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Commander’s Message 

Chris Schmidt 
Commander 

 
  
 

  
Welcome back from our summer break. We 
have a busy agenda for the upcoming year. As 
you are aware, the National MOWW Convention 
passed a long overdue amendment to the Con-
stitution extending Companionship in the Na-
tional Order to all veterans. It is now incumbent 
on us to utilize this change to strengthen our 
Chapter. 
Our Purple Star Committee has already held an 
event at Luke Elementary and has a vibrant plan 
for the school year. We have some exciting and 
dynamic speakers lined up for our monthly 
meetings. Plans for a social event in December 
will be shared with the membership at the Octo-
ber meeting. Preparations for the MOC in Febru-
ary are progressing well. ROTC and JROTC 
recognition are on track for spring. There has 
been some movement on trying to bring the 
AZYLC together this year. Finally, we will need 
to have a sober discussion regarding chapter fi-
nances.  
I look forward to seeing you all at the October 
meeting. 
 

Chris Schmidt, Commander 2025-2026 

Breakfast Meeting 

An in-person meeting is planned for          
October 11th, 2025 at 0930 to 1130  

The Colonnade Surprise. Guest Speaker: 
Sgt George Cross, WWII 82nd Abn Div 
 
  

  

  
 

SPECIAL FEATURE (Page 65) 
The Surrender at Yorktown: The Final Bat-

tle of the Revolutionary War 

The Preamble 
To cherish the memories and associations of the 

World Wars waged for humanity; 

To inculcate and stimulate love of our Country and the 
Flag; 

To promote and further patriotic education in our na-
tion; 

Ever to maintain law and order, and to defend the 
honor, integrity and supremacy of our National Gov-
ernment and the Constitution of the United States; 

To foster fraternal relations among all branches of the 
armed forces; 

To promote the cultivation of Military, Naval and Air 
Science and the adoption of a consistent and suitable 
policy of national security for the United States of 
America; 

To acquire and preserve records of individual services; 

To encourage and assist in the holding of commemo-
rations and the establishment of Memorials of the 
World Wars; 

And to transmit all these ideals to posterity; under 
God and for our Country, we unite to establish 

                        THE MILITARY ORDER  

                        OF THE WORLD WARS. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Surrender-of-cornwallis-at-york-town-va-oct-1781-by-nathaniel-currier.jpg
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Current/Future Events 

 
America 250: 5 July 2025 to 4 July 2026 
National Youth Civics Summit Conference: July 
25 in Washington, DC. 
 
Massing of the Colors on February 10, 2026 
at the Palm Ridge Recreation Center in Sun City 
West.  The Desert Brass Band will again be per-
forming.  The Peoria HS AFJROTC will again be 
our Ceremonial Honor Guard and perform the 
Missing Man Table ceremony.  The speaker is to 
be determined.  The program starts at 1145.  
The band begins at 1115. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Surgeon’s Note 

 
Surgeon’s Note 
By Joseph Kaufman, MD 
 
Well, here we are. The beginning of a new year 
for our Chapter 131. And the beginning of my 
first year as your Medical Officer. I hope that I 
will meet your expectations, and be assured that 
I will always be receptive to your comments and 
recommendations. Since we are talking about 
beginnings, it is also the beginning of what is tra-
ditionally known as the “flu season”. Since many 
of us are in that wonderful category known as 
Senior Citizens, I thought it might be useful to 
review some of the issues related to influenza 
that are of particular importance to Senior Citi-
zens. Statistics don’t lie. It is estimated that up to 
85% of flu related deaths, and 50-70% of flu re-
lated hospitalizations occur in senior citizens 
( age 65+). The obvious question is Why? And 
what can we do about it. Even in healthy individ-
uals in our age group, the fact is that our natural 
immune systems weaken as we age. This 
makes older individuals naturally more suscepti-
ble and more vulnerable to any type of infection. 
Since influenza is by its very nature highly con-
tagious, the increased risk to senior citizens is 
inevitable. Then there are the High Risk Groups 
among Seniors. Individuals with chronic health 

