban and Ken Coff-
man national awards in recognition of their efforts in 
demonstrating the MOWW motto, “It's nobler to 
serve than to be served”. 
 
Ken was responsible for organizing and implement-
ing a 50th year anniversary ceremony at Portofino 
West restaurant.  This event was very well 

Breakfast Meeting 

An in-person meeting is planned for Novem-

ber 12, 2022 at 1100 at Chef Peter’s Bis-
tro,17300 N. Village Parkway, Surprise Ari-
zona, 85374. 

  
 

SPECIAL FEATURE (Page 8) 

Navy boosting USV presence, net-
work capability in Middle East
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attended and organized around the history of our 
local chapter.  It was very interesting to see many 
past members that have shared our strong history 
and commitment to this community.  Thank you, 
Ken, for stepping up and providing this chapter an 
excellent opportunity to once again gather in appre-
ciation of our commitment to patriotism.  Ken also 
volunteered to organize our 100th year anniversary 
event. 
 
Buz demonstrates the commitment to this chapter, 
our community and JROTC.  He is involved with 
every aspect of this chapter and our mission.  From 
personal experience, he does a terrific amount be-
hind the scenes.  Without a doubt, Buz is the fabric 
of our local MOWW chapter.  He also commits his 
valuable time and leadership to other veteran 
groups.  He is currently the commander of the 
Northwest Valley Veterans Association (NWVVA). 
 
This is a well-deserved honor to both gentlemen. 
 
Next meeting is at Chef Peter’s on November 
12th.  The meeting starts at 9:30 a.m.  Our speaker 
will be Mark McGarth, a retired Boeing executive 
who will inform us on the efforts to turn a commer-
cial aircraft, 737, into a Navy sub hunter. 
 
See you in November. 
John Hannan 
Commander MOWW West Valley 131 

   

Surgeon’s Note 

By Linda Howry RN MS 
 

Can Covid-19 Virus Infection Affect Individu-

als More Than Once 

 

Currently it is believed that reinfections of the 

same type of Covid-19 is very rare, but an indi-

vidual may have a relapse of Covid from the ini-

tial infection.  Studies are being conducted to 

look at the reported data and case responses to 

the disease.  This involves understanding the 

current virus testing procedures and human im-

mune response system.   

Testing for Covid is commonly done by the 

RT/PRC (nasal swab) test.  This detects the 

virus in 70% of cases.  Up to 30% of the cases 

are prone to be a false positive, because this 

test does not differentiate between dead and live 

Covid-19 virus.  This means that a test may 

identify dead virus that is lingering in that per-

son.  Because of the different variants of Covid, 

only a Genome Sequencing test can confirm 

which of the different strains of virus are present 

and alive in the body.   

Each person’s immune system reacts differently 

to the virus.  For an immune system to react and 

identify the targeted virus, it must first stick to 

the virus so that the T-cells can engulf Covid vi-

rus and develop an immunity to this virus.  This 

usually takes 10 days, so this means the sicker 

the person is the stronger the immunity.  Since 

some individuals develop a weakened case, it 

causes the level and length of immunity to be 

lessened.  When the immunity levels weaken, 

the body will no longer prevent one from con-

tracting the disease or its variants.  

Then how long does immunity last from Covid?  

That depends on the length and severity of the 

body’s response to Covid and its variants.  One 

doctor likened it to our memory.  We remember 

some things and not others and so does the im-

mune system.  It remembers the virus only for a 

certain period.  Some sources say it can be a 

few months to up to a year.  Because of the 

newness of this illness, we have limited infor-

mation. 

Sources: Narayana Health, Houston Methodist, MDAnderson 

 

Legislative Affairs 

By Phil Hanson  
  
As reported last month, Senate 
Concurrent Resolution 1011 has 
become Proposition 130, relating 
to certain property tax exemptions. 
It gives the Arizona Legislature the authority to 
set limits on who is covered. It includes widows, 
widowers, persons with disabilities and veterans 
with service-connected disabilities or non-ser-
vice disabilities who are Arizona residents. Cur-
rently, the amount is limited to $4188. Members 

https://www.narayanahealth.org/blog/author/admindigitalstrings-com/
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are encouraged to vote for Proposition 130 dur-
ing the 8 November general election. 
 
Unfortunately, there are few veterans returning 
to the Legislature. 
 

