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COMMANDER ADJUTANT
COMPANION: Ronnie D. St. Clair COMPANION: Marlon RuizCHAPTER STAFF NOTES

NEXT SCV CHAPTER MTG: FEB 14th (HYB)

MEETINGS: (Formats: HYB “membership” & VCC “staff”)
EVENT: RM-4: SCV Chapter Regular Meeting - 12PM
ATTIRE: Guest - Casual / Members - MOWW Meeting Attire
PROGRAM: OY 2025 SCV Annual Valentines Day Program
AGENDA: “QTR-3 SCV Chapter Working Luncheon Activity”

NOTE: “Local Chapter staff meetings (SM) are programmed on a quarterly
(”QTR” every 3-month intervals on the 4th Saturday of the designated month)
and alternating chapter fellow companion regular hybrid/locale membership
meetings (”RM” on selected months without scheduled special events or staff
meetings on either the 1st or 2nd Saturday of the designated month).

CHAPTER COORDINATION CONTACT LISTING
COMMANDER

LTC Ronnie D. St. Clair, USA:   (915) 727-2779

ADJUTANT

LT COL Marlon Ruiz, USAF:   (520) 780-7107

TREASURER

Mrs. Adriana Ruiz, HPM:   (520) 784-4626

CHAPTER OUTREACH - EAST TUCSON / SIERRA VISTA

CW5 Karl S. McKensie, USA: (785) 320-1658

Submit comments to marlon.ruiz@earthlink.net or call (520) 780-7107 and leave a message

MONTHLY SCHEDULE BULLETIN BOARD

COMMANDER’S REPORT:
Welcome back companions. Hopefully everyone had a
wonderful Holiday Season and we are all ready to take on
our second half of the current MOWW OY 2025 season.
Looking at the Chapter Work Calendar, we have already “hit
the ground running” as they say – having already hosted our
second of two Massing of the Colors – Service of
Remembrance Ceremony event and our Region XIII Winter
Conference last month. In a few weeks we will enter one of
our busiest recruitment windows – the annual ROTC and
JROTC End-of-Academic-Year awards event planning and
support season. Let’s make the most of our current
recruitment achievement, as we try to reach an historic 300%
recruitment milestone.

TREASURER’S REPORT:
Happy belated New Year 2026 to everyone. Our current
Chapter financials third quarter  (QTR-3: JAN-FEB-MAR)
account fund balances are as follows. The chapter CHASE
bank account balance, as of the end of January shows us at
SAVINGS - $1,110.07 USDs / CHECKING - $544.01 USDs.
The Chapter AZYLC Program Fundraising Campaign US
Bank account balance is $3,888.87 USDs. Our Chapter has
received notification from HQ MOWW that it is eligible once
again for the annual Perpetual & Memorial Fund Distribution
Fund payout, to be scheduled in later March and early April
2026. These expected funds will stabilize our Chapter
funding through to the end of the current operating year.

ADJUTANT’S REPORT:
Welcome back and Happy New Year 2026. Our R-13
AZYLC nominee for National Youth Civic Summit Program
consideration will be coming due to national by the end of
this month. We have already begun receiving early end-of-
year (EOY) ROTC and JROTC program awards support
invites and requests. By next month we will begin sorting
out this years awards program event support schedule and
prepping for ROTC and JROTC awards medal package build
up and delivery through southern Arizona and the
neighboring supported states of Utah and central New
Mexico – so stay tuned for further updates. On the “tail end”
of the usual awards season, we will also be preparing for our
MOWW OY2025 annual closeout and usual reporting cycle
activities, as June approaches. Please keep your Chapter
leadership informed of any developments.

