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Commander’s Message 
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Immediate Past Commander 

 
 

 
Companions 
 
It was good to see several of you on our Febru-
ary 2021 Zoom General Meeting.  We will have 
another Zoom meeting on 10 April at 1000 hours 
on our 50th Anniversary.  More information about 
that will be announced in the next month. 
 
Several of us have now had one or more COVID 
vaccination shots.  If you are comfortable, I 
would like to host a chapter meeting outside on 
my patio on 8 May.  It will be our last meeting of 
the chapter year and hopefully we can do this.  
Do any of you have concerns about meeting in 
an outdoor setting? 
 
Please let me know as soon as possible so I can 
make plans.  Of course, you are welcome to 
change your mind anytime, either way, up to 
about a week before.   
 

There is really nothing new to report since last 
month.  The MOC for 2021 has been cancelled.  
We will try again in February or March of 2022.  
The Arizona Youth Leadership Conference for 
the summer of 2021 is still undecided.  It may be 
a Zoom meeting and may not be held until the 
fall.  There are just too many unknowns at this 
time.   
 
Buz has contacted the JROTC and ROTC in-
structors about spring awards.  It will most likely 
be done by mail as we did last year, if at all.  
There will be more information on that coming 
soon. 
 
I hope and pray that all of you are well.  It will be 
so nice to have normal chapter meetings at Fel-
lowship Square again.  Maybe this fall we can 
get together and restrictions will be over.  In the 
meantime, let me know what you think about 
meeting on my patio in May. 
 
Ken Coffman 
Immediate Past Commander 
 

Surgeon’s Note 

By Linda Howry RN MS 
 

 COVID-19 Vaccine Side Effects 

The Center for Disease Control (CDC) defines 

any serious health problems that happen after 

an immunization. Analyses of the COVID-19 

vaccine clinical trials and the subsequent vac-

Breakfast Meeting 

All in person meetings are cancelled due to 
the Covid-19 guidance. A Zoom meeting is 
planned for Apr at 1000 am. Commander 
Ken will send out an invite to all members 

SPECIAL FEATURE (Page 9) 
First Medal of Honor Action - Colonel 
Bernard J. D. Irwin - 13 February 1861.                  
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cine rollout are revealing few adverse side 

events.  

The current data on Pfizer’s COVID-19 vaccine 

show that most individuals experience only mild 

side effects, especially after the second dosage. 

The most common reaction is pain at the injec-

tion site. Other side effects reported are fever, 

chills, headache, tiredness, muscle or joint 

aches, nausea and vomiting. Most of these ef-

fects last about 3 days. Some individuals have 

experienced painful, swollen lymph nodes in the 

arm where the vaccine was injected, and this 

may last up to one week.  Some physicians feel 

that these effects show that the body is respond-

ing to the vaccine by stimulating the immune 

system response. While coronavirus vaccines 

have shown to be just as effective in older 

adults, people age 65 and older experience few-

er side effects than younger people. This is pos-

sibly due to declining immune system seen in 

those over 65 years old. 

These symptoms can be treated by taking an 

over-the-counter pain reliever such as a non-

steroidal and anti-inflammatory drug (Advil, Mo-

trin) or acetaminophen (Tylenol) which may help 

relieve the discomfort and fever.  Rarely people 

may have a delayed mild reaction at the injec-

tion site which described as a rash with redness 

and itching that appears 5 to 10 days after vac-

cination This can be treated with an over-the-

counter antihistamine like Benadryl or a topical 

steroid like hydrocortisone. 

It is estimated that about 11 cases per million, 

have a potentially life-threatening reaction called 

anaphylaxis, most often in people known to have 

had severe vaccine reactions in the past. This 

fact is closely checked at the COVID-19 immun-

ization sites.  

If you experience any other symptoms contact 

your health care providers.  

CDC, FDA, and Mayo Clinic web Sites 

 

 

Legislative News 

by Phil Hanson 
 
The legislature has introduced 
1862 bills for the current session. 
No additional bills will be consid-
ered.  
 
Of interest to us, is Senate bill 1331 which deals 
with eliminating the income tax on military pen-
sions. Currently, the first $3500 is tax exempt.  
 

