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The Preamble

To cherish the memories and associations of the
World Wars waged for humanity;

To inculcate and stimulate love of our Country and the
Flag;

To promote and further patriotic education in our na-
tion;

Ever to maintain law and order, and to defend the
honor, integrity and supremacy of our National Gov-
ernment and the Constitution of the United States;

To foster fraternal relations among all branches of the
armed forces;

To promote the cultivation of Military, Naval and Air
Science and the adoption of a consistent and suitable
policy of national security for the United States of
America;

To acquire and preserve records of individual services;

To encourage and assist in the holding of commemo-
rations and the establishment of Memorials of the
World Wars;

And to transmit all these ideals to posterity; under
God and for our Country, we unite to establish

THE MILITARY ORDER
OF THE WORLD WARS.
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Chris Schmidt
Commander

Our May 10" meeting was held at Kimbles
Kitchen. Linda Carter, SSG USA (Fmr), and Dr.
Joseph Kaufman, CDR USN (Fmr), were wel-
comed into our ranks. Several members re-
ceived well-deserved recognition for their contri-
butions to the order during the past year. New
officers were installed. There was no program.

We have much to be proud of during the past
year: Our enthusiastic involvement in the Purple
Star Program, holding one of the nation’s best
MOC’s, and tireless support of the ROTC and
JROTC awards programs. For a small chapter,
our members have outstanding participation. In
addition, the programs presented at our monthly
meetings have been excellent.

The national MOWW meeting will be held in
Tucson, August 5-10. This is an excellent op-
portunity to attend a national meeting close to
home. Anyone interested in attending is encour-
aged to do so.

Our next meeting will be the Saturday, October
11th. The location remains to be determined, as
Kimbles Kitchen at Sun Valley will be closing.

Breakfast Meeting
An in-person meeting is planned for
October 11th, 2025 at 0930 to 1130 TBD.
Guest Speaker: TBD




Chris Schmidt, Commander 2025-2026

Email: chris.w.schmidt@comcast.net or call at
217-714-1421

Commander’s Announcements/Emphasis

Our Commander in Chief’s, LtCol David Worley,
USAF (Ret), annual CINC solicitation to support
MOWW's patriotic and educational activities is
still in full swing. This year’s goal is $100,000.
The solicitation will continue until June 2025.

Guest speakers for October and beyond —
We need to identify speakers you would

like to join us for our monthly breakfast meet-
ing(s), that you might meet. Please let

Linda Howry know personally or at linda-
howry@aol.com.

Memorial Day Ceremony at Sunland Ceme-
tery: May 26, 2005 — Program starts at 9:00
a.m. Chris will represent our Chapter. All are in-
vited to attend. BG David Ciesielski, Retired is
the guest speaker.

America 250: 5 July 2025 to 4 July 2026
National Youth Civics Summit Conference: July
25 in Washington, DC.

MOWW National Convention on August 5-10
2025 in Tucson, AZ at the Desert Diamond Ca-
sino. The Chapters in Tucson are asking at-
tendees and their spouses for pre-convention
activities, they would like for entertainment, like
golfing, shopping, etc. I encourage you all to at-
tend to see the workings of MOWW, and it is not
a long drive.

Surgeon’s Note
By Chris W. Schmidt, MD

Passing the Baton

After two years as your Chapter Surgeon, | am
passing the baton to the capable hands of Jo-
seph Kaufman, M.D. Joe served for ten years in
the United States Navy Medical Corps, attaining
the rank of Commander. He then enjoyed a
distinguished career in civilian practice as a car-
diologist in Las Vegas, NV.

Joe was inducted as a Companion at our May
meeting and immediately volunteered to serve
as Chapter Surgeon. The MOWW motto is “It is
nobler to serve than to be served”. Certainly,
Joe is an excellent example of our commitment
to service.

| appreciate the support our chapter has given
me during my term. Your many kind comments
have meant a great deal to me. It is comforting
to transfer the post to Joe, as | know he will do
an outstanding job.