Jan 3rd – R-13: UAV  [M] VCC Mtg., Virtual, AZ - 9:30AM
Jan 5th – R-13: Jan (4) WOW [W] HYB Mtg., Virtual, AZ - 9:30AM
Jan 6th – MOWW: YLCPE [M] ADHOC, Virtual, AZ - 6:30PM
Jan 8th – MOWW: CAC [Q] VCC Mtg., Virtual, AZ - 1PM
Jan 10th – R-13: GELP Chapter [M] HYB Mtg., Virtual, AZ - 12PM
Jan 13th – R-13: AVMCF [M] HYB Mtg., Marana, AZ - 6PM
Jan 14th – R-13: TVAC [M] HYB Mtg., Tucson, AZ - 6PM
Jan 15th – R-13: ALOV Post 132 [M] Mtg., Oro Valley, AZ - 6:30PM
Jan 16th – R-13: SCV Chapter [A] MOC-2 Evt., Sahuarita, AZ - 10AM
Jan 17th – MOAA: CMC [M] Mtg., Saddlebrooke, AZ - 10:30AM
Jan 20th – MOWW: VAC [M] VCC Mtg., Virtual, AZ - 9AM
Jan 20th – R-13: MGM Chapter [M] HYB Mtg., Virtual, AZ - 4:30PM
Jan 23th – R-13: Winter Conference [A] VCC Mtg., Virtual, AZ - 5PM

texasbarebow55@yahoo.com

marlon.ruiz@earthlink.net

vivacali_adriana@hotmail.com

mckenzies03@gmail.com

broberson@sahuarita.net

CHAPTER OUTREACH - SAHUARITA / GREEN VALLEY

CDR Bradley Roberson, USN: (520) 625-3502 ext: 1538

CHAPTER OUTREACH - RIO RICO / NOGALES
LTC Ronnie D. St. Clair, USA:   (915) 727-2779

REGION XIII WEBSITE: https://www.mowwscv.com/
REGION XIII FB PAGE: https://www.Facebook.com/mowwscv/

MOWW WEBSITE:                                                       http://www.moww.org/

PRESS THE LINK BOX ON THE UPPER RIGHT CORNER TO GO TO THE ZOOM MEETING SESSION

MEETING
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mailto:rjozier@msn.com
mailto:texasbarebow55@yahoo.com
mailto:rjozier@msn.com
mailto:marlon.ruiz@earthlink.net
mailto:texasbarebow55@yahoo.com
mailto:texasbarebow55@yahoo.com
mailto:texasbarebow55@yahoo.com
mailto:vivacali_adriana@hotmail.com
mailto:vivacali_adriana@hotmail.com
mailto:vivacali_adriana@hotmail.com
mailto:vivacali_adriana@hotmail.com
mailto:vivacali_adriana@hotmail.com
mailto:vivacali_adriana@hotmail.com
mckenzies03@gmail.com
broberson@sahuarita.net
broberson@sahuarita.net
https://www.mowwscv.com/
https://www.Facebook.com/mowwscv/
http://www.moww.org/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83983694294?pwd=rWAu0bIcCuQUory6mDbcnLkijtrd3m.1
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83983694294?pwd=rWAu0bIcCuQUory6mDbcnLkijtrd3m.1


December 2025 - January 2026 Winter Edition 15 Volume 7

2

http://www.govexec.com/defense/http://www.defensenews.com/

COMMITTEE TOPIC NEWS

http://inhomelandsecurity.com/

https://amuedge.com/alumni-stories-serving-the-army-to-
educating-students/

https://amuedge.com/alumni-stories-protecting-and-shaping-
global-security/

https://amuedge.com/deepfake-technology-what-is-it-and-
how-does-it-function/

https://amuedge.com/our-legacy-project-sva-is-seeking-
veterans-for-interviews/

https://amuedge.com/ai-in-education-ais-impact-on-schools-
business-and-the-future/

