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COMMANDER’S LOG 
In Memorial
In the afternoon of Thursday July 7th, HPM Vernon V. Haywood Jr. suddenly left this world to join his father COL Vernon V. Haywood USAF, one of the original Tuskegee airmen.  As Vernon Jr. was growing up, he met and hear stories from his father’s fellow airmen when they would stop and visit his father who continued to serve a full career as one of the few African-Americans in the U.S. military.  As the speaker in this chapter’s May, 2016 meeting, Vernon Jr. told the story of how his father and others became the nonwhite combat fighter unit in the military.

In 2015, I met Vern while working on a construction project at LANL.  While talking with him, I learned about his father.  When informed about MOWW, he decided to become a perpetual member.  He became active in the chapter first as junior vice commander and then senior vice commander,  When the chapter’s adjutant was seriously injured in a car accident and then moved to Florida to be with family, Vern also accepted the position as adjutant.  When the junior vice commander who had printing the many certificates the chapter awards became serious ill and then passed, Vern took over printing the certificates.  For all his work, Vernon Haywood Jr. was presented a MOWW National Citation at last month’s chapter meeting.  He was a great person, a valuable helper to this commander and a wonderful asset to the chapter.  He will be greatly missed.

  THIS MONTH’S EVENTS 

This month’s speaker will be John Hopkins LANL Associate Director (Ret),  

 The History of the Nuclear Weapons Program – A Los Alamos View

The History of the Nuclear Weapons Program will briefly cover the highlights, decade by decade, starting in the 1930s and ending in the 2000s. The most significant features of each decade will be discussed.  The program evolved over time because of technical developments and
because of U.S. defense policy issues.  The focus will mainly be on the first few decades because that was a time of great change. Some comments will be made about the most important foreign nuclear weapons developments.  
MEETING DETAILS

This month’s meeting will be on Tuesday June 21st.  It will be held in the 2nd floor meeting room in the American Legion Post building at 1325 Trinity Drive, behind the Muy Salsas restaurant and Saint Job of Pochaivi Orthodox Church. 
The meeting will begin with a social period at 6:00 PM followed by a brief business meeting and dinner at 6:25 PM.  The presentation will begin at about 7:15 PM. The Military Order of the World Wars meetings are open to interested citizens. Dinner is available from Senor Tortas restaurant on the 1st floor
Because of the ongoing COVID situation, the meeting will be a hybrid session including Zoom.  Zoom will start at about 6:25 pm.  Zoom details will be in the reminder email on the Sunday before the meeting.
LAST MONTH: SPEAKER         
Last month, Alan Carr continued his presentation on Clouds Over Kokura: The Atomic Strike Against Nagasaki and the End of World War II.

He started by referring to a book “The Second Bomb” by Mark Makala to be published.  The book contains interviews with most of the crew members of Bockscar, although the interviews were done decades later after the war.  There is also a recording of a lecture at LASL in 2004 by Weaponeer Navy Commander Frederick Ashworth available.
After dropping its bomb, Bockscar only had enough fuel to continue on to Okinawa.  The plane carried a number of different colored flare to indicate what type of emergency the plane had.  They fired all the flares. The plane came in hot.  After refueling, the plane and crew returned to Tinian.

Aboard the aircraft, there was confusion as to who was in charge.  Was it the pilot Major Sweeney or was it the weaponeer Navy Commander Ashworth?  Post mission Sweeney got the blame and was considered indecisive.  The hero was the bombardier Captain Kermit Beahan even though they did not bomb the intended city or intended target.  He was the hero because he saw the hole in the clouds that allowed the bomb to be dropped under the required visual rules.  The bomb was dropped over the industrial valley instead of the intended target of the city center.  The yield of Fat Man was 21 kilotons which is larger than the 16 kiloton yield of the bomb over Hiroshima.  

What happened on the ground?  Nearly 40,000 died from this blast.  This is much smaller than the Hiroshima death toll because this bomb was detonated over an industrial valley.  No one was vaporized in the atomic strikes because the blasts did not have enough energy.  Most of those who died suffered multiple life ending injuries.  Burns and blast including flying debris caused a vast majority of the deaths.  The cause of fatalities included smoke, fire, and building collapse.  