MOWW Chapter Leadership —

2024-5

Commander: Mel Howry

Senior Vice: Chris Schmidt

Junior Vice: Randy Meyer

Treasurer: Buz Isban

Marshal: Ken Blanchard

Surgeon: Chris Schmidt

Chaplain: Tom Troxell

Bulletin Editor: Carlton Bjerkaas (Acting)
Web Master: Ken Coffman

Recruitment Committee: Ann Garnett and
Linda Howry

Historian: Ken Coffman

AZYLC Member at Large: Linda Howry
MOC: Ken Coffman

Essay Contest: Fred Garnett

Immediate Past Commander: Linda
Howry
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We inducted two new members: Dr. Joseph
Kaufman, CDR, USN (Fmr) and Linda Carter,
SSG USA (Fmr). Chris Schmidt, Senior Vice
Commander, was the inducting officer.

As most of you have experienced, the highlight
of any year is the recognition of those who con-
tributed to the success of any organization with
which you have had the opportunity to partici-
pate.

|
=

Ken Coffman was the recipient of the Outstand-
ing Service Award for his efforts in three areas:
coordinating the Massing of the Colors; the re-
design and implementation of an improved
Chapter website; and, his efforts to research our
chapters history, gather artifacts, and post them
on our website.

We installed the Officers for 2025-2026: Com-
mander - Chris Schmidt, Junior Vice - Randy
Meyer, Adjutant - Melvin Howry, Treasurer - Buz
Isban, Marshall - Ken Blanchard, Chaplain -
Thomas Troxell, Historian, Web Master, and

May 2025 Page 3



MOC - Ken Coffman, and Recruitment Commit-
tee: Ann Garnett and Linda Howry.

i

Jerry Wojtas past Commander did the installa-
tion honors.

Chris Schmidt takes the oath of office as the
chapter's new Commander.

Buz Isban
Treasurer

Financial Report
As of 18 May 2025

General Fund $10,758.30
Petty Cash $50.00
TOTAL $10,808.30
Patriotic Savings

Account $3,026.15
Endowment Fund $16,627.71
GRAND TOTAL $30,462.16

By Ken Blanchard

Our chapter member, Jim Dowler, introduced us to
the Purple Star School Program in November 2024.

The Purple Star School Program is a national pro-
gram to help military dependent children adjust to
their new environment. The children typically transfer
to many schools during their parent’s career, and of-
ten times it is difficult for them to adjust.

Our team is there to work with the administrators at
Luke Elementary School, our Purple Star School.
The school suggested the events that we could par-
ticipate in for the year.

This past year, we were in their Veterans Day pro-
gram, the American Flag Folding and instruction pro-
gram, and the presentation by WWII veteran George
Cross speaking to the 6™, 7", and 8" graders. We
also helped them judge the Classroom Door decorat-
ing contest with the theme “Purple Up”.

Our final event for the year was the “Missing Man
Table” for their Memorial Day. This was followed by
MOWW Chapter 131 furnishing the 251 dependent
children a Pizza lunch.
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Our MOWW Volunteers enjoyed the time we spent
with the kids, and we look forward to the events for
the Luke elementary next year.

Galaxy A42 56

Flag Folding Event.

The Base commander addressing the students be-
fore they enjoy their pizza lunch.

World War |l veteran, George Cross, talking to the
students about service.

Principal Kara presents remarks to the students.
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Galaxy A42 5G

Decorated classroom door.

Happy Birthdays - May

6-May Terry Tassin

7-May Melvin Howry

15-May John Lewis

18-May Robert Branton

23-May Jerry Wojtas

30-May Donna Dudley
Happy Anniversaries -May

30 Years Tom McClain

17 Years John Lewis
FutureEvents

TBD July 2025 — AZYLC Summer Conference
5-10 August 2025 — National Convention

11 October 2025 — Chapter Meeting

8 November 2025 — Chapter Meeting

13 December 2025 — Chapter Meeting

The MOWW Foundation, in partnership with
Military Order of the World Wars, will hold
the second annual National Youth Civics Sum-
mit (NYCS) from July 13-19, 2025 on the

campus of American University in Washing-
ton, DC.