https://amuedge.com/alumni-stories-protecting-the-
vulnerable-in-cybersecurity/

https://amuedge.com/human-trafficking-in-every-state-and-
in-every-community/

https://amuedge.com/critical-infrastructures-why-they-
urgently-need-protection/

https://amuedge.com/alumni-stories-supplying-emergency-
services-to-communities/

http://www.govexec.com/defense/2017/05/panetta-continues-pushing-pentagon-recruiting-reforms/137534/?oref=channeltopstory
http://www.govexec.com/defense/2017/05/us-military-sexual-assault-ranks-less-prevalent-and-better-reported/137522/?oref=channelriver-featured
http://www.govexec.com/defense/2017/05/ice-and-border-patrol-still-struggle-smugglers-southern-border/137498/?oref=channelriver-featured
http://www.defensenews.com/global/
https://www.defensenews.com/thought-leadership/
https://www.defensenews.com/video/
https://www.defensenews.com/global/
https://www.defensenews.com/congress/
https://www.defensenews.com/pentagon/
https://www.c4isrnet.com/?source=dfn-nav
https://www.fifthdomain.com/?source=dfn-nav
https://www.defensenews.com/space/
https://www.defensenews.com/naval/
https://www.defensenews.com/land/
https://www.defensenews.com/air/
https://www.defensenews.com/
JAGs are becoming federal prosecutors in Minneapolis. Experts warn it�s new territory - Government Executive
I �did not expect to be told to build a battleship,� Navy�s surface warfare director says - Government Executive
US spy agencies contributed to operation that captured Maduro - Government Executive
RIF watch: See which agencies are laying off federal workers - Government Executive
How federal employees can protect a spouse in retirement - Government Executive
When trust breaks down at the VA, veterans pay the price - Government Executive
Shutdown deal struck after failed Senate vote - Government Executive
Laid off HHS employees win judge approval to seek class action suit - Government Executive
90-Day Federal Retirement Countdown: Your Checklist - Government Executive
Pentagon preps to enforce ban on companies with �indirect� ties to China - Government Executive
Venezuela Coverage
DEFENSE NEWS WHITEPAPER | THE ONGOING EVOLUTION OF GROUND VEHICLES
Whitepaper | Post-quantum security for the next-generation battlespace
DEFENSE NEWS WHITEPAPER | HOW MODULAR SYSTEMS HELP ENSURE DEFENSE READINESS
US Air Force eyes improved comms with bombers after Midnight Hammer
Otokar moves to buy Romanian military-vehicles partner Automecanica
Turkey�s STM lays the keel of the first ship for the Portuguese navy
SWORD training platform key to US space superiority, program head says
Leonardo DRS cuts the ribbon on new submarine propulsion system plant in South Carolina
Rubio to warn of military action if Venezuela strays from US goals
Announcing the 2023 Federal 100 - FCW
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ACTIVITY ACCOLADES:

PROGRAM CONTACTS:

AJROTC Events – For an update on local Rio Rico HS Army JROTC
activities and information please contact LTC Arturo Roque, USA (ret.) at
aroque@scv35.org
Program Website https://sites.google.com/site/jrotcriorico/

09 JAN  NRA Youth Air Rifle 3 PAR 3X20 Competition, Rio Rico, AZ
16 JAN  MOWW SCV Chapteer MOC-2 Event, Sahuarita, AZ
23 JAN  RRHS Hawkeye Shootout 3x20 Competition, Rio Rico, AZ
24 JAN  Red Mountain HS Fitness Raider & Color Guard Comp., Rio Rico, AZ

NJROTC Events – For an update on local Sahuarita HS Navy JROTC
activities and information please contact Commander Bradley Roberson,
USN (ret.) at broberson@sahuarita.K12.az.us

16 JAN  CMP 3P State Marksmanship Match, Phoenix, AZ
16 JAN  MOWW Massing of the Colors, Sahuarita, AZ
18 JAN  Green Valley Band Concert, Sahuarita, AZ
23 JAN Rio Rico Marksmanship Match, Phoenix, AZ
30 JAN Color Guard  SHS Winter Assembly, Sahuarita, AZ
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NOTABLE PROGRAM ACTIVITIES

Contact the Santa Cruz Valley Chapter and your local
district youth leadership development organizations today
for a complete listing of scheduled activities in your local
community and surrounding areas.