2019 Arizona Youth Leadership Conference 
(AZYLC) 

by Buz Isban 
 
AZYLC Update 
  
Jeff Schrade (AZYLC Director) 
Dick Minor (AZYLC Inc.) contin-
ue to look at possible ways to conduct a YLC or 
Youth Leadership Seminar (YLS) this summer.  
Dave Dunlap (MOWW Patriotic Education 
Committee (PEC) Chairman developed a 6-page 
tutorial (Joining the Meeting) containing dia-
grams and video links to assist addressing the 
agenda, using working techniques and taking 
screenshots to update the tutorial with visual ex-
amples.  Buz has forwarded this tutorial to our 
Zoom Guru Ken Coffman for information pur-
poses. 
 
Dave is also creating step by step instructions, 
accompanied by screen shots for the techniques 
valuable to conducting YLC/YLS events.  The 
PEC will have monthly meetings as these ideas 
continue to be developed.  If we have an YLC or 
YLS it may slip from the June timeframe to the 
August/September time frame.  We are still hold-
ing out hope there will be enough herd immunity 
to have at least a 2-day YLS without an over-
night stay. 
 

March Meeting 

 
There will be no March meeting. Commander 
Ken will sand out an invite for the planned April 
Zoom meeting. In the meanwhile, he will keep 
us informed through emails and this bulletin.   
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Treasurer’s Report 

 
Buz Isban  
Treasurer  
 

Financial Report  
As of 13 Feb 2021 
  

General Fund                     $10,742.12 
Petty Cash                                  $50.00 
TOTAL                                 $10,792.12 
 
Patriotic Savings 
Account                                $7,572.42 
 
Endowment Fund                $15,769.54 
 
GRAND TOTAL                  $34,134.08 
 
 

Meet Your Companions 

 
Meet Your Companion – Col Gerald O Jenson, 
USMC 
 
Did you recognize the pilot in the cockpit of that 
jet?  Did you recognize the type of jet?  I think 
Jerry hasn’t changed much since about 1973 
when the photo was taken so you probably rec-
ognized him.  But did any of you pilots out there 
recognize the jet with only a limited view of the 
cockpit?  It was a Harrier. 
 
Gerald (Jerry) Jenson was born and raised in 
Wisconsin.  He grew up on a farm and, as such, 
was familiar with the equipment.  He very much 
enjoyed driving his father’s 1941 John Deere 
Model “B”, two-cylinder, tractor.  Growing up on 
a farm and operating farm equipment was his 
gateway into flying jet aircraft, helicopters and 
aviation maintenance. 
 
 
G.O. attended country schools from 1st grade to 
8th before going to the city for high school.  
There were 14 to 18 students in a one room 
school house for all grades.  So, first and sec-
ond up to 8th grade students could hear all the 
other grades being taught their lessons from the 
one teacher in that school room.  Instead of 
playing sports at the country school, students 
had chores to perform.  Jerry and another boy 

would fetch water in buckets from a pump about 
120 yards from school and pour it into a large 
crock.  Music was taught by a newly acquired 
radio where all the students would crowd to-
gether (this is pre COVID virus days) and listen 
to a one-hour music lesson. 
 

 
 
When Jerry moved up to high school, he found 
he had a lot to learn.  About sports that is.  Jerry 
decided to go out for football.  At his initial prac-
tice the coach asked what positions they wanted 
to play.  No one volunteered to be a right guard 
so, G.O. volunteered and then asked “What’s a 
right guard do?  Where’s a right guard play?”  A 
small gap between townies and farm kids was 
initially evident, but seemed to disappear once 
the leadership and athletic skills of the farm boys 
were observed by the town girls.  Jerry and the 
other country boys played hard, a trait that en-
dures today.     
 
Track was another sport where Jerry showed he 
was a quick learner.  In his first freshman track 
meet he ran a 440-yard dash and did not win the 
race; in fact, when the winner broke the tape, he 
assumed the race was over and literally stopped 
running; i.e., the race was over, wasn’t it?  He 
learned that lesson the hard way and went on to 
excel in track. 
 
Jerry decided to go on to college after high 
school.  He chose River Falls State College, lat-
er to be Wisconsin State University at River 
Falls (WSU-RF).  He had no passion for any ac-
ademic position but Jerry was a farm boy so he 
pursued an Agriculture Education degree.  In 
college he also continued to compete in track 
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and field and even some cross country in the 
fall. 
 
In his Junior year still without strong career aspi-
rations he talked to a Marine Corps Officer Se-
lection recruiter that visited the campus.  He 
signed up for the Platoon Leaders Class (PLC) 
program an alternate version of Officer Candi-
date School (OCS), He didn’t know it yet but his 
Marine Corps career was about to begin. 
 