Treasurer’s Report 

Buz Isban  
Treasurer  
 

  
 

Financial Report  
As of 18 Oct 2022 
  

General Fund                    $14,868.93 
Petty Cash                                 $50.00 
TOTAL                                $14,918.93 
 
Patriotic Savings 
Account                                $5,819.47 
 
Endowment Fund                $13,940.69 
 
GRAND TOTAL                  $34,679.09 

 
Chapter Dues are Due 
 
As a gentle reminder, our dues remain the same 
as last year; $15 for a member and significant 
other and $10 for a member alone. Please make 
checks payable to “MOWW Chapter 131”.  You 
can mail your payment to our treasurer Michael 
Isban at 8980 W. Runion Drive, Peoria, AZ 
85382.   Thank you in advance for your attention 
to this matter. 
 
AZ Tax Credit to Support AZYLC Delegates.  
 
As we approach the end of the calendar year, 
please consider making a donation to support 
our sponsored delegates to the summer 2023 
Arizona Youth Leadership Conference (AZYLC). 
You will find information located on our website 
(mowwwestvalleyaz.org). You will find the infor-
mation under “What We Do” below the photo of 
all the cadets. Your contribution will cost you 
nothing if you pay Arizona taxes because it is a 
state tax credit. At no extra cost to you, we send 
a future leader and delegate to AZYLC in 2023. 
 

The tax credit is limited to $400 filing jointly or 
$200 filing separately. As you make your tax 
credit donation, please let Treasure Buz Isban 
know ahead of time, so that he can track the use 
of funds in 2023. His contact information is 
buzisban@cox.net or phone 623- 512-0765. 
 

 

Recognition and Awards 

 

Awards Presented by Patrick Stolze, Region XIII 
Commander at the 12 Oct 2022 Chapter meet-
ing. 
  
The Military Order of the World Wars Celebrates 

its 50TH Anniversary. 

 

 

Major Coffman was responsible for organizing 
and implementing the 50th year anniversary of 
the Military Order of World Wars, West Valley 
Chapter 131 ceremony at Portofino West restau-
rant. This event was very well attended and or-
ganized around the history of our local chapter. 
It was very interesting to see many past mem-
bers that have shared our strong history and 
commitment to this community. Thank you, Ma-
jor Coffman, for stepping up and providing this 
chapter an excellent opportunity to once again 
gather in appreciation to our commitment to pat-
riotism.  
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Captain Isban distinguished himself by extraordi-
nary service to the Military Order of the World 
Wars as the Commander of the West Valley.  He 
unselfishly took command to resurrect the chap-
ter from an untenable situation.  He reinstituted 
monthly meetings, published a monthly newslet-
ter, established a succession plan, and for-
warded required reports, while reinvigorating his 
fellow companions. The singular distinctive ac-
complishments of Captain Isban reflect great 
credit upon himself and the Military Order of the 
World Wars.  
 

Welcome New Members 

   
Good Folks, let’s all meet Tom and Jean 
Troxell.  Just last month, the Troxells opted to 
transfer their local MOWW Chapter from the 
Phoenix Chapter to our West Valley Chapter 
131. The Troxells live in SC West.  Tom is a per-
petual member of MOWW since Dec 1997.  
Tom is from Pennsylvania, but he attended / 
graduated from the Covenant College in Chatta-
nooga, Tennessee, where he earned a BA in 
History, but more importantly met his wife Jean, 
who also attended Covenant College.  They 
have been married for 52 years and have 2 adult 
sons. 
 
After Tom joined the ARNG (Army National 
Guard) in 1982, he served as a Chaplain for the 
next 22 years. Tom graduated with an M.Div. 
from Westminster Seminary, Philadelphia and 
served as Pastor of Covenant Presbyterian 
Church, Sun City West until 1 January 2017. 

Tom and Randy Meyer know each other, as they 
serve on another board together.   
 
Please all Greet and welcome Tom and Jean 
Troxell.  
 
 

This Day in History in Viet Nam  

 
November 1, 1963 Ambassador Henry Cabot 
Lodge has a routine meeting with Viet Nam 
President Ngo Dinh Diem from 10 a.m. until 
noon at the presidential palace, then departs. At 
1:30 p.m., during the traditional siesta time, the 
coup begins as mutinous troops roar into Sai-
gon, surround the presidential palace, and also 
seize police headquarters. Diem and his brother 
Nhu are trapped inside the palace and reject all 
appeals to surrender. Diem telephones the rebel 
generals and attempts, but fails, to talk them out 
of the coup. Diem then calls Lodge and asks 
"...what is the attitude of the United States?" 
Lodge responds "...it is four thirty a.m. in Wash-
ington, and the U.S. government cannot possibly 
have a view." Lodge then expresses concern for 
Diem's safety, to which Diem responds "I am try-
ing to restore order." At 8 p.m., Diem and Nhu 
slip out of the presidential palace unnoticed and 
go to a safe house in the suburbs that belongs 
to a wealthy Chinese merchant. 
 