Health & Public Safety

LEFT CLICK IMAGE TO VIEW INTERNET CONTENT

https://www.cdc.gov/

December 2025
S M T W T F S

1 2 3 4 5 6

7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16 17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24 25 26 27

28 29 30 31

WOW Weekly HYB

WOW Weekly HYB

WOW Weekly HYB

MARANA VC MTG
VAC VCC MTG

PCOY VCC MTG

ALOV POST 132

MGM CH HYB

 PVAHCS HYB

NCSC VCC MTG

WOW Weekly HYB

MOAA CMC MTG

UAV VCC MTG

RM-3: SCV CH HYB

GELP CH HYB

PHX CH MOC

CHRISTMAS EVE CHRISTMAS DAY

NEW YEAR’S EVE

WOW Weekly HYB AVMCF HYB TVAC HYB
CFWE Grant Awards
EXCOM VCC MTG

PHX CH HYB

SCOUT COH EVENT

WINTER SOLSTICE

January 2026
S M T W T F S

1 2 3

4 5 6 7 8 9 10

11 12 13 14 15 16 17

18 19 20 21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28 29 30 31

WOW [W] HYB

WOW [W] HYBMVC [M] MTG

VAC [M] VCC

NEW YEAR’S DAY

ALOV P-132 [M] MTG AVMCF [M] HYB NCSC [M] VCC

WOW [W] HYB

TOP-8 [Q] VCC

WOW [W] HYB

TVAC [M] VCC

CAC [Q] VCC

MOAA [M] MTG

UAV [M] VCC

GELP CH [M] HYB

R-13 CONF [A] VCC CS CH [M] HYB
PVAHCS [M] VCC

MLK, JR. DAY

MGM CH [M] HYB

YLCPE [M] VCC
WV CH [M] MTG

SCV CH [A] MOC

MVC [M] LUNCH

NYCSF [M] VCC
TOP-3 [P] VCC

YLCPE [M] VCC

THREE KINGS DAY

https://www.cdc.gov/disasters/hurricanes/
Preparing for a Winter Storm | Winter Weather | CDC
Measles Vaccination | Measles (Rubeola) | CDC
Young Drivers at Work | Motor Vehicle Safety at Work | CDC
Carbon Monoxide Poisoning Basics | Carbon Monoxide Poisoning | CDC
About Hand, Foot, and Mouth Disease | Hand, Foot, and Mouth Disease (HFMD) | CDC
Preventing Respiratory Illnesses | Respiratory Illnesses | CDC
Symptoms of COVID-19 | COVID-19 | CDC
https://www.bing.com/search?q=january+national+mentoring+month&form=WSBBST&cvid=17f6e9f78e444cd8b6ced2280077b275&cc=US&setlang=en-US&PC=DCTS&nclid=964DD16EE681FF1009B6BDED2F438722&ts=1769660578047
CDC Acts on Presidential Memorandum to Update Childhood Immunization Schedule | CDC Newsroom
Live It Up Super Greens supplement powders linked to new Salmonella outbreak | CDC Newsroom
United States Completes WHO Withdrawal | CDC Newsroom
New recall in Salmonella outbreak linked to dietary supplements containing moringa leaf powder | CDC Newsroom
CDC Surpasses 1 Million Voluntary Air Travel Participants in Biosurveillance Program | CDC Newsroom
mailto:aroque@scv35.org
mailto:aroque@scv35.org
https://sites.google.com/site/jrotcriorico/
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https://www.aacr.org/patients-caregivers/awareness-months/lung-cancer-awareness-month/
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CHAPLAIN’S CORNER

Micah 1:8

"He has told you, O mortal, what is good; and what does the
Lord require of you but to do justice, and to love kindness, and
to walk humbly with your God."

1 Corinthians 13:13

"And now faith, hope and love abide, these three: and the
greatest of these is love."

The gift of love we receive from God goes far beyond our
wildest dreams.  We can have wealth, friends, many
possessions, but if we don't have love in our hearts, love for
God and for fellow human beings, we have nothing.

It is like a big, black hole that can't be filled.  With faith and
hope, we can fill our hearts with the light of God's pure love.
And when we have love for one another, we may get a glimpse
of what heaven is like.  Love never ends!