In June of 1963 he was off to the 12-week PLC 
program in Quantico, Virginia.  He spent the first 
6 weeks in the boonies of Camp Upshur.  Unlike 
some of his fellow candidates this track and 
cross-country guy didn’t have any trouble with 
his first 12.5-mile forced march in one hour 52 
minutes.  That’s a blistering 7 mph pace.  Whee 
you!  After the 6 weeks of “Hell” he spent 6 
more weeks on the Quantico main side.  The 57 
starting candidates were now 34.  His next 6 
weeks weren’t “Hell” but strenuous and he had 
many fond memories.  PLC was over and it was 
back to school. 
 
In August of 1964 after graduation, Jerry was 
commissioned as a 2/Lt and in September it was 
off to Basic School at Quantico.  There he would 
make a decision that would propel him on his 
Marine career.  About half way through basic 
school, aviators from HQ Marine Corps spent 2-
3 hours with his class sharing the myriad of avia-
tion “toys” and egotistical joys of being a Marine 
Aviator. He was introduced to the NFO (Naval 
Flight Officer) program.  He could be part of the 
program as a RIO (Radar Intercept Officer), or a 
BN (Bombardier Navigator).  He was told being 
a RIO he could issue commands to the Aviator.  
He was hooked.   He elected for RIO. 
 
While in RIO training, he decided he wanted to 
switch to Aviator training.  He went to see the 
XO, who firmly informed him, to wit: “No we can’t 
allow that Lt Jenson; the Marine Corps needs 
RIOs more desperately than Aviators and you 
signed up for NFO training, and you will continue 
in that program, understand?”  YES SIR!  So, 
Jerry continued his RIO training in the Naval 
Flight Officer program.   
 
Then it was off to Cherry Point with VMFA -531, 
the Grey Ghost Squadron, where he received on 

the job training with the F-4B including air com-
bat maneuvering and air to ground bombing.  
Then the squadron went to Yuma, Arizona for 
live air-to-ground ammunition practice on the 
Chocolate Mountain Range. 
 
In October of 1966 Jerry happened to be in a 
section of Phantoms that flew into Minneap-
olis/St Paul on a cross country flight. It was that 
weekend when one of the other members of the 
section, Jack, went to a Halloween party and 
met a couple of girls.  One of the girls was Sheri 
Peterson.  Jack gave Jerry the phone number of 
Sheri and the rest is history.  So, this is how 
the Marines do it?  A Marine has a buddy find 
a girl and the buddy gets her number and 
then gives it to the Marine who then calls the 
girl?  We do it a lot differently in the Army. 
 
In November 1966 Jerry got orders for Vietnam 
and flew in country in January 1967.  He was 
assigned to VMFA 323, the fabled SNAKES, a 
squadron with a reputation earned for 80 Japa-
nese kills during the Battle of Okinawa in WWII.  
Life was not dull in VMFA 323.  Jerry flew on 
248 combat missions during his tour in ‘Nam.  
That seems like a lot but it turns out to be a pret-
ty average number.  
 
Some guys go to war and are never fired upon 
or kill an enemy.  Jet fighter crews don’t have 
that experience.  When his first kill was recorded 
it was a sobering event.  It was a single enemy 
on the ground.  Jerry has often wondered about 
that enemy soldier.  “Was he someone’s hus-
band or son?  Did he have children?”  He will 
never know but he had just accomplished what 
he had been trained to do. 
 
Jerry completed his tour of duty in Vietnam and 
spent New Year’s Eve, 31 Dec 1967, on Okina-
wa waiting for a plane (Freedom Bird) to fly him 
home.  He and another Marine struck up a con-
versation with a couple of flight attendants at an 
Okinawa restaurant who were returning to the 
USA the next morning; a couple of season flight 
attendants who understood the emotions of sol-
diers and Marines mustering out of Viet Nam 
asked them “...who may we call to tell them that 
you two will be coming home shortly, that we 
saw you both on Okinawa, and both are healthy 
and doing well?”   
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Remember that girl that Jerry got the phone 
number of on October 1966 and then promptly 
went to Vietnam?  Well, this Marine called that 
girl and then kept in touch while serving his 
country in Vietnam.  Talk about a long-distance 
romance. 
 