conditions such as heart disease, diabetes, 
COPD, and those that are immunocompro-
mised, are susceptible to an increase in the se-
verity of the flu. Residents of nursing homes or 
long term care facilities, as well as individuals 
recently hospitalized for any condition, are also 
at increased risk. As a cardiologist, I have to ad-
dress a few heart related issue. Data shows that 
1 out of 2 individuals in the hospital due to the 
flu also have some underlying heart disease. 
And data also shows that there is a 6X higher 
risk of heart attack in the week after being in-
fected. What to do! The obvious first answer is 
the Annual Flu vaccine, and it should be the high 
dose vaccine recommended for Seniors. It is 
also important to have an updated Pneumococ-
cal vaccine since the risk of bacterial infection is 
higher in susceptible individuals. If flu is sus-
pected, prompt treatment with antiviral medica-
tions like Tamiflu within the first 48 hours can re-
duce the duration and severity of the illness. 
And, finally, a simple measure that we should al-
ways be aware of. We heard a lot about proper 
hand washing during the Covid pandemic. This 
is something that should always be a part of our 
daily hygiene. Every time you wash your hands, 
it should be at least 20 seconds, addressing the 
palms, back of hand, and each finger. And don’t 
forget hand sanitizer. Keep some in your car and 
use it when you enter your car after being in a 
public environment. I hope we can all avoid the 
flu this season. Good Luck and Best of Health to 
All! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

West Valley Chapter 131 



October 2025 Page 3 
 

Leadership 2025-2026 

 

Commander: Chris Schmidt 

Adjutant:  Mel Howry 

Senior Vice Commander:  Open 

Jr. Vice Commander:  Randy Meyer 

Treasurer:  Buz Isban 

Marshall:  Ken Blanchard 

Surgeon:  Joe Kaufman 

Chaplain:  Tom Troxell 

Bulletin Editor:  Ken Coffman 

Recruitment:  Linda Howry and  

Ann Garnett 

Historian:  Ken Coffman 

AZYLC:  Linda Howry 

MOC:  Ken Coffman 

Immediate Past Commander:   

Mel Howry 
 

 

New Members 

 
Ken Blanchard, a long time Patriot Member, be-
came the newest MOWW Regular Member after 
the MOWW changed membership qualifications 
to accept all Honorably Discharged Veterans in 
the August.  Ken Jones from Sun City Festival 
submitted his application for chapter member-
ship.  Both will be recognized at our October 
meeting.  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Officers for 2025-2026 chapter year left to right: 
Recruitment Committee: Ann Garnett and Linda 
Howry, Marshall - Ken Blanchard, Treasurer - 
Buz Isban , Commander - Chris Schmidt, Adju-
tant - Melvin Howry, Junior Vice - Randy Meyer,  
Chaplain - Thomas Troxell, Surgeon – Joe Kauf-
man, Historian & Web Master & MOC - Ken 
Coffman (photographer - not shown). 
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Purple Star School Program 

 
By Ken Blanchard 
 

Friday, September 26th, we had our first event 
for the year with Luke Elementary.  We came up 
with the idea that we should have somebody 
that grew up as a dependent military child be the 
guest speaker, as many of the kids have a de-
ployed parent. Gary Yerks was a natural candi-
date because his father was in the military for 30 
years, and Gary travelled all over the world.  We 
met in the Deployment room and Gary talked to 
each grade level starting with the kindergarten 
and first graders (picture to the right), and the 
last group was the 7th and 8th graders.  All the 
kids that were in attendance had a deployed 
parent. Gary did a great job speaking to the 
kids.  It was very inspiring.  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

West Valley Chapter companion Gary Yerks 
speaking to Luke Elementary students. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Future Events 

  
11 October 2025 – Chapter Meeting 
8 November 2025 – Chapter Meeting 
13 December 2025 – Chapter Meeting 
10 January 2026 – Chapter Meeting 
10 February 2026 – Massing of the Colors 
14 February 2026 - Chapter Meeting 
14 March 2026 – Chapter Meeting 
11 April 2026 – Chapter Meeting 
9 May 2026 – Chapter Meeting 
 
 
 

Bulletin Deadline 

The deadline for submission of articles for the 
November 2025 Bulletin is the 16th of October.     

Email articles to kennethecoffman@icloud.com  

 

 

mailto:kennethecoffman@icloud.com
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Happy Birthday USN 

October 13, 1775 

 The story of the U.S. Navy began 250 years 

ago during the American Revolution.  Faced with 

the daunting task of countering the world’s most 

powerful navy at the time, the British Royal 

Navy, the American Second Continental Con-

gress while meeting in Philadelphia on October 

13th, 1775, authorized the purchase and arming 

of two ships, the 24-gun frigate Alfred and the 

14-gun brig Andrew Doria (U.S. Naval Institute, 

Birth of a Navy, Oct 2025).  Later that fall, one 

more ship would be added, and by the end of 

the year, with thirteen more ships, they would 

become the nascent, but formidable, Continental 

Navy. 

 

 

Continental Ship Andrew Doria 

 

Continental Ship Alfred

 

SPECIAL FEATURE 

 

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 

This article is about the battle during the American Revolutionary War.  