Chaplain Jean

Our Chapter welcomes fellow MOWW companion HPM Gloria Jean Nelson, who has
transitioned over from the former Catalina Mountains Chapter in East Tucson. Jean
served three years as the chapter’s commander and chaplain. Jean has graciously
accepted to fill our Santa Cruz Valley Chapter (AZ-193) Chaplain position vacancy. In
anticipation of her welcoming, our Chapter Newsletter will now provide a dedicated
Chaplain’s Corner page segment in every monthly edition beginning with this edition.

\\\\\\\\...\Pdf 39.jpg



 Companion Birthday Celebrations

December Birthdays:
��Agnes E. Ballard, PM (remembered on the 25th)

��Thomas Brown, RM (celebrated on the 6th)

��Louis A. Chaboya, PM (celebrated on the 14th)

��Robert M. Easton, HPM (celebrated on the 19th)

��Kenneth O. Field, RM (celebrated on the 10th)

��Manuel F. Gatica, PM (celebrated on the 2nd)

��Scott C. Kadous, HPM (celebrated on the 11th)

��Scott P. Kellen, PM (celebrated on the 17th)

�  Katerine G. Knez-Phillips, HPM (remembered on the 16th)

��Andrew P. Meshel, PM (celebrated on the 4th)

��Robert R. Meier, PM (remembered on the 7th)

��Norman W. Richmond, PM (remembered on the 21st)

��Herman D. Schiller, PM (celebrated on the 16th)

��Charles A. Ulery, PM (remembered on the 12th)
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COMPANION CORNER

Companion Membership Anniversaries

January Anniversaries:
��Arnold V. Anderson, PM (39 years)  Simran Patil, PM (5 years)

��Dolores R. Bahti, HPM (23 years)   Dale V. Pederson, PM (45 years)

��Leo J. Boice, PM (41 years)    Marcus A. Peel, PM (43 years)

��Shannon D. Brown, PM (47 years)  D’Anne L. Pientka, HPM (26 years)

��Robert W. Dalrymple, PM (50 years)  Dolores R. Rivas, HPM (23 years)

��Jacquelynn R.W. Egan, HPM (13 years) Donald R. Schessler, PM (30 years)

��Charles E. Galloway, PM (23 years)  Herman D. Schiller, PM (37 years)

��Ralph D. Gibson, PM (48 years)   Irving D. Schneider, PM (40 years)

��Maurice J. Halper, PM (46 years)   K. W. Schoenwether, PM (60 years)

��Willie Jordan, RM (1 year)    Ronnie D. St. Clair, PM (9 years)

��Anthony L. Kadous, HPM (39 years)  William F. Stevens, PM (37 years)

��Calvin J. Kadous, PM (41 years)   David L. Swartz, PM (38 years)

��Scott C. Kadous, HPM (39 years) Patrick G. Timberlake, HPM (39 years)

��Thomas C. Kadous, PM (39 years)  George H. Walters, PM (41 years)

��Walter B. Kadous, HPM (39 years) Henry L. Woodson, PM (39 years)

��Alton L. McCormick, III, PM (34 years)

��John F. Newall, PM (47 years)

��Vern T. Pall, PM (32 years)

Companion Membership Anniversaries

December Anniversaries:
��Robert A. Anderson, PM (28 years)  Elizabeth J. Oxnam, PM (16 years)

��Ira W. Austin, PM (38 years)   Henry C. Perkins, HPM (57 years)

��Franklin Barrett, PM (45 years)   Gilbert Procter, PM (46 years)

��Thomas P. Bent, HPM (43 years)   Helen I. Rostonowski, PM (47 years)

��Christine M. Cataldo, HPM (27 years)  Kimberly A. Santo, HPM (35 years)

��William L. Cataldo, HPM (28 years)  Carl C. Sheets, PM (43 years)

��Hamilton R. Catlin, RM (44 years)  Donald W. Shepperd, PM (29 years)

��John T. Curtiss, Jr., RM (2 years)  Irene M. Stockder, PM (46 years)