Few died from radiation dose because burns killed much faster.  There was a very small but detectable increase in solid cancers among survivors (0.35%) of the total fatalities.  Dick Malenfant did a dose reconstruction for the bombs. These calculations are difficult to do because there were no direct measurements.  The results are based on doses at Hiroshima over the last forty years.  Is that a reasonable assumption or are there other causes.
Photos , mostly by American teams were used to evaluate the damage.  An example is a plaid dress.  The dark areas absorbed heat and caused burns while the light areas reflected the light did not cause burns.  These weapons produce massive amounts of light.  An object such as a man will block the light causing a shadow while the area around the shadow is bleached.  See the John Hershey article in the New Yorker for more details about the bomb’s effects especially on the people of Hiroshima, 
Because the bomb was detonated at about 1800 feet, the fireball did not contact the ground and therefore fallout was minimized.  The Trinity test took place on a 100-foot-tall tower, and the fireball came in contact with the ground.

What else was happening?  A letter from Project Y physicists Luis Alvarez, Phillip Morrison and Robert Serber was prepared for a Japanese colleague Professor Ryokichi Sagane and was dropped by air during the mission, but wasn’t delivered to Sagane until weeks later.  The letter stated that within the space of three weeks, the Americans had proof-fired one bomb in the desert, exploded one in Hiroshima, and fired the third that morning.  They went on to say they deplore the use to which a beautiful discovery has been put.  However they can assure him that unless Japan surrenders at once, this rain of atomic bombs will increase manyfold in fury.  The letter was put in a blast gauge cannister that was dropped over Nagasaki.  These cannisters would record the bomb flash instantly and sound and blast seconds later and transmit the information to a circling plane overhead.
Japan had lost the war with the attack on Pearl Harbor.  Many Japanese felt backed into a corner with oil and steel blocked by the Allies after Japanese attacks on China and Korea.  They felt that after the attack, the U.S. would make an agreement and Japan would get the Pacific as its sphere of influence.  They had no plan to follow up and had no path forward.  General Anami on the War Council downplayed the nuclear weapons.  On the night of August 9th, he had already planned to die in the fighting.  The bombs were on the minds of the military and civilian leaders.  Some had decided to take the nation to death.  

There were informal peace feelers long before the atomic bombs.  The Japanese government was divided with the more dominant Army hardliners versus the “peace party.  Both groups wanted peace, but only on terms they considered acceptable.  Gradually, the Japanese government came to accept the novel nature of atomic bombs. The Army leaders tried to trivialize nuclear weapons. Although they were divided, any decision had to be approved by the Emperor.  
Early in the morning of August 10th, the Emperor addressed the War Council.  With tears in his eyes, he said that they would lose everything if the war continued.  Japan’s first offer demanded a guarantee of the Emperor’s sovereignty.  There were no guarantees and an armistice was declared on August 14th.  The U.S. response was that the Japanese government would be subject to the U.S. Supreme Commander and it included a list of terms for the Emperor to do.  After several days, the Japanese finally agreed to an unconditional surrender.  Because the Emperor had been considered as a god, he was still respected.  
The armistice was the joint product of many largely unquantifiable variables.  This included battlefield defeats, conventional bombing, a withering blockade, the onset of famine, the Soviet entry into the war, a palace coup, etc.  This fact is made clear in multiple documents produced in the closing days of the war.  A TOP SECRET memo for President Truman said the Japanese official group in Switzerland is extremely angry at the USSR because the USSR knew by mid-July the Japanese were willing to negotiate a surrender and used this information to its own advantage.  The group believes that the atomic bomb and not the USSR entry into the Pacific War caused the Japanese offer to surrender.  A radio broadcast of a recording made by the Emperor in which he said that the government would surrender with honor. The war officially ended on 2 September when Japanese emissaries signed the instruments of surrender aboard the USS Missouri in Tokyo bay.  The surrender was unconditional.
What was the plan for bomb 3?  On July 25th, General Spaatz was ordered to deliver the first special bomb after August 3rd.  This was to allow the Japanese one week to respond to the Potsdam Declaration.  He was also directed to deliver more bombs as soon as they are ready.  After the bombing of Nagasaki, additional weapons could not be used without the express authority of President Truman.  The next bomb would be ready for combat about August 17th or 18th with many more to follow in the following months.
Not every B-29 in the group could be used to drop the bombs.  They were specially modified to deliver one type of bomb, either Fat Man or Little Boy.  The Great Artiste was modified to be a diagnostic plane.