Jerry gave them Miss Sheri Peterson’s number 
and she contacted Jerry’s parents.  What a cou-
ple of really nice flight attendants!  Overseas 
phone calls were incredibly expensive at that 
time. 
 
Jerry was then on his way home but made his 
first stop at Monterey where Miss Sheri was 
waiting.  He had purchased an engagement ring 
in Okinawa and made his formal proposal of 
marriage.  Then off to Wisconsin to see his par-
ents who had worried much about him while in 
Vietnam.   
 
Back stateside after his tour in Vietnam, Jerry 
got his chance to be an aviator.  He spent the 
next 53 weeks of pilot training with the US Air 
Force. 
 
Jerry has fond memories of the USAF and their 
treatment of him and 163 other Marines who 
trained to be pilots.  They went out of their way 
to give him superb training.  Jerry graduated.  
He said he already knew how to communicate, 
navigate, flight plan, fly formation, etc., so all he 
had to learn was the stick, throttle and rudder 
coordination moments.   
 
Well, Jerry being Jerry didn’t let flying jet aircraft 
stop him from learning to fly other types.  In Feb-
ruary 1972 he went back to flight school, this 
time to be trained to fly rotary wing (helicopters) 
CH-53D Stallions (the marine Corps Sea Stal-
lion). 
 
Flying rotary wing was not difficult for him but he 
was struck by the degree of coordination be-
tween a flight crew and their crew chiefs (nor-
mally a Corporal or lower ranking Sergeants).  
Unlike the culture of jet jocks, helicopter crews 
have to deal with twirling blades that extend be-
yond the cockpit and possibly strike objects, or 
hurt Marines on the ground.  Over time he 
learned that the greater majority of Crew Chiefs 
were quite moxie, often intuitive, and had devel-

oped an excellent sense of priorities, based on 
levels of importance as to their responsibilities.   
 
The crew of a CH-53D took on the qualities of a 
family unit.  This seems to me, the son of a B-24 
Bomber gunner, like the camaraderie my Dad 
experienced being part of Kilmer’s crew. 
 
But rotary wing flying was not the end for Jerry.  
He was now to be trained on a combination of 
vertical take-off and jet fighter flying, the Harrier.  
Jerry went on to VMA-231 (Black Ace), the first 
Harrier squadron to be stood up in Cherry Point, 
N.C.  The initial Harrier was an unstable AV-8A.  
Our deceased West Valley companion LtCol 
Todd Eikenbery, USMC (Ret) flew that model.  
Those who survived now live with a legacy that 
has been glorified among today’s Marine Avia-
tors.  Through their skills and maturity, this 
group also “masked” the instability of this British 
made machine, when transitioning from wing-
borne to jet-borne (a danger zone that became 
lethal to the uninitiated, and/or arrogant).   
 
VMA-231 aviators were a talented group with 
combat experience.  They had flown enough to 
have developed a sense about knowing when 
something was about to go wrong.  They wanted 
to fly this machine but live to tell their children 
about it.  Jerry did master the Harrier and lived 
to tell about it.  But many a fine Aviator did not. 
The Harrier and the Marine Corps were getting 
bad publicity over the losses of men and equip-
ment in flying the Harrier.  The Corps was re-
ceiving political pressure. Something had to be 
done. 
 
So, Aviator Jerry with his Ag Engineering educa-
tion and Aviator Harry Blot, an Aeronautical En-
gineer, were sent to the Naval Air Systems 
Command to steer/shape/run the procurement 
of the potential advanced Harrier that would be 
produced by the McDonnell Aircraft Company.   
Jerry’s RIO and Aviator training and experience 
and his Harrier familiarity, was needed to help 
ensure the redesigned AV-8B Harrier met the 
needs of the Corps.  He was assigned as ASPO 
(Avionics Systems Project Officer) for the AV-8B 
Harrier (i.e., the Harrier II).  Much of his initial 
year was an education of the first order, 
where he learned both the process and buttons 
to push.   
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Agricultural Engineers are problem solvers.  Jer-
ry needed every bit of that problem solving ex-
perience along with his Harrier familiarity to be 
successful as the ASPO for the advanced Harri-
er.  It wasn’t easy.  In fact, it was a challenging 
experience.  But the team was up to it and met 
the challenge.  The Avionics Performance 
Specification for the AV-8B detailing the opera-
tion performance wanted from the weapons 
suite, as well as navigation and stability capabili-
ties of the aircraft to be built was approved. 
Jerry spent the next several years working with 
talented team members to improve the Harrier 
and its weapons systems.  They got the job 
done but flying time was non-existent.  
 