November 2, 1963 - At 3 a.m., one of Diem's 
aides betrays his location to the generals. The 
hunt for Diem and Nhu now begins. At 6 a.m., 
Diem telephones the generals. Realizing the sit-
uation is hopeless, Diem and Nhu offer to sur-
render from inside a Catholic church. Diem and 
Nhu are then taken into custody by rebel officers 
and placed in the back of an armored personnel 
carrier. While traveling to Saigon, the vehicle 
stops and Diem and Nhu are assassinated. 
At the White House, a meeting is interrupted 
with the news of Diem's death. According to wit-
nesses, President Kennedy's face turns a 
ghostly shade of white and he immediately 
leaves the room. Later, the President records in 
his private diary, "I feel that we must bear a 
good deal of responsibility for it." 
 
Saigon celebrates the downfall of Diem's re-
gime. But the coup results in a power vacuum in 
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which a series of military and civilian govern-
ments seize control of South Vietnam, a country 
that becomes totally dependent on the United 
States for its existence. Viet Cong use the un-
stable political situation to increase their hold 
over the rural population of South Vietnam to 
nearly 40 percent. 
 
November 22, 1963 - President John F. Ken-
nedy is assassinated in Dallas. Lyndon B. John-
son is sworn in as the 36th U.S. President. He is 
the fourth President coping with Vietnam and will 
oversee massive escalation of the war while uti-
lizing many of the same policy advisors who 
served Kennedy. 
 
November 24, 1963 - President Johnson de-
clares he will not "lose Vietnam" during a meet-
ing with Ambassador Lodge in Washington. By 
year's end, there are 16,300 American military 
advisers in South Vietnam which received $500 
million in U.S. aid during 1963. 
 
November 1, 1964 - The first attack by Viet 
Cong against Americans in Vietnam occurs at 
Bien Hoa air base, 12 miles north of Saigon. A 
pre-dawn mortar assault kills five Americans, 
two South Vietnamese, and wounds nearly a 
hundred others. President Johnson dismisses all 
recommendations for a retaliatory air strike 
against North Vietnam. 
 
November 3, 1964 - With 61 percent of the pop-
ular vote, Democrat Lyndon B. Johnson is re-
elected as President of the United States in a 
land-slide victory, the biggest to date in U.S. his-
tory, defeating Republican Barry Goldwater by 
16 million votes. The Democrats also achieve 
big majorities in both the U.S. House and Sen-
ate. 
 
November 14-16, 1965 - The Battle of Ia Drang 
Valley marks the first major battle between U.S. 
troops and North Vietnamese Army regulars 
(NVA) inside South Vietnam. American Army 
troops of the 1st Cavalry Division (Airmobile) re-
spond to the NVA threat by using helicopters to 
fly directly into the battle zone. Upon landing, the 
troops quickly disembark then engage in fierce 
fire fights, supported by heavy artillery and B-52 
air strikes, marking the first use of B-52s to 

assist combat troops. The two-day battle ends 
with NVA retreating into the jungle. 79 Ameri-
cans are killed and 121 wounded. NVA losses 
are estimated at 2000. 
 
November 17, 1965 - The American success at 
Ia Drang is marred by a deadly ambush against 
400 soldiers of the U.S. 7th Cavalry sent on foot 
to occupy nearby Landing Zone 'Albany.' NVA 
troops that had been held in reserve during Ia 
Drang, along with troops that had retreated, kill 
155 Americans and wound 124. 
 
November 27, 1965 - In Washington, 35,000 
anti-war protesters circle the White House then 
march on to the Washington Monument for a 
rally. 
 
November 30, 1965 - After visiting Vietnam, De-
fense Secretary McNamara privately warns that 
American casualty rates of up to 1000 dead per 
month could be expected. 
 
November 7, 1966 - Defense Secretary 
McNamara is confronted by student protesters 
during a visit to Harvard University. 
 