The National Youth Civics Summit (NYCS) is
a non-partisan event that aims to enhance
the civic education of high school students
from across the country by providing them
with firsthand experiences in and around
the Washington, DC area, with a focus on
government, history, and the responsibili-
ties of citizenship. The NYCS is offered at no
cost to its attendees.

Throughout the NYCS, students will engage
directly with political leaders, experience
Capitol Hill, participate in simulated activi-
ties, and explore institutions like the Su-
preme Court, Pentagon, State Department,
and significant historical sites. The 2025
NYCS will bring together 20 students from
across the country.

The application to attend the 2025 Na-
tional Youth Civics Summit will be availa-
ble soon. Please check this page for up-

dates: National Youth Civics Summit - Military
Order of the World Wars

':.;-::..'f?p
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2024 Inaugural National Youth Civics Summit
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May is Military Appreciation Month, which
honors active duty, guard and reserve members,
and veteran service members. It was chosen be-
cause there are many individual days in the
month to denote the country’s military achieve-
ments, such as Loyalty Day, Victory in Europe
(VE) Day, and Children of Fallen Patriots Day.
The U.S. Congress designated May as National
Military Appreciation Month in 1999 to generate
more public support for the sacrifices of service
members and spouses.

Coming Soon
MOWW National Convention
5-10 August 2025
Tucson, AZ

The deadline for submission of articles for the
October 2025 Bulletin is the 16" of October.

Email articles to carltonbjerkaas@gmail.com

SPECIAL FEATURE
What 'D-Day' Actually Stands For
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SPECIAL FEATURE

Memorial Day:The Forgotten History of America’s Memorial Day and What It
Commemorates

Memorial Day is more than just the
“unofficial start of summer.” It was originally
a celebration of the lives sacrificed on both
sides during the War Between the States.
Not an official federal holiday until 1971,
the history of Memorial Day is one of
controversy. This guide traces the origins of

this American day dedicated to MEMOR'AL DAY

remembering and honoring those who gave W ) M R W3 Mt R,
the ultimate sacrifice. THE FORGOTTEN HISTORY OF AMERICA'S
MEMORIAL DAY & WHAT IT COMMEMORATES

Early Celebrations: Annual Decoration
Days

While the day was eventually codified as a
Civil War-centric holiday, people had laid flowers on the graves of fallen soldiers for decades before
there was such a thing as Memorial Day, or “Decoration Day” as it is sometimes called. Annual
decoration days were most common in the American South. Because the American South was more
rural and agrarian based, it was not uncommon to have a family cemetery. It was here that families
would gather for picnics and grave decorations.

The early celebrations were not about remembering the fallen from the war. They were effectively
extended family reunions, a sort of folk ancestor worship specifically developed out of the folkways of
the American South. A religious service typically accompanied the meal.

A Richmond Times-Dispatch article from 1906 documents a June 3, 1861, Warrenton, Virginia,
celebration as the first time a Civil War veteran’s grave was decorated. In 1862, there is another
recorded example of an early Civil War grave decoration which occurred in Savannah, Georgia. In
1863, there was a decoration of soldiers’ graves in Gettysburg.

Decoration of graves became widespread after Abraham Lincoln’s assassination in 1865. There
were, at this point, over 600,000 American soldiers in the ground. This gave what was a previously
existing informal ritual a new significance. It was this year that the federal government began making
a national cemetery for the Union war dead. Despite this, the celebrations were primarily a Southern
thing.