In mid-summer Jerry got a one-year tour back to 
the Fleet Marine Force in a year of peace in that 
region of the world.  He flew every chance he 
got and flying he did.  To his knowledge, the 240 
hours he flew were the most hours of any fixed 
wing Marine Aviator in the entire 1st Marine Air 
Wing that year.  And he got paid to do it! 
 
So, here we have a Wisconsin farm boy, who 
drove a 2-cylinder John Deere tractor.  His first 8 
years of education were in a one room school 
house.  He went to college and was commis-
sioned an officer in the United States Marine 
Corps.  He was a Marine Corps Radar Intercept 
Officer in Vietnam.  He was trained by the USAF 
to be a jet pilot.  He furthered his career as a 
helicopter pilot and then trained to fly the vertical 
take-off Harrier jet and survived.  He then partic-
ipated in making the Harrier II a superior and 
safer aircraft to fly. 
Not too shabby, I’d say. 
 
Ken Coffman 
 

This Day in History 

 
March 1 
 
1942: Southwest of Newfoundland, Ensign Wil-
liam Tepuni, of Patrol Squadron 82 (VP-82), 
spots a German U-boat. He targets U-656 with 
depth charges dropped from his Lockheed PBO-
1 "Hudson" - the first sinking of a submarine by 
the United States during World War II. 

 
1944: While hunting a Wolfpack of German subs 
in the North Atlantic at night, the Cannon-class 
destroyer escort USS Bronstein (DE-189) 
spots U-709 on the surface, preparing to attack 
the American task force. Bronstein hits the sub 
several times with her guns, and together with 
her fellow destroyer escorts, sink the sub with 
depth charges. 
 
Bronstein's crew then spots another U-boat with 
their sonar and quickly sends U-603 to the bot-
tom with more depth charges. 
 
1954: The United States conducts its largest-
ever nuclear weapons test, nicknamed "Castle 
Bravo," in the Bikini Atoll. In just one second, the 
blast creates a 4.5-mile-wide fireball and pro-
duces a mushroom cloud that rises nearly 25 
miles high by 62 miles across. The 15-megaton 
explosion is 1,000 times more powerful than the 
bombs dropped on Japan nine years before. 
 
2002: Operation ANACONDA, the first large-
scale combat operation in Afghanistan since the 
Battle of Tora Bora, kicks off when a Navy SEAL 
reconnaissance team, aided by air support from 
an AC-130 gunship, destroys an enemy heavy 
machine gun position. The next day, the first of 
nearly 3,000 U.S. and Afghan allied troops are 
airlifted into the Shahi Kot Valley as the coalition 
battles to destroy Al Qaeda and Taliban fighters 
operating in the area. "Anaconda" marks the first 
time that conventional U.S. forces are used in a 
combat operation in Afghanistan. 
 

A Blast From the Past 

By Jerry Wotjas 
 
 It was a Luke Chapter dinner meeting at the old 
‘O’ Club.  Max Oppenheimer was our 1st VP and 
had arranged for a professor from ASU to speak 
on Hydrogen as a fuel to power cars.  After a 
few announcements, dinner was served.  Max 
and I were getting concerned because our 
speaker had not arrived.  Max kept trying to con-
tact him on his cell phone, but to no avail. 
 
As I walked past my table Pam grabbed my arm 
and stated that Randy Meyer was regaling all 
seated at the table with the events of his recent 
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deployment to Iraq.  Randy was the Vice Com-
mander of the 56th Fighter Wing and wearing 
his flight suit.  Suddenly a thought struck me.  I 
asked Randy if he would like a free meal.  I ex-
plained that our speaker was a no-show and 
would he fill in with stories of his deployment.  
He said he would. 
 

 
 
After dinner I went to the rostrum and an-
nounced that our speaker was a no show, but 
we had two fall back programs.  I could do 45 
minutes of shadow figures with my fingers or we 
could hear stories from one of our members, 
COL Randy Meyer, who had just returned from 
his recent deployment in Iraq.  For some reason 
the audience decided on hearing what Randy 
had to say. 
 