November 12, 1966 - The New York Times re-
ports that 40 percent of U.S. economic aid sent 
to Saigon is stolen or winds up on the black mar-
ket. 
 
November 3-December 1, 1967 - The Battle of 
Dak To occurs in the mountainous terrain along 
the border of Cambodia and Laos as the U.S. 
4th Infantry Division heads off a planned NVA 
attack against the Special Forces camp located 
there. During the fighting, the 4th Battalion, 
503rd Airborne Infantry earns a Presidential Unit 
Citation for bravery. Massive air strikes com-
bined with U.S. and South Vietnamese ground 
attacks result in an NVA withdrawal into Laos 
and Cambodia. NVA losses are put at 1644. 
U.S. troops suffer 289 killed. "Along with the gal-
lantry and tenacity of our soldiers, our tremen-
dously successful air logistic operation was the 
key to the victory," states General West-
moreland. 
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November 11, 1967 - President Johnson makes 
another peace overture, but it is soon rejected 
by Hanoi. 
 
November 17, 1967 - Following an optimistic 
briefing in the White House by General West-
moreland, Ambassador Bunker, and Robert 
Komer, President Johnson tells the American 
public on TV, "We are inflicting greater losses 
than we're taking...We are making progress." In 
a Time magazine interview, General West-
moreland taunts the Viet Cong, saying "I hope 
they try something because we are looking for a 
fight." 
 
November 29, 1967 - An emotional Robert 
McNamara announces his resignation as De-
fense Secretary during a press briefing, stating, 
"Mr. President...I cannot find words to express 
what lies in my heart today..." Behind closed 
doors, he had begun regularly expressing 
doubts over Johnson's war strategy, angering 
the President. McNamara joins a growing list of 
Johnson's top aides who resigned over the war 
including Bill Moyers, McGeorge Bundy and 
George Ball. 
 
November 30, 1967 - Anti-war Democrat Eu-
gene McCarthy announces he will be a candi-
date for President opposing Lyndon Johnson, 
stating, "...we are involved in a very deep crisis 
of leadership, a crisis of direction and a crisis of 
national purpose...the entire history of this war in 
Vietnam, no matter what we call it, has been one 
of continued error and misjudgment." 
 
November 1968 - William E. Colby replaces 
Robert Komer as head of CORDS. 
 
November 5, 1968 - Republican Richard M. 
Nixon narrowly defeats Democrat Hubert 
Humphrey in the U.S. presidential election. 
 
November 27, 1968 - President-elect Nixon 
asks Harvard professor Henry Kissinger to be 
his National Security Advisor. Kissinger accepts. 
By year's end, U.S. troop levels reached 
495,000 with 30,000 American deaths to date. In 
1968, over a thousand a month were killed. An 
estimated 150,000 soldiers from North Vietnam 
infiltrated the South via the Ho Chi Minh trail in 

1968. Although the U.S. conducted 200 air 
strikes each day against the trail in late 1968, up 
to 10,000 NVA supply trucks are en route at any 
given time. 
 
November 3, 1969 - President Nixon delivers a 
major TV speech asking for support from "the 
great silent majority of my fellow Americans" for 
his Vietnam strategy. "...the more divided we are 
at home, the less likely the enemy is to negotiate 
at Paris...North Vietnam cannot defeat or humili-
ate the United States. Only Americans can do 
that." 
 
November 15, 1969 - The 'Mobilization' peace 
demonstration draws an estimated 250,000 in 
Washington for the largest anti-war protest in 
U.S. history. 
 
November 16, 1969 - For the first time, the U.S. 
Army publicly discusses events surrounding the 
My Lai massacre. 
 
November 12, 1970 - The military trial of Lt. Wil-
liam Calley begins at Fort Benning, Georgia, 
concerning the massacre of Vietnamese civil-
ians at My Lai. 
 
November 20, 1970 - American troop levels 
drop to 334,600. 
 
November 7, 1972 - Richard M. Nixon wins the 
presidential election in the biggest landslide to 
date in U.S. history. 
 
November 14, 1972 - President Nixon sends a 
letter to President Thieu secretly pledging "to 
take swift and severe retaliatory action" if North 
Vietnam violates the proposed peace treaty. 
 
November 30, 1972 - American troop with-
drawal from Vietnam is completed, although 
there are still 16,000 Army advisers and admin-
istrators remaining to assist South Vietnam's mil-
itary forces. 
 