How Memorial Day Became “Official”

In 1966, President Lyndon Baines Johnson declared there to be an “official” first celebration of
Memorial Day. The resolution stated that the first Memorial Day was in 1866, in Waterloo, New York,
celebrated at the behest of druggist Henry C. Welles and county clerk John B. Murray. This “official”
foundation story of Memorial Day has largely been discredited as a myth. 25 towns currently claim to
be the birthplace of Memorial Day.
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More attested to as the first Memorial Day celebration in the North is the May 5, 1868, proclamation
by General John A. Logan calling for a nationwide “Decoration Day.” He simply adopted the
previously existing ceremonies of the American South and transplanted them to the Northern States.
The first Memorial Day celebrated in the North took place on May 30, 1868. It is said that the date
was chosen because it did not align with any particular battle, thus neither side could be seen as
engaging in triumphalism.

The new holiday spread like wildfire throughout the Northern states. In the first year of the official
Memorial Day, 27 states observed ceremonies in 127 cemeteries. This ballooned to 336 cemeteries
by the next year. In 1871, Michigan became the first state after the original 27 to make it an official
holiday. By 1890, it was an official holiday in every Northern state. The popularity of the holiday led to
the reinterment of almost 300,000 Northern war dead in national cemeteries.

A new American mythology arose because of the celebration of this new holiday. For example,
German and Irish Americans who had participated in the war were considered to be “Americans by
blood” due to their sacrifice. There were honest and open discussions of wartime atrocities. The
purpose of these discussions was to provide context for the war and what was gained as well as what
was lost, not merely sulking around in unpleasant memories.

Ceremonies and Celebrations of Memorial Day

In the 1880s, the ceremonies became much more standardized. This is largely due to the efforts of
the Grand Army of the Republic, a veterans organization for Union soldiers. Pamphlets with rituals,
Bible verses and poems were distributed to local post commanders. Many of these were the “go to”
ceremonies for Memorial Day, at least in the Northern states.

The Southern states, of course, had a slightly different take on the dead of the Civil War and how best
to honor them. Their ceremonies tended to be simpler, more somber, less celebratory and honored
both the Union and Confederate dead.

In the South, it was women who took the lead with Memorial Day celebration. The Ladies Memorial
Association made it their charge to ensure that Confederate memorials were kept up and decorated
on Memorial Day. Out of this grew the Daughters of the Confederacy, an organization whose
numbers quickly grew from 17,000 in 1900 to almost 100,000 by the start of the First World War.
1868 was the first documented case of Southrons attempting to add “Confederate” to the beginning of
the name of the day. By 1890, the American nationalist elements were firmly in the saddle, even in
former Confederate states.

While many will complain that Memorial Day is not a day for barbecuing and drinking beer, this
observation goes back to at least 1913. The Grand Army of the Republic opposed a Memorial Day
race in the year 1911. However, they were increasingly elderly and had less power than they had
even 20 years prior. Ironically, the race the GAR opposed is one of the biggest Memorial Day
traditions still going -- the Indianapolis 500.

In 1950, Congress passed a resolution calling on the nation to observe Memorial Day as a day of
prayer for perpetual peace. In 1971, it finally became an official federal holiday. In 2000, President Bill
Clinton codified the 3 p.m. observance time that had already been a popular time for remembering
our war dead. The President requests that flags on government property be flown at half mast until
noon, however this is not legally mandated. Some Southern states still celebrate a day specifically
dedicated to remembering the Confederate war dead, but this does not fall on the same day as
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Memorial Day — in the case of Texas’ “Heroes Day,” it falls several months away from Memorial Day
in January.

More to the point of the holiday’s origins, there is a remembrance every year at 3 p.m. local time. If
you’re looking to honor the nation’s veterans, look into whatever local celebrations might be available
to you.

Written by
Sam Jacobs

Acknowledgement: You're free to republish or share any of our articles (either in part or in full), which
are licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International License. Our only requirement is
that you give Ammo.com appropriate credit by linking to the original article. Spread the word;
knowledge is power!

Link: Memorial Day: The Forgotten History of America’s Memorial Day and What It Commemorates
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