Randy gave a mesmerizing talk.  He talked 
about a father who told our troops where some 
Iraqi troops were hidden and the next day the 
Iraqi troops killed him.  The following day they 
killed his wife.  Before they could kill his son, 
Randy arranged for the young orphan to fly back 
with him and stay with a family in the Midwest. 
 
Randy also stated that our troops were trying to 
come up with school supplies for the school age 
children, but were having difficulties.  When that 
was told, Rosemary Saputo got up, grabbed a 
box, and went from table to table asking for do-
nations to help the cause.  She was very suc-
cessful. 

 
 
My job during the evening was to keep Randy 
supplied with Samuel Adams to keep his throat 
well oiled.  At the end of the evening our mem-
bers stated that Randy’s talk was probably bet-
ter than the one we had originally planned.  I 
think they were right. 
 

Companion Quiz 

 
Do you recognize this West Valley Chapter 
companion?  Anyone want to make a guess?  
 
 
 

Send a note to Ken: kennethecoffman@icloud.com 

. 
You will learn more about him in next month's 
bulletin in "Meet Your Companions 
 

mailto:kennethecoffman@icloud.com
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Did You Know 

 
Can You Really Be Recalled to Active Duty at 
Any Time? 
Military.com | By Jim Absher 
 
Did you know that once you join the military, Un-
cle Sam may keep you there longer than you 
have planned -- or that you can be recalled to 
active duty once you get out or retire? 
There are several ways that can happen. 
  
Voluntary Extension at Certain Duty Stations 
As the name suggests, this extension is up to 
the service member. If you are serving in a des-
ignated assignment, location or unit, you can 
voluntarily extend your enlistment past your 
normal ending date. 
 
Stop-Loss Programs 
Unlike the voluntary extension, this one happens 
whether a service member likes it or not. Under 
a program known as "stop-loss," the military can 
keep you on active duty after your anticipated 
discharge date. This program has been around 
since 1984 and has been used a few times. 
  
While currently not in effect, stop-loss can be 
activated at any time. It normally requires Con-
gress to declare an act of war or national emer-
gency; however, if Congress isn't in session and 
the president decides that it is in the national in-
terest, he or she can declare a national emer-
gency and retain any or all military members on 
active duty for at least six months, or until Con-
gress gets involved. 
 
Mobilization of Reserve Members 
Most people know that reservists and National 
Guard members can be called to active duty and 
sent to war in certain cases. What they may not 
know is that many service members remain in 
the reserves for several years after they leave 
active duty. 
The minimum length of service anyone can join 
the military for is eight years. If you read the fine 
print of your service contract, you may see that 
you serve on active duty for four years, and the 
Individual Ready Reserve (IRR) for another four 
years. 

   
The rules vary but, generally speaking, any re-
servist can be recalled to active duty for the du-
ration of a declared war or national emergency, 
plus an additional six months. This emergency 
or war declaration must be issued by Congress. 
If Congress isn't in session, the president can 
use his or her authority to recall them immedi-
ately. 
 
If there is no state of emergency, the president 
can recall up 200,000 reservists for at least 400 
days. When the nation is under a state of na-
tional emergency, the president can activate up 
to one million reservists by his order. 
 
The United States has been in a state of nation-
al emergency since Nov. 14, 1979, when Execu-
tive Order 12170 was issued by President Jim-
my Carter 10 days after the start of the Iran hos-
tage crisis. That order was continued by Presi-
dent Donald Trump in Nov. 2017. 
 
You can be recalled to any branch and any spe-
cialty -- it all depends on the needs of the mili-
tary. 
 
Retirees and Officers 
When it comes to retaining and recalling retirees 
and officers, each military service handles the 
situation its own way. 
 
For example, in the Navy, when an enlisted 
member retires after 20 years of active duty, 
they are transferred to the Fleet Reserve. They 
remain in the Fleet Reserve until they have a 
total of 30 years' service, and then are trans-
ferred to the retired rolls. That means that if you 
are a Navy retiree who retired nine years ago, 
you may be recalled to active duty if there is a 
reserve recall. 
  
Of course, everything is different for officers. 
When an officer retires, their commission nor-
mally remains in force and effect forever. In re-
turn for the privilege of being legally entitled to 
being addressed by their military rank and get-
ting all their retirement benefits, they basically 
remain an "Officer of the United States" until 
death. They can resign their commission, but 
few do. 
 

https://www.military.com/author/jim-absher
http://www.military.com/national-guard
http://www.military.com/national-guard
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/notice-regarding-continuation-national-emergency-respect-iran/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/notice-regarding-continuation-national-emergency-respect-iran/
http://www.military.com/navy
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That means that, if there is a recall, the officers 
can be brought back without an act of Congress 
or presidential recall. 
 