A bonus from the use of the bombs is what did Stalin think.  The bombs were used to bring the war to a quick end.  Stalin had helped Germany to rearm and murdered many of his own officers.  He had invaded Poland and permanently annexed part of it, invaded Finland and annexed strategic parts of it, forcefully annexed part of Romania, and had forcefully annexed Latvia, Lithuania, and Estonia.  After the fall of Germany, he had dreamed of the expansion of the socialist revolution throughout all of Europe.  Now that dream was shattered.

The atomic bombings will forever be controversial because so many variables are subjective.  It has been postulated that nuclear weapons gave the Japanese military an excuse to stop fighting.  As for the Nagasaki mission, feuding among the participants continued for decades.  For example, Tibbets was very unhappy with Sweeney because of all the problems with that mission.
However, the mission was a success and had worked as planned.  They used the bomb as ordered.  General Groves said “I have never believed in Monday morning quarterbacking when you have won the game and the season is over”.
In Los alamos, Harold gets the last word.  Harold Agnew was a member of the scientific party on Tinian, and observer of the Hiroshima bombing, third director of the Laboratory, and a friend of Alan.  In his presentation at the 40th Anniversary of the Laboratory, Harold related a story of when he was at NATO and talking with the NATO air defense general who was British.  He requested Harold stay in the office when the deputy who was German came in.  After some chitchat, the deputy knocked on his wooden leg and remarked that he lost his leg in the Battle of Britain.  The British general replied “You bloody well deserved it”.  After laughter, Harold continued “That’s the way I felt ever since.  From Pearl Harbor, Bataan, Nanking, all the atrocities that took place, all the grief we suffered, I just felt they bloody well deserved it.”
LAHS NJROTC news
Welcome back to another installation to the monthly NJROTC newsletter. This month will be talking about Basic Leadership Training and Basic Leadership Academy. Between late June and early July, the Los Alamos NJROTC program has sent cadets to participate in Basic Leadership Training and Basic Leadership Academy. The main role of these leadership programs is to teach these individuals the importance of leadership and its many benefits. The programs also promote both physical and academic achievement as well. These programs run for only a couple of days, but they will teach efficient strategies to employ new levels of leadership. Whether that be through collaboration activities or individual challenges. After these programs are finished cadets will be able to use these skills they have learned throughout their lives and within any career choice. Other than these events we are currently planning for the upcoming academic school year. 
C/ENS Miranda Lopez
CHAPTER ELECTIONS 

Last month, chapter elections were held.  The following were elected: LTC Gregg Giesler as commander, HPM Vernon Haywood Jr. as adjutant, and Maj Robert Hull as treasurer.  If you have any questions, please contact chapter commander LTC Gregg Giesler.
AWARDS
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Chapter Commander Gregg Giesler presenting Senior Vice Commander and Adjutant a National Citation for his outstanding work in these roles in the last year.

FOR THE GOOD OF THE CHAPTER  
The following is an email I received about the national convention.
SEE YOU AT THE MOWW 2022 CONVENTION

Co-Chairs:
Jim Haney, Major, USMC (Ret)
Region VI Commander
&
David McCuistion, CWO4, USN (Ret)
NE FL Chapter (Host) Commander

The MOWW Web site and March-April 2022 Officer Review have introduced you to how our 2-7 August 2022 Convention has shaped up. From our perspective, the traditional annual meeting is shaping up to be everything but conventional. 
- The Convention registration fee goes up after 1 July 2022. 

- The $109.00 room rate at the Southbank Riverwalk Jacksonville Marriott ends on 4 July 2022. 

This year's event will have the theme of "PRESERVING THE PAST WHILE EMBRACING THE FUTURE," which means there will be extremely informative discussions of how The Order can remain highly relevant going into its second century, demonstrate how the chapters are continuing to serve (Awards Luncheon) and tours & events that create a vacation-like atmosphere. The highlight or star event will be a St Augustine Tour! We hope to see you there to enjoy the camaraderie, fellowship and fun. We will have resources, suggestions, the annual business session, awards presentations, elections/installation of Order leadership, and more. The Friday night Jumbo Shrimp (AAA) baseball game & buffet provides an opportunity to wear your “Remember Everyone Deployed (R.E.D.)” shirt and demonstrate to the Jacksonville community that Companions intend to continue to serve. The conclusion of the Convention will be the CINC Banquet with The Order leadership induction for the next year, and Distinguished Service Award and Pershing Chapter Award presentations.

Yes, Jacksonville - what a great venue and the Committee with The Order leadership support has come up with fun tours & events to do around information/business sessions. You will love the Southbank Jacksonville Riverwalk Marriott - Everything you need is right there at the hotel or short walking distance. Check out the convention center layout below - it’s all right there and right next to the hotel lobby and cafe. No walking forever to get to the next event.

The near-by Chart House Restaurant for dinner is extremely convenient as are other dining options. There are lots of choices and you can exit the hotel property and be within a couple blocks to several kinds of cuisine you may desire.

Your support is needed to make this a fantastic week. Please register for this event today. If you have any questions regarding this convention, please email us at jhhaney1@gmail.com or Davidmcc44@outlook.com. Thank you for supporting this Convention in advance.

VISIT MOWW.ORG & SELECT “CONVENTION” FOR MORE DETAILS. 

Jim Haney, 813.220.8758 iPhone (voicemail) or jhhaney1@gmail.com. 

 NATIONAL OFFICERS

· COMMANDER IN CHIEF 
LTC Michael A. Okin M.D. USA (Ret)
maokin1953@gmail.com
· VICE COMMANDER IN CHIEF
Lt Col Marlon Ruiz, USAF (Ret)
ruizmarlon08@gmail.com
· REGION XIII COMMANDER
LTC Patrick C. Stolze, USA (Ret)

pstolze40@gmail.com 
website www.MOWWSCV.com

 NATIONAL STAFF

· CHIEF OF STAFF & COO
Col Michael Farrell, USMC (Ret) | chiefofstaff@moww.org
· DIRECT OF FINANCE
 finance@moww.org
· MANAGER, MEMBERSHIP PROGRAMS (including dues payments)
HPM Justin Hiller | membership@moww.org 
· MANAGER, MOWW STORE
Mrs. Sunny Alley | merchandise@moww.org 

Website www.moww.org
 MG MILES CHAPTER OFFICERS

Commander


LTC Gregg Giesler USA (Ret)
    
Home: 505-662-5574

    
 g.giesler@computer.org
Senior Vice Commander

MAJ Robert Hull USAF (Ret)

Home: 505-662-7950
rhull@lata.com
Adjutant
Vacant

Treasurer

MAJ Robert Hull USAF (Ret)

Home: 505-662-7950
rhull@lata.com
Assistant Treasurer

COL Gerald Bolme USAF (Ret)

Home: 505-672-1233

bolme@earthlink.net
Chaplain
MAJ Donald B. Davidson, Jr., USA (Ret)

Home: 505-672-3794

dbd1alamos@msn.com
COMING EVENTS 
July



4
Independence Day

11
Staff Meeting – 
19
Chapter Dinner - John Hopkins – The History of the Nuclear Weapons Program – A Los Alamos View
August



4-6
National Meeting in Detroit, MI

8
Staff Meeting – 

16
Chapter Dinner – Glen McDuff - 
September
National Emergency Preparedness Month

12
Staff Meeting –


20
Chapter Dinner – Bev Simpson - 
October

?
Region XIII Zoom meeting


10
Staff Meeting

18
Chapter Dinner – Sig Hecker – Conversation on the World Nuclear Weapons Situation
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