��Clifford I. Franks, RM (6 years)   Rose V. Straley, PM (47 years)

��Russell M. Heller, PM (47 years)   Francisco J. Trejo, RM (6 years)

��Calvin J. Kadous, PM (40 years)   John M. Truesdell, PM (66 years)

��C. E. Kerwin, PM (46 years)   Madeline M. Ullom, PM (47 years)

��Vernon A. Langberg, PM (48 years)  Lu Helen Van Antwerp, HPM (35 years)

��Albert Leibovitz, PM (50 years)

��William M. McMahon, PM (41 years)

��Robert R. Meier, PM (21 years)

��William H. Montgomery, PM (40 years)

��Connaught O’Sullivan, PM (47 years)�

Companion Birthday Celebrations

January Birthdays:
��Barbara J. Cataldo, HPM (celebrated on the 11th)

��Jose Chacon-Quintero, RM (celebrated on the 9th)

��Theodore L. Cogut, PM (celebrated on the 3rd)

��Thomas J. Faires, PM (remembered on the 24th)

��Arnold J. Jabobsen, RM (celebrated on the 1st)

��Anthony L. Kadous, HPM (celebrated on the 15th)

��Thomas C. Kadous, PM (celebrated on the 15th)

��Alton L. McCormick, III, PM (celebrated on the 17th)

��Gloria J. Nelson, HPM (celebrated on the 18th)

��Bradley W. Roberson, RM (celebrated on the 4th)

��Anthony G. Sarah, HPM (celebrated on the 24th)

��Matthew R. Tank, PM (celebrated on the 1st)

��Kit K. Workman, RM (celebrated on the 27st)
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CHAPTER-IN-ACTION

R-13: UAV [M] VCC MTG - JAN 2026 R-13: WOW [W] HYB MTG - JAN 2026

Our Santa Cruz Valley (SCV) Chapter 193 hosted its second
annual Massing of the Colors - Service of Remembrance
Ceremonial event on Friday, the 16th. The event is co-hosted
with the town of Sahuarita Unified School District and the
Sahuarita High School Navy JROTC program. This annual
event helps usher in the Martin Luther King observance
weekend and is entirely planned and executed by the cadets -
as it provides practical real-world local community event
planning OJT and an opportunity to showcase the program.

R-13: SCV Chapter [A] MOC-2 Event - JAN 2026
The Military Officers Association of America local Catalina
Mountains Chapter in Saddlebrooke, AZ is also partnered with
our Santa Cruz Valley Chapter 193 seasonal community
support operations - as mutual support efforts strengthens both
Chapters on common activity and event planning projects
throughout our MOWW operational year schedule. It is also a
great source for recruitment and retention efforts throughout
the year and has become literally a mission outreach-centric
“force-multiplier” for both MOWW and MOAA operations.

R-13: MOAA CM Chapter [M] MTG - JAN 2026

Our MOWW Region XIII (R-13) southwestern annual Winter
Conference was hosted by our Santa Cruz Valley Chapter
193 via online ZOOM video conference call meeting format
on the evening of Friday, the 23rd of the month. All regional,
department and local chapter commanders, staff and
representatives participated; along with special invited guest
presenters CAPT Ed Gantt, USN (ret) - NYCS Program
Director, CWO4 David McQuistion, USN (ret) - YLCPE Ad
Hoc Committee Chair, along with CinC Lt Col David Worley.

R-13: WINTER CONFERENCE [A] VCC MTG - JAN 2026
The Santa Cruz Valley (SCV) Chapter 193 is an active
contributor in the development of the Youth Leadership,
Civics, Patriotic Education (YLCPE) Ad Hoc Committee. The
CinC mandated committee is currently exploring
improvements to our traditional MOWW Patriotic Education
engagement strategy and execution architecture and focuses
more curriculum emphasis on civics education and personal
character development - in addition to its 50/30/20
leadership/patriotism/entrepreneurship youth development.