Federal Employees Ordered to Serve in the 
Military 
Federal agencies can also shift civilian employ-
ees who have special skills to the military if there 
is a war or emergency declaration. Normally, 
this would be to backfill stateside support posi-
tions that have been shifted to operational posi-
tions in-theater. 
 
© Copyright 2021 Military.com. All rights re-
served.  

 

Bulletin Deadline 

 

The deadline for submission of articles for the 
Bulletin is the 18th of March. If it is possible to 
get articles earlier, it would be very much appre-
ciated. With all that is going on we will be flexi-
ble.  

Email articles to cbjerkaas@cox.net 

Thank you. 

Carlton Bjerkaas, Editor 

 

 

 

SPECIAL FEATURE 

First Medal of Honor Action - Colonel Bernard J. D. Irwin - 13 February 1861 

 

 

 

 

The earliest military action to be revered with a Medal of Honor award was performed by Colonel 
Bernard J.D. Irwin, an assistant army surgeon serving in the first major U.S.-Apache conflict. Near 
Apache Pass, in southeastern Arizona. Irwin, an Irish-born doctor, volunteered to go to the rescue of 
Second Lieutenant George N. Bascom, who was trapped with 60 men of the U.S. Seventh Infantry by 
the Chiricahua Apaches.  

Irwin and 14 men, initially without horses, began the 100-mile trek to Bascom’s forces riding on 
mules. After fighting and capturing Apaches along the way and recovering stolen horses and cattle, 
they reached Bascom’s forces on February 14, 1861 and proved instrumental in breaking the siege. 

mailto:cbjerkaas@cox.net
https://www.history.com/topics/us-states/arizona
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The first U.S.-Apache conflict had begun several days before, when Cochise, the Chiricahua Apache 
chief, kidnapped three white men to exchange for his brother and two nephews held by the U.S. Army 
on false charges of stealing cattle and kidnapping a child. 
When the exchange was refused, Cochise killed the white men, 
and the army responded by killing his relatives, setting off the 
first of the Apache wars.  

Although Irwin’s bravery in this conflict was the earliest Medal 
of Honor action, the award itself was not created until 1862, 
and it was not until January 21, 1894, that Irwin received the 
nation’s highest military honor. [1] 

Later military career 

Irwin subsequently served with the army during the American 
Civil War. He was promoted to captain in August 1861, and the 
next year was appointed medical director under Major Gen-
eral William "Bull" Nelson. He improvised one of the first field 
hospitals used by the US Army at the Battle of Shiloh on April 7, 
1862.  

He was captured during the Battle of Richmond while attempt-
ing to save the wounded Nelson. He was promoted to major in September 1862, and after his release 
the following month, he became medical director in the Army of the Southwest. From 1863 to 1865, 
he was superintendent of the military hospital in Memphis, Tennessee, and in March of the latter year 
was brevetted to the rank of colonel. 

After the war, Irwin served as a senior medical officer at several posts, including at West Point from 
1873 to 1878. He received promotions to lieutenant colonel in September 1885 and to colonel in Au-
gust 1890. He was retired shortly after his 64th birthday, and promoted to brigadier general on the re-
tired list in April 1904. [2] 

Medal of Honor History 

The Medal of Honor was first authorized by Congress in December 1861 specifically for the Depart-
ment of the Navy, but within two months it was adapted for Army recipients as well.  

In April 1862, U.S. Army Pvt. Jacob Parrott and nearly two-dozen other volunteers were given orders 
to go deep into enemy (Confederate) territory and destroy bridges and railroad tracks between Chat-
tanooga, Tennessee, and Atlanta. After stealing a train and destroying several bridges, they were 
captured. They were eventually returned to the Union in a prisoner exchange in March 1863. For his 
part in the raid, he was awarded the very first Medal of Honor on March 26, 1863, with five of his 
comrades receiving the same distinction shortly thereafter. [3] 

Source: 

 1. https://www.history.com/this-day-in-history/first-medal-of-honor-action 

 2. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bernard_J._D._Irwin 

 3. https://www.army.mil/article/180245/meet_the_first_medal_of_honor_recipient_army_pvt_jacob_parrott 
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