November 7, 1973 - Congress passes the War 
Powers Resolution requiring the President to ob-
tain the support of Congress within 90 days of 
sending American troops abroad. 
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Happy Birthday United States Marine Corp 

 
The official birthday of the United States Marine 
Corps is on 10 November 1775. That was the 
day when the Second Continental Congress es-
tablished the Continental Marines with the fol-
lowing decree:  
 
“That two battalions of Marines be raised con-
sisting of one Colonel, two lieutenant-colonels, 
two majors and other officers, as usual in other 
regiments; that they consist of an equal number 
of privates as with other battalions, that particu-
lar care be taken that no persons be appointed 
to offices, or enlisted into said battalions, but 
such as are good seamen, or so acquainted with 
maritime affairs as to be able to serve for and 
during the present war with Great Britain and the 
Colonies; unless dismissed by Congress; that 
they be distinguished by the names of the First 
and Second Battalions of Marines.”  
 
Tun Tavern, in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, is re-
garded as the birthplace of the Corps as the lo-
cation of the first Marines to enlist under Com-
mandant Samuel Nicholas, though it is disputed 
if a recruiting drive may have occurred earlier at 
Nicholas's family tavern, the Conestoga Waggon 
[sic]. When the Revolutionary War ended in 
1783, the Continental Navy was disestablished, 
and with it, the Continental Marines. The Corps 
was re-established on 11 July 1798, when 
the act for establishing and organizing a Marine 
Corps was signed by President John Adams.  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Prior to 1921, Marines celebrated the recreation 
of the Corps on 11 July with little pomp or pag-
eantry.  On 21 October 1921, Major Edwin North 
McClellan, in charge of the Corps’ fledgling his-
torical section, sent a memorandum to Com-
mandant John A. Lejeune, suggesting the 
Marines' original birthday of 10 November be de-
clared a Marine Corps holiday to be celebrated 
throughout the Corps. Lejeune so ordered in 
Marine Corps Order 47.  
 

Future Events 

  
12 November 2022 – Chapter Meeting 
10 December 2022 – Chapter Meeting 
14 January 2023 – Chapter Meeting 
11 February 2023 – Chapter Meeting 
21 February 2023 – Massing of the Colors 
11 March 2023 – Chapter Meeting 
8 April 2023 – Chapter Meeting 
13 May 2023 – Chapter Meeting 
 

Bulletin Deadline 

 

The deadline for submission of articles for the 
December 2022 Bulletin is the 22th of November. 
If it is possible to get articles earlier, it would be 
very much appreciated. With all that is going on 
we will be flexible.  

Email articles to cbjerkaas@cox.net 

Thank you. 

Carlton Bjerkaas, Editor 
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SPECIAL FEATURE 

Navy boosting USV presence, network capability 
in Middle East 
By Megan Eckstein 
  
 

Vessels from the Israeli Navy and U.S. Naval Forces Central Command operate in the Gulf of Aq-
aba with two unmanned surface vessels -- a Devil Ray T-38, top, and Saildrone Explorer, bottom 
-- during exercise Digital Shield, Sept. 21, 2022. (U.S. Navy photo) 

 
WASHINGTON — The U.S. Navy and its partners in the Middle East are scaling up the number 
and the complexity of unmanned boats and artificial intelligence tools operating under Task 
Force 59, creating an extensive web that can flag unusual activity for human operators. 

In fact, a year after the Bahrain-based U.S. 5th Fleet stood up Task Force 59 to boost maritime 
domain awareness in the crowded and vulnerable waterways, the Navy has built up a mesh net-
work to connect its unmanned surface vessels and artificial intelligence tools with operators at 
a control center. And the Navy will add more systems to its inventory next month, 5th Fleet Vice 
Adm. Brad Cooper told reporters Oct. 12. 

https://www.navytimes.com/author/megan-eckstein
https://www.defensenews.com/naval/2021/10/04/navys-new-middle-east-task-force-to-find-ways-to-apply-ai-and-unmanned-to-complex-region/
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“Today in the Arabian Gulf, there’s about 8,000 ships that are underway doing something; there 
would be no human being that could possibly pick out that movement that’s outside the pattern 
of life. But what we’ve seen is AI can do it; it’s pretty accurate,” he said. 

Task Force 59 was established in September 2021 to rapidly experiment with commercial un-
manned and AI systems that could be integrated into naval operations in the Middle East. The 
task force staff works with industry and academia to further develop the technology. The staff 
also works with regional navies to incorporate this technology into real-world missions and 
take advantage of the intelligence and surveillance they generate. Manama, Bahrain, and Aq-
aba, Jordan, have been hubs for unmanned activity over the last year. 