Siege of Yorktown 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Good_articles*


 

 
Surrender of Lord Cornwallis, an 1820 portrait by John Trum-

bull depicting the British surrendering to Benjamin Lincoln 

flanked by French (left) and Continental Army troops 

Date 
September 28 – October 19, 1781 

(3 weeks) 

Location Gloucester and Yorktown, Virginia  

Result American Victory 

 

Strength 

• Americans: 8,000–9,000 men 

• 5,900 regular troops 

• 3,100 militia (not engaged)  

French: 10,800 men and  

29 warships 

Total: 19,800 (fewer engaged) 

Casualties and losses 

88 killed 

301 wounded 

Total: 389 

• British: 5,000 

• German: fewer than 3,000 

                Total: 8,000–9,000 

 

 

 

 

         142–309 killed 

         326–595 wounded prisoners 

         7,416–7,685 captured 

         Total: 7,884–8,589 

The surrender at Yorktown, was the final major land engagement of the American Revolutionary 

War. It was won decisively by the Continental Army, led by George Washington, with support from the 

Marquis de Lafayette and French Army troops, led by the Comte de Rochambeau, and a French 

Navy force commanded by the Comte de Grasse over the British Army commanded by British Lieu-

tenant General Charles Cornwallis. The French and American armies united north of New York City 

during the summer of 1781. Following the arrival of dispatches from France that included the 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Surrender_of_Lord_Cornwallis
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Trumbull
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Trumbull
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/British_Army_during_the_American_Revolutionary_War
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Benjamin_Lincoln
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/France_in_the_American_Revolution
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Continental_Army
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gloucester_Point,_Virginia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yorktown,_Virginia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/American_Revolutionary_War
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/American_Revolutionary_War
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Continental_Army
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/George_Washington
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gilbert_du_Motier,_Marquis_de_Lafayette
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/France_in_the_American_Revolutionary_War
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jean-Baptiste_Donatien_de_Vimeur,_comte_de_Rochambeau
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/French_Navy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/French_Navy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fran%C3%A7ois_Joseph_Paul_de_Grasse
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/British_Army_during_the_American_Revolutionary_War
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Charles_Cornwallis,_1st_Marquess_Cornwallis
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_York_City
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Surrender_of_Lord_Cornwallis.jpg


 

possibility of support from the French West Indies fleet of the Comte de Grasse, disagreements arose 

between Washington and Rochambeau on whether to ask de Grasse for assistance in besieging New 

York or in military operations against a British army in Virginia. On the advice of Rochambeau, de 

Grasse informed them of his intent to sail to the Chesapeake Bay, where Cornwallis had taken com-

mand of the British army. Cornwallis, at first given confusing orders by his superior officer, Henry Clin-

ton, was eventually ordered to build a defensible deep-water port, which he began to do at Yorktown. 

Cornwallis's movements in Virginia were shadowed by a Continental Army force led by Gilbert du 

Motier, Marquis de Lafayette.  

When word of de Grasse's decision to engage the British navy at the Chesapeake Bay arrived in New 

York, the American and British armies began moving south toward Virginia, engaging in deception 

tactics to lead the British to believe a siege of New York was planned. De Grasse sailed from the 

West Indies and arrived at Chesapeake Bay at the end of August, bringing additional troops and cre-

ating a naval blockade of Yorktown. In the beginning of September, he defeated a British fleet led by 

Sir Thomas Graves, which was dispatched to relieve Cornwallis at the Battle of the Chesapeake. As a 

result of this victory, de Grasse blocked any reinforcement or escape by sea for Cornwallis and also 

disembarked the heavy siege guns required by the allied land forces. Washington and Rochambeau 

arrived at Yorktown on September 28, 1781. Washington moved the army closer to the British de-

fenses on September 29. The American and French army and naval forces had completely sur-

rounded Cornwallis.  

After initial preparations, the Americans and French built their first parallel and began the bombard-

ment. With the British defense weakened, on October 14, 1781, Washington sent two columns to at-

tack the last major remaining British outer defenses. A French column under Vicomte de Deux-Ponts 

took Redoubt No. 9 and an American column under Lieutenant Colonel Alexander Hamilton took Re-

doubt No. 10. With these defenses, the allies were able to finish their second parallel. With the 

Franco-American artillery closer and its bombardment more intense than ever, the British position be-

gan to deteriorate rapidly. Cornwallis asked for capitulation terms on October 17. After two days of 

negotiation, the surrender ceremony occurred on October 19; Cornwallis was absent from the cere-

mony. With the capture of more than 7,000 British soldiers, negotiations between the United States 

and Great Britain began, resulting in the Treaty of Paris of 1783.  

 
                                  An illustrated plan of the 
                                  Battle of Yorktown 
                                  drawn in 1875 
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