MOWW: YLCPE [M] VCC MTG - JAN 2026

The Wings Over Wendy’s (WOW) non-profit organization is
our most broadest hybrid supported cross-state lines veterans
service organizational partnerships. WOW meets weekly
throughout the calendar year each Monday morning at 9:30
AM and supports a litany of local community support
activities. Based out of neighboring California, WOW
mission focus is on food / clothing drives, planned field trips
for elderly fellow veterans members and coordinating special
events. WOW represents veterans, community and charities.

The United Arizona Veterans (UAV) non-profit organization
is  our most expansive hybrid supported integral veteran and
civic-minded community “prime”  SCV Chapter Outreach
Program partnership. UAV meets monthly via online ZOOM
services on the first Saturday at 9:30 AM for 2 hours. UAV
provides timely updates from veterans services presentations
and updates, to local community and state local government
representative Q&A sessions. The Arizona Veterans Affairs
Healthcare System (SAVAHCS) is a monthly contributor.
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MONTHLY FEATURED ARTICLE

It’s 24,” I said, hating to admit it but he
had asked, and the truth was that that really
was my handicap.  I was just a bogey
golfer, but I played the game anyway,
really enjoying and believing, erroneously,
that I would get much better at it.  He
thought for a few seconds and then said,
“That’s about mine too,” though I sensed
his probably was better.  He was being nice.
We were at the Davis/Monthan Air Force
Base in Tucson,  waiting for our tee-off
times at the Air Force’s 50th anniversary
golf tournament.
     I first met him in the early 1950s, while
serving as a weather forecaster at Air
Defense Command’s Oscoda Air Force
Base in northern Michigan.  Ralph “Hoot”
Gibson was then a first lieutenant or
captain.  He had just returned from the
Korean War where he shot down five
Mig-15s and was the base celebrity, the
world’s third jet ace.  To me, he seemed to
be what we envisioned in a fighter pilot.
Fearless, and also giving close attention to
detail.
     Of course, as we chatted on the golf
course I reminded him of the Cadillac
convertible he used to drive around the
base, thinking that to buy a Cadillac
convertible he had to be uncommonly rich,
but he said that the city of Mt. Carmel,
Illinois, his hometown, had provided it to
him as a gift. No doubt, they were  proud
of his achievement. Back in Oscoda, in the

We welcome fellow Santa Cruz Valley Chapter - 193 companion CWO (RET) Theodore L. “Ted” Cogut, USA to our monthly
newsletter writing staff contributor team for the new year. Ted transferred his chapter membership affiliation over to our chapter
from the former Catalina Mountains Chapter which operated out of east Tucson until this past June 2022 when they ceased
operations. Ted was also a very active chapter newsletter article writer for the CM Chapter, contributing regularly to the “Ted’s
Page” monthly entry where he routinely provided very interesting and entertaining articles for that publication. With the addition
and 2023 launching of Ted’s Page to our monthly publication, we hope will further enhance our publication’s outreach among
our chapter readership and general public outreach appeal. As always, our staff welcomes every opportunity to continue to
deliver our MOWW award-winning publication and most importantly your inputs and feedback.

One of Our Own
early 50s, I briefed Gibson on theearly 50s, I
briefed Gibson on the weather for many of his
flights but the one that I remember most vividly
seemed to highlight his character.  It occurred
on the day he was to fly to Washington for some
commemorative event during which I assumed
he would climb into his F-86, land in
Washington, and be honored for his Korean War
service.

After describing the cloud conditions he
would encounter en route, I said he would surely
enjoy flying on that day as he’d be well above
the cloud buildups over the Alleghenies.  “I’m
not going to do the flying,” he said, “I’m going
commercial air.” Surprised that he would bother
to check on the weather when he was not
responsible for the flight, I then said:  “Not
having to do the driving, you’ll enjoy the flight
even more.”
     “Oh no,” he quickly replied, “they won’t let
you wear a parachute.”Gibson would continue
his illustrious career, becoming commander of
the Thunderbirds aerobatic team and would
retire as a colonel.  Greatly missed, he passed
on to Glory on January 2, 2009, a fellow
member of the Catalina Mountains MOWW
chapter. TLC



JANUARY IN HISTORY
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Is it typical for it to snow in Hawaii during most years?

For the answer to this riddle or question go online to http://www.geomidpoint.com/challenge.html

Geo Challenge Trivia

January 1
New Year's Day - The most celebrated holiday around the world.
January 1, 1502 - Portuguese explorers landed at Guanabara Bay on the coast of South America and named it Rio de Janeiro
(River of January). Rio de Janeiro is currently Brazil's second largest city.
January 1, 1660 - Samuel Pepys began his famous diary in which he chronicled life in London including the Great Plague of
1664-65 and the Great Fire of 1666.
January 1, 1776 - During the American Revolution, George Washington unveiled the Grand Union Flag, the first national
flag in America.
January 1, 1801 - Ireland was added to Great Britain by an Act of Union thus creating the United Kingdom of Great Britain
and Ireland.
January 1, 1863 - The Emancipation Proclamation by President Abraham Lincoln freed the slaves in the states rebelling
against the Union.
January 1, 1877 - Queen Victoria was proclaimed Empress of India.
January 1, 1892 - Ellis Island in New York Harbor opened. Over 20 million new arrivals to America were processed until its
closing in 1954.
January 1, 1901 - The Commonwealth of Australia was founded as six former British colonies became six states with Ed-
mund Barton as the first prime minister.
January 1, 1915 - During World War I, the British Battleship Formidable was hit by a torpedo in the English Channel, killing
547 crewmen.
January 1, 1942 - Twenty six countries signed the Declaration of the United Nations, in Washington, D.C., reaffirming their
opposition to the Axis powers and confirming that no single nation would make a separate peace.
January 1, 1958 - The EEC (European Economic Community) known as the Common Market was formed by Belgium,
France, West Germany, Italy, Luxembourg and The Netherlands in order to remove trade barriers and coordinate trade poli-
cies.
January 1, 1959 - Fidel Castro seized power in Cuba after leading a revolution that drove out Dictator Fulgencio Batista. Cas-
tro then established a Communist dictatorship.
January 1, 1973 - Britain, Ireland and Denmark became members of the Common Market (EEC).
January 1, 1975 - During the Watergate scandal, former top aides to President Nixon including former Attorney General John
Mitchell, Domestic Affairs Advisor John Ehrlichman and Chief of Staff H.R. Haldeman, were found guilty of obstruction of
justice.
January 1, 1979 - China and the U.S. established diplomatic relations, 30 years after the foundation of the People's Republic.
January 1, 1993 - Czechoslovakia broke into separate Czech and Slovak republics.
January 1, 1999 - Eleven European nations began using a new single European currency, the Euro, for electronic financial
and business transactions. Participating countries included; Austria, Belgium, Finland, France, Germany, Ireland, Italy, Lux-
embourg, Netherlands, Portugal and Spain.
Birthday - American Patriot Paul Revere (1735-1818) was born in Boston, Massachusetts. Best known for his ride on the
night of April 18, 1775, warning Americans of British plans to raid Lexington and Concord.
Birthday - Betsy Ross (1752-1836) was born in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. She was a seamstress credited with helping to
originate and sew the Stars and Stripes flag of America in 1776.
January 2
January 2, 1905 - The Russians surrendered to the Japanese after the Battle of Port Arthur during the Russian-Japanese War.
A peace conference was later held in Portsmouth, New Hampshire, with President Theodore Roosevelt serving as a mediator.

http://www.geomidpoint.com/challenge.html
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FEATURED MOWW EVENT

Our Chapter needs your help and involvement today! Consider taking a more active roll in
your Chapter activities by donating, sponsoring, mentoring, and volunteering your time
and services today. There is a standing invitation to each and every Chapter member every
month to attend local Chapter meetings, luncheons and/or event gatherings. Help your
Chapter companions keep the vision and ideal of helping others alive by showing your
pride, solidarity and support for what you and the MOWW stand for in your community.
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MOWW MEMBERSHIP