5th Fleet announced earlier this year its goal to form a multinational fleet of 100 USVs by next 
summer. Twenty would belong to the U.S., with the Navy leasing the USVs from industry but 
controlling their missions. Cooper declined to say how many are in the water today but said the 
U.S. would likely reach its 20-craft goal by next month. The other 80 would belong to regional 
partners. 

Bahrain and Kuwait have already committed to buying USVs, he said, and other partners in-
volved in Task Force 59 demonstrations could make commitments between now and the sum-
mer. 

Task Force 59 led the International Maritime Exercise 2022 in February as an early demonstra-
tion of the power of USVs and AI tools working in concert. Cooper said the idea was to demon-
strate to regional partners — Israel, Jordan, United Arab Emirates and more — how these tools 
could improve their coastal security more affordably than traditional manned patrol boats and 
frigates. 

“It becomes really obvious when we begin to model this off of their own coast and they can see, 
wow, for pennies on the dollar we can put unmanned platforms out there, we can couple it with 
artificial intelligence … and then, I think critically important, we can use our manned ships 
much more efficiently, much more effectively,” he said. 

Once Task Force 59 proved the usefulness of these USVs and AI tools, Cooper said there have 
been tight cycles of rapid improvements on the platforms and enabling technologies. 

He did not discuss specific upgrades, but said the USVs — specifically the Saildrone Explorer 
that provides persistent maritime surveillance and the MARTAC Devil Ray T38 that provides a 
rapid response capability — have been tested, improved and then retested on 60- to 90-day cy-
cles. 

https://www.defensenews.com/naval/2022/02/02/us-navy-kicks-off-60-nation-maritime-exercise-in-middle-east-that-includes-unmanned-ai-tech/
https://www.dvidshub.net/graphic/18822/imx-ce-22-participant-list
https://www.dvidshub.net/graphic/18822/imx-ce-22-participant-list
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A Saildrone Explorer takes part in a joint U.S. and U.K. naval drone drill in the Persian Gulf the 
same unmanned surveillance boats, called Saildrone Explorers, that Iran has twice seized in re-
cent months. (MCC Roland Franklin/Navy via AP) 
 

In an example of even more rapid iteration, Cooper said the U.S. built up a mesh network to 
share data in a communications-denied environment. This rudimentary network was tested at 
sea in an event with the U.S. and Saudi Arabia. 

One week later, with help from industry, Task Force 59 enhanced this mesh network based on 
lessons learned and tested it again in an event with the U.S. and Jordan. A week later, the U.S. 
and Israel tested the next iteration. And a week later, the U.S. and NATO allies tested a further 
improved version in an exercise off Portugal, this time incorporating the Starlink satellite inter-
net constellation. 

Cooper said Starlink does not have coverage in the Middle East today, but a new satellite con-
stellation should be up by next spring, meaning the broadband coverage could then be rapidly 
incorporated into the Task Force 59 mesh network. 

The Navy has an overarching Unmanned Task Force at the Pentagon investigating where to 
make targeted technology maturation investments and the best acquisition methods for un-
manned systems and the data they generate. Task Force 59 is a separate but related effort, and 
Cooper said everything his team is learning in 5th Fleet is applicable globally. 

For example, he said a formation of USVs transited 2,000 miles over 200 days, from the north-
ern shores of the Gulf of Aqaba down to the southern end of the Red Sea. That maneuver could 

https://www.defensenews.com/naval/2022/05/25/navys-unmanned-task-force-turns-to-a-venture-capital-inspired-process-to-find-investments/
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be executed anywhere in any theater, Cooper said, and 5th Fleet has been working to translate 
it into a formal concept document. 

However, that maneuver also has regional implications, and the Task Force 59 team is looking 
to understand what it means to have USVs cover that much ground in these waters, which not 
only see a significant amount of commercial shipping but also significant threats from weapons 
and drug trafficking, piracy and terrorism. 

“It’s about 5,000 miles as you go around the Suez, all the way around the Arabian Peninsula to 
the North Arabian Gulf — so the waters are vast and highly dynamic,” Cooper said. 

By embracing unmanned boats and AI tools, and the networks and cloud tools that connect 
them, the Navy and its partners will “expand our maritime domain awareness, which increases 
deterrence and allows you to better position yourself to respond if something does happen.